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WELCOME 
Our  Mission: 

With joyful hearts, living in Christ 

We love and serve our neighbors. 

We are Bethel! 

 

Welcome to worship! May you experience the sweet spirit of God in this 

place while you worship and praise God!  All are welcome here! Enjoy the 

music; raise your voice in song and prayer.  Let the Spirit of the Lord touch 

your heart and soul and free you of what binds you! Join us in worship every 

Sunday, here and on-line! We are glad you are here!  

 

Holy Communion – is celebrated the second Sunday of each month.  Holy 

Communion is open to all the baptized in addition to those who worship here 

on a regular basis.  Holy Communion is administered by the distribution of 

individual “Fellowship Cups” which contain a wafer (bread) and juice (wine).   

 

If you are new to worship, fill out a Welcome Card or write your name, 

address and phone number on our attendance sheet on the welcome table. 

We would love to contact you! Thank you for joining us!   

 
Additional information about the variety of ministry opportunities here at 
Bethel are listed at the end of this worship bulletin. Let us know if the Spirit is 
moving you to serve God!  
If you have any questions, please contact Pastor Joy Heine, 219-938-6677. 
 
God’s blessings, love and peace be with you! 
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INTRODUCTION TO THE DAY 

At the heart of our Advent preparation stands John the Baptist, who calls us to repent 

and make a new beginning. As the darkness increases we turn toward the approaching 

light of Christ. For Christians he is the root of Jesse, the righteous judge who welcomes 

all, especially the poor and meek of the earth. We wait with hope for that day when the 

wolf will dwell with the lamb, and there will be no more hurt or destruction. From the 

Lord’s table we are sent in the spirit of John the Baptist to proclaim that in Christ the 

kingdom of God has come near. 

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS  
Pastor:  Blessed be the Lord, the God of Israel, who alone does wondrous things. 

All:  Blessed be God’s name forever.  Amen. 

 

Pastor: Beloved, now is the time to wake from sleep. 

Let us confront our sins, and confess them to the one who is merciful and 

just. 

(Pause for Silence reflection.) 
 

Pastor: God of new beginnings, 

All:  we confess that we have not welcomed your holy reign. 

We have strayed from your paths. 

We prepare for war instead of peace. 

We dishonor one another and your creation. 

Purify us with your refining fire and set us again on your way of love, 

that we may bear fruit worthy of repentance, and welcome your coming 

among us. Amen. 

 

Pastor: People of God,  a new thing is growing in our midst, a tender branch, 

a living sign.  By water and the Spirit you are joined to this wonder. 

You have put on ☩ Christ,  and your sins have been washed away. 

Rejoice in the way of the Lord. 

 

All:  Amen. 
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Pastor:  As we light the Advent candle 

with the light of love burning bright, 

faithfully we wait for his coming; 

faithfully it shines through the night. 

In our humble hearts a fire burns as well; 

hear the prayer these flames would tell. 

O come, O come, Emmanuel, 

and ransom captive Israel. 

 

ALL: The Light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it. 

Hymn: O Come O come Emmanuel, verse 1 & 2 
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Pastor:   Two candles shine as light peeks through the cracks and God’s dream 
overflows. 

 
All:    Vision awakens in us, a spark to brighten the way. 
 

 

 

GREETING 
 

Leader: The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

 

All:  And also with you. 
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KYRIE 
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CANTICLE OF PRAISE 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Let us pray.  

Stir up our hearts, Lord God, to prepare the way of your only Son. By his coming 

nurture our growth as people of repentance and peace; through Jesus Christ, our 

Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever.  Amen. 

 

FIRST READING       Isaiah 11:1-10 

Isaiah describes the coming of a future, ideal ruler who will renew David’s royal line (the 

stump of Jesse). Gifted by the spirit of God, this ruler will reign with perfect justice. 

Enmity and danger will be restored to harmony and peaceful coexistence. 

