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WELCOME 
Our  Mission:  

With joyful hearts, living in Christ 

We love and serve our neighbors. 

We are Bethel! 

 

 Welcome to worship! May you experience the sweet spirit of God in this 

place while you worship and praise God!  All are welcome here! Enjoy the 

music; raise your voice in song and prayer.  Let the Spirit of the Lord touch 

your heart and soul and free you of what binds you! Join us in worship every 

Sunday, here and on-line! We are glad you are here!  

 

Holy Communion – is celebrated the second Sunday of each month.  Holy 

Communion is open to all the baptized in addition to those who worship here 

on a regular basis.  Holy Communion is administered by the distribution of 

individual “Fellowship Cups” which contain a wafer (bread) and juice (wine).   

 

If you are new to worship, fill out a Welcome Card or write your name, 

address and phone number on our attendance sheet on the welcome table. 

We would love to contact you! Thank you for joining us!   

 
Additional information about the variety of ministry opportunities here at 
Bethel are listed at the end of this worship bulletin. Let us know if the Spirit is 
moving you to serve God!  
If you have any questions, please contact Pastor Joy Heine, 219-938-6677. 
 
God’s blessings, love and peace be with you! 
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INTRODUCTION 

Who are the blessed ones of God? For Micah, they are those who do justice, love kindness, and walk 

humbly with God. For Paul, they are the ones who find wisdom in the weakness of the cross. For Jesus, 

they are the poor, the meek, the merciful, the pure in heart, the peacemakers, those who mourn, and 

those who hunger for righteousness. In baptism we find our blessed identity and calling in this 

countercultural way of living and serving. 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

Pastor: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who forgives all our sin, whose 

mercy endures forever. 

All:  Amen. 

Pastor: Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from 

whom no secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the 

inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily 

magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

All:  Amen. 

Pastor: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

Gracious God, 

have mercy on us. We confess that we have turned from you and given 

ourselves into the power of sin. We are truly sorry and humbly repent. In 

your compassion forgive us our sins, known and unknown, things we have 

done and things we have failed to do. Turn us again to you, and uphold us 

by your Spirit, so that we may live and serve you in newness of life 

through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

Pastor: God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and 

made us alive together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the 

name of ☩ Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen 

you with power through the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in your hearts 

through faith.  

All: Amen. 
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GATHERING HYMN       
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GREETING 
 
Pastor: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of 

the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

 

All:  And also with you. 
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KYRIE 
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CANTICLE OF PRAISE 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 

AM: Let us pray.  

All: Holy God, you confound the world’s wisdom in giving your kingdom to the lowly 

and the pure in heart. Give us such a hunger and thirst for justice, and 

perseverance in striving for peace, that in our words and deeds the world may 

see the life of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

  

 

 

FIRST READING:         Micah 6:1-8 

A reading from Micah. 

 1Hear what the LORD says: 

  Rise, plead your case before the mountains, 

  and let the hills hear your voice. 

 2Hear, you mountains, the controversy of the LORD, 

  and you enduring foundations of the earth; 

 for the LORD has a controversy with his people, 

  and he will contend with Israel. 

 

 3“O my people, what have I done to you? 

  In what have I wearied you? Answer me! 

 4For I brought you up from the land of Egypt, 

  and redeemed you from the house of slavery; 

 and I sent before you Moses, 

  Aaron, and Miriam. 

 5O my people, remember now what King Balak of Moab devised, 

  what Balaam son of Beor answered him, 

 and what happened from Shittim to Gilgal, 

  that you may know the saving acts of the LORD.” 
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 6“With what shall I come before the LORD, 

  and bow myself before God on high? 

 Shall I come before him with burnt offerings, 

  with calves a year old? 

 7Will the LORD be pleased with thousands of rams, 

  with ten thousands of rivers of oil? 

 Shall I give my firstborn for my transgression, 

  the fruit of my body for the sin of my soul?” 

 8He has told you, O mortal, what is good; 

  and what does the LORD require of you 

 but to do justice, and to love kindness, 

  and to walk humbly with your God? 

Word of God, word of life. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

PSALM:           Psalm 15 

 1LORD, who may dwell in your tabernacle? 

  Who may abide upon your holy hill? 

 2Those who lead a blameless life and do what is right, 

  who speak the truth from their heart;  

 3they do not slander with the tongue, they do no evil to their friends; 

  they do not cast discredit upon a neighbor. 

 4In their sight the wicked are rejected, but they honor those who fear the LORD. 

  They have sworn upon their health and do not take back their word. 