 1A shoot shall come out from the stump of Jesse, 

  and a branch shall grow out of his roots. 

 2The spirit of the LORD shall rest on him, 

  the spirit of wisdom and understanding, 

  the spirit of counsel and might, 

  the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the LORD. 

 3His delight shall be in the fear of the LORD. 

 

 He shall not judge by what his eyes see, 

  or decide by what his ears hear; 

 4but with righteousness he shall judge the poor, 

  and decide with equity for the meek of the earth; 

 he shall strike the earth with the rod of his mouth, 

  and with the breath of his lips he shall kill the wicked. 

 5Righteousness shall be the belt around his waist, 

  and faithfulness the belt around his loins. 

 

 6The wolf shall live with the lamb, 

  the leopard shall lie down with the kid, 

 the calf and the lion and the fatling together, 

  and a little child shall lead them. 
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 7The cow and the bear shall graze, 

  their young shall lie down together; 

  and the lion shall eat straw like the ox. 

 8The nursing child shall play over the hole of the asp, 

  and the weaned child shall put its hand on the adder’s den. 

 9They will not hurt or destroy 

  on all my holy mountain; 

 for the earth will be full of the knowledge of the LORD 

  as the waters cover the sea. 

 
10On that day the root of Jesse shall stand as a signal to the peoples; the nations shall 

inquire of him, and his dwelling shall be glorious. 

Word of God, word of life. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

Psalm:          Psalm 72:1-7, 18-19 

May the righteous flourish; let there be an abundance of peace. (Ps. 72:7) 

1Give the king your justice, O God, and your righteousness to the king’s son; 

   2that he may rule your people righteously and the poor with justice; 
3that the mountains may bring prosperity to the people, and the hills, in righteousness. 

   4Let him defend the needy among the people, 

    rescue the poor, and crush the oppressor.  
5May he live as long as the sun and  moon endure, from one generation  to another. 

   6Let him come down like rain upon  the mown field, 

    like showers that water the earth. 
7In his time may the righteous flourish; 

 and let there be an abundance of peace till the moon shall  be no more. 

   18Blessed are you, LORD God, the  God of Israel; 

    you alone do  wondrous deeds! 
19And blessed be your glorious  name forever, and may all the earth be filled with your 

glory. Amen. Amen.  

Word of God, word of life. 

Thanks be to God. 
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Second Reading:       Romans 15:4-13 

God’s promise to include Gentiles within the circle of God’s blessed people has been 

fulfilled in Jesus Christ. Christians live out their unity by welcoming and encouraging each 

other just as Christ has welcomed them into God’s family. 

4Whatever was written in former days was written for our instruction, so that by 

steadfastness and by the encouragement of the scriptures we might have hope. 5May 

the God of steadfastness and encouragement grant you to live in harmony with one 

another, in accordance with Christ Jesus, 6so that together you may with one voice 

glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

 7Welcome one another, therefore, just as Christ has welcomed you, for the glory of 

God. 8For I tell you that Christ has become a servant of the circumcised on behalf of the 

truth of God in order that he might confirm the promises given to the patriarchs, 9and in 

order that the Gentiles might glorify God for his mercy. As it is written,  

 “Therefore I will confess you among the Gentiles, 

  and sing praises to your name”; 
10and again he says,  

 “Rejoice, O Gentiles, with his people”; 
11and again,  

 “Praise the Lord, all you Gentiles, 

  and let all the peoples praise him”; 
12and again Isaiah says,  

 “The root of Jesse shall come, 

  the one who rises to rule the Gentiles; 

 in him the Gentiles shall hope.” 
13May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that you may 

abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit. 

 

Word of God, word of life. 

Thanks be to God. 
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

 

 

 

 

 

GOSPEL          Matthew 3:1-12 

Just before Jesus begins his public ministry, John the Baptist appears, calling people to 

mend their ways and speaking of a powerful one who is to come. 