 5They do not give their money in hope of gain, nor do they take bribes against the 

innocent. 

  Those who do these things shall never be overthrown.  

 

Word of God, word of life. 

Thanks be to God. 
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SECOND READING:        1 Corinthians 1:18-31 

A reading from 1 Corinthians.  

18The message about the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who 

are being saved it is the power of God. 19For it is written,  

 “I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, 

  and the discernment of the discerning I will thwart.” 
20Where is the one who is wise? Where is the scribe? Where is the debater of this age? 

Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the world? 21For since, in the wisdom of God, 

the world did not know God through wisdom, God decided, through the foolishness of 

our proclamation, to save those who believe. 22For Jews demand signs and Greeks 

desire wisdom, 23but we proclaim Christ crucified, a stumbling block to Jews and 

foolishness to Gentiles, 24but to those who are the called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ 

the power of God and the wisdom of God. 25For God’s foolishness is wiser than human 

wisdom, and God’s weakness is stronger than human strength. 

 26Consider your own call, brothers and sisters: not many of you were wise by human 

standards, not many were powerful, not many were of noble birth. 27But God chose 

what is foolish in the world to shame the wise; God chose what is weak in the world to 

shame the strong; 28God chose what is low and despised in the world, things that are 

not, to reduce to nothing things that are, 29so that no one might boast in the presence 

of God. 30He is the source of your life in Christ Jesus, who became for us wisdom from 

God, and righteousness and sanctification and redemption, 31in order that, as it is 

written, “Let the one who boasts, boast in the Lord.” 

 

 

Word of God, word of life. 

Thanks be to God. 
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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GOSPEL:         Matthew 5:1-12 

The holy gospel according to Matthew. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

1When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the mountain; and after he sat down, his 

disciples came to him. 2Then he began to speak, and taught them, saying: 

 3“Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 

 4“Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted. 

 5“Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth. 

 6“Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be filled. 

 7“Blessed are the merciful, for they will receive mercy. 

 8“Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God. 

 9“Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God. 

 10“Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, for theirs is the 

kingdom of heaven. 

 11“Blessed are you when people revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds of 

evil against you falsely on my account. 12Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in 

heaven, for in the same way they persecuted the prophets who were before you.” 

The gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ 

 

 

SERMON          PASTOR JOY HEINE 
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HYMN OF THE DAY 
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APOSTLES’ CREED 
 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I believe in Jesus 

Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the 

virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he 

descended to the dead.* On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he 

is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the 

dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
 
 
THE PRAYERS 
AM:   Called together to follow Jesus, we pray for the church, the world, and all in need. 

Cultivate humility in your church. In gatherings of every size, teach us to boast 

only in the cross. Shape your church to be people of kindness, generosity, and 

justice. Merciful God, 

All: receive our prayer. 

AM: The foundations of the earth bear witness to your faithfulness; the mountains and 

hills echo with your holiness. When we mistreat your creation, show us the error 

of our ways. Inspire us with reverent awe to honor all you have made. Merciful 

God, 

All: receive our prayer. 

AM: You make foolish the wisdom of the world. Raise up honorable leaders who seek 

justice, love mercy, and pursue peace. Frustrate plans that are corrupt, wicked, 

and self-seeking. Prosper the work of peacemakers (local and international 

reconciliation efforts may be named). Merciful God, 

All: receive our prayer. 

AM: Bless all whom the world rejects. Accompany those who are regarded as foolish, 

weak, low, and despised; reveal your power and presence at work where it is 

least expected. Give your life, strength, and wisdom to all in need (especially 

Dorothy Nevils, Lee Harrington, Will Thomas, Carlton Potts, Loreth Johnson, Elaine 
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Sandine, Bayne Spotwood, Patricia Bueltmann, Mildred Shannon, Vertis Bolden, 

Lillie McElroy, Tracy Taylor, David Sandine, Verlyn Wilson, Dominic Cruse, Taronne 

Qualls, Carol Bohling, Olivia Whyle, Kiera Stillo, Evelyn Kosik, Natalie Schmalbeck, 

Lizzie Salmond, Yolanda Lewis, Ronnie Howard, Marvin Lewis Jr., Taraji Lewis, 

Naudia Lewis, Kendra Lewis, Gloria Grace Howard, Kayla Hyler, Sheron Davis, 

Sandra Robie, Autumn Galazin, Michele Velez, Wilfredo Velez, Benjamin Tarpley, 

Mark Galazin, Cliff Pellegrini, Alicia Hernandez, Foster Anthony, T. Rodney Tatum, 

Joe Swanson, Miriam David, Jeanne Wasniowski, Bill Denos, Frank Suthers, Lisa 

Bell 

). Merciful God, 

All: receive our prayer. 

AM: As with your people Israel, remind this congregation of your saving acts. Remind 

us how your faithfulness brought us through difficulties and sustained us despite 

our weaknesses. Establish the cross as the center of our life together. Merciful 

God, 

All: receive our prayer. 

AM: Praise to you for your blessed saints in every time and place (especially Vernell 

King and Willie Patterson). Trusting you accompanied them in poverty, 

persecution, and in every trial, we trust you abide with your people always. 

Merciful God, 

All: receive our prayer. 

Pastor:  We bring to you our needs and hopes, O God, trusting your wisdom and power      

revealed in Christ crucified. 

All: Amen. 

 

SHARING OF THE PEACE  

Pastor: The peace of Christ be with you always 
All:   And with you also 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

OFFERING  (For Online Contributions go to https://tithe.ly/give?c=1234592 or the Giving 
page on the website www.bethelmiller.org ) 

 

 

 

 

 

about:blank
about:blank
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OFFERING PRAYER 

AM: Let us pray. 

All: Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your goodness you have 

blessed us with these gifts: our selves, our time, and our possessions. Use us, 

and what we have gathered, in feeding the world with your love, through the 

one who gave himself for us, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 

done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 

trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 

glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

 

BLESSING 

Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace. 

Amen. 
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SENDING HYMN 
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DISMISSAL 

AM:  Go in peace. Follow the way of Jesus. 

AM:  God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

All:  Thanks be to God. 

All:  With joyful hearts, living in Christ 
  We love and serve our neighbors. 
  We are Bethel! 
 
Copyright © 2017 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg 
Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS026095.New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989, 
Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of 
America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 

CCLI#11459797 
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THIS WEEK’S OPPORTUNITIES 

PLEASE SEE OUR WEBSITE FOR WAYS YOU CAN JOIN THESE TIMES TOGETHER ON-LINE!  

TODAY             10:30 a.m.   Sunday Morning 
WEDNESDAY   10:30 a.m.   Bible Study 
NEXT SUNDAY   10:30 a.m.   Sunday Morning 
              
Online Service is on:  

Youtube:  https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCc3974ZJisCzhwgN5uyphFw 

Facebook:  https://facebook.com/events/s/bethel-lutheran-online-

worship/285814119301654/?ti=icl  

______________________________________________________________ _ _______                          

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY:   

  

 

 

 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY:  
 
 
  
  
  

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS – Worship Service Bulletins are printed first thing Thursday 
mornings.  Please provide the office any announcements you would like posted by the 
Wednesday.   You can include words of encouragement in the bulletin during this time 
of isolation.  Please send words of encouragement to bethelmiller@hotmail.com. 
Thank you. 
 

(Please note: If you would like to have a name(s) removed or added to the prayer list please leave a 

message for the church office (219-938-6677). Names will automatically be removed after 90 days 

unless we are notified to have the name re-added or removed) 

 

 

 

about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
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THE BETHEL FAMILY lifts up in the saints of every time and place especially the 
families Vernell King and Willie Patterson,). Please hold the families in prayer as 
they mourn these losses, comforting and supporting them in the example of our 
Savior, Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

Want to help spread the word about our online worship service?  If so, send family 
and friends a text message at least an hour before the worship service begins inviting 
them to our online worship service and include the Facebook and YouTube link.   

Youtube:  https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCc3974ZJisCzhwgN5uyphFw 

Facebook:  https://facebook.com/events/s/bethel-lutheran-online-

worship/285814119301654/?ti=icl 

 

BIBLE STUDY  

Wednesdays at 10:30 a.m. 

In person and zoom 

This year we will use a Bible Study guide. 

The cost of the study guide is $8 any donation is acceptable.  

Please join us for prayer and lively Bible discussions! 

 

 

YOUTH DAY!!!!!!! Sunday, February 5, light lunch following worship. Focused on release 

and grow, casting your care to God because he cares for you. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
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CONSTITUTION & BYLAWS COMMITTEE SEEKING VOLUNTEERS 
 
The Constitution and Bylaws for Bethel will be thoroughly reviewed in 2023 in 
comparison with the 2022 Model Constitution for Congregations published by the 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America.  The committee will meet monthly during 2023 
and present a new Constitution and Bylaws to the Congregation for approval at our 
annual meeting in January 2024.  If you are interested in participating on this 
committee, please contact Pastor Joy or Greg Bueltmann.  The first meeting for the 
committee will be in February, date and time to be determined once we get a list of 
volunteers.    
 
Thanks,  

Greg 

 
CALL FOR CARE: On February 11th a bus will travel from Northwest Indiana to join with 

800 people of faith and good will from across the state to demand a fully funded mental 

health crisis response system. 

Join us! Meet at 7:45AM CST on February 11 at McBride Hall (USW Local 1014), 1301 

Texas St. Gary, IN. We will depart sharply at 8:15AM CST.  Lunch and snacks will be 

provided. 

 

Take Action in Indianapolis to Demand a Real Mental Health Crisis Response in Indiana! 

Across Indiana and especially in Northwest Indiana we bear witness to the cost to our families 

and loved ones when systems fail to care for those struggling during a mental health crisis. 

 

• Up to 80% of the Indiana jail populations have mental illness and/or substance use. 
• People with untreated mental illness are 16 times more likely to be killed during a police 

encounter than other civilians approached or stopped by law enforcement. 
• Suicide is the second leading cause of death for ages 25-34 in Indiana. 
• The state of Indiana spends $4 billion on untreated mental health issues. 

Everyone deserves to live in a safe and caring community.  In NWI we won an allocation of 

$1.5 Million in American Rescue Plan funds to launch a pilot Mobile Mental Health 

Response in Gary. Now we need to secure sustainable funding! 

 

Contact Charolette Hawkins or Pastor Joy Heine from our congregation for more information at 

bethelmiller@hotmail.com and 219-743-8782.  You can also go to www.ACallForCare.org for 

more information and to register. 

http://www.acallforcare.org/
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Prayer List 

Let us pray for all who are ill, tormented by mental illness, mired 
an addiction, struggling with dementia or suffering in anyway.  
Please add these brothers and sisters to you daily prayers    
 

  Dorothy Nevils     Lee Harrington     

  Will Thomas      Carlton Potts       

Loreth Johnson     Elaine Sandine    

Bayne Spotwood    Patricia Bueltmann     

Mildred Shannon    Vertis Bolden   

 Lillie McElroy    Tracy Taylor     

 David Sandine    Verlyn Wilson    

Dominic Cruse    Taronne Qualls     

Carol Bohling    Yvette Matin     

Ray Ojeda     Joey Cisneros     

Olivia Whyle     Kiera Stillo     

Evelyn Kosik     Natalie Schmalbeck 

Lizzie Salmond    Yolanda Lewis 

Ronnie Howard    Marvin Lewis Jr. 

  Taraji Lewis     Naudia Lewis 

  Kendra Lewis     Gloria Grace Howard 

  Mykhaila Hyler    Alicia Hernandez 

  Benjamin Tarpley    Foster Anthony 

  T. Rodney Tatum    Joe Swanson 

  Miriam David    Jeanne Wasniowski 

  Bill Denos     Frank Suthers 

  Lisa Bell 
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 BETHEL STAFF 

 
Pastor         Pastor Joy Heine  
Organist/Musician      Greg Bueltmann 
Office Secretary      Charolette Hawkins 

 
CHURCH COUNCIL: 
 
President       Pastor Joy Heine 
Vice President       Gregory Bueltmann 
Secretary       Dixie Sayles 
Asst. Secretary      Kay Edmonds 
Financial Secretary      Derrick Hess 
Treasurer       Florzell Hawkins 
Member       Lillie McElroy 
Member       Chuk Onwuka  
         

 
MINISTRY TEAMS Liaison to Council:  
 
Faith Formation       
Outreach        
Property       Florzell Hawkins 
Social Ministry       Lillie McElroy 
Worship       Greg Bueltmann 
Inreach       Dixie Sayles 

                    
ORGANIZATION LEADERS: 
 
Altar Guild       Alice Harrington 
Choir        Barbara Patterson 
Sunday Hospitality Elaine Sandine and Women of 

Bethel 
Bethel Women of ELCA     Vacant  

 
Church Office phone: 219-938-6677   Email: bethelmiller@hotmail.com 

www.facebook.com/bethelmillerbeach 
          Website: www.Bethelmiller.org 

We welcome our visitors in the name of Jesus. 

If you do not have a regular church home, we invite you to return to worship with us every 
week.  If you have questions, please contact Pastor Joy Heine at 219-938-6677 or visit our 
website www.bethelmiller.org.     

about:blank
about:blank
about:blank