The holy gospel according to Matthew 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

1In those days John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness of Judea, proclaiming, 
2“Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come near.” 3This is the one of whom the 

prophet Isaiah spoke when he said,  

 “The voice of one crying out in the wilderness: 

 ‘Prepare the way of the Lord, 

  make his paths straight.’ ” 
4Now John wore clothing of camel’s hair with a leather belt around his waist, and his 

food was locusts and wild honey. 5Then the people of Jerusalem and all Judea were 

going out to him, and all the region along the Jordan, 6and they were baptized by him in 

the river Jordan, confessing their sins. 
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 7But when he saw many Pharisees and Sadducees coming for baptism, he said to 

them, “You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the wrath to come? 8Bear 

fruit worthy of repentance. 9Do not presume to say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as 

our ancestor’; for I tell you, God is able from these stones to raise up children to 

Abraham. 10Even now the ax is lying at the root of the trees; every tree therefore that 

does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire. 

 11“I baptize you with water for repentance, but one who is more powerful than I is 

coming after me; I am not worthy to carry his sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy 

Spirit and fire. 12His winnowing fork is in his hand, and he will clear his threshing floor 

and will gather his wheat into the granary; but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable 

fire.” 

The gospel of the Lord.  

Praise to you, O Christ.      

    

 

       

SERMON         PASTOR JOY HEINE  
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HYMN OF THE DAY         
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APOSTLES’ CREED 
 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I believe in Jesus 

Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the 

virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he 

descended to the dead.* On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he 

is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the 

dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

AM: As we prepare for the fullness of Christ’s presence, let us pray for a world that 
yearns for new hope. 

(A brief silence.) 

AM: God, you renew the church in every age. We give thanks for hymn writers and 

theologians (especially John of Damascus, whom we commemorate today). Inspire 

teachers, writers, and musicians to delight and instruct your people. God, in your 

mercy, 

All: hear our prayer. 

AM: You give us a vision of creation in harmony, when hurting and destruction will be 

no more. Teach us to be stewards of the earth and companions to its creatures. 

Restore to balance and wholeness what human greed has harmed. God, in your 

mercy, 

All: hear our prayer. 

AM: You defend the cause of all who are poor and oppressed. Raise up leaders who 

will govern with equity and serve the common good. Guide judges, lawmakers, 

and public officials to protect the rights of those who cannot advocate for 

themselves. God, in your mercy, 
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All: hear our prayer. 

AM: You deliver those in need from suffering and fear. Come to the aid of any who are 

exploited or abused, especially children, elders, and victims of human trafficking. 

Provide safety and help to our neighbors without shelter, refugees, and those 

fleeing violence. God, in your mercy, 

All: hear our prayer. 

AM: You urge your people to welcome one another as you have welcomed us. Nurture 

ministries of hospitality and care in this and every congregation (local examples 

may be named). We pray for people who are homebound, hospitalized, or 

separated from loved ones (especially    

Dorothy Nevils     Lee Harrington     

 Will Thomas      Carlton Potts       

Loreth Johnson     Elaine Sandine    

Bayne Spotwood    Patricia Bueltmann     

Mildred Shannon    Vertis Bolden   

 Lillie McElroy    Tracy Taylor     

 David Sandine    Verlyn Wilson   

 Dominic Cruse    Taronne Qualls   

 Carol Bohling    Olivia Whyle    

 Kiera Stillo               Evelyn Kosik    

 Natalie Schmalbeck   Lizzie Salmond   

 Yolanda Lewis    Ronnie Howard   

 Marvin Lewis Jr.    Taraji Lewis    

 Naudia Lewis    Kendra Lewis    

 Gloria Grace Howard   Kayla Hyler    

 Sheron Davis    Sandra Robie   

 Autumn Galazin    Michele Velez   

 Wilfredo Velez    Benjamin Tarpley   

 Mark Galazin    Cliff Pellegrini   

 Alicia Hernandez    Foster Anthony   

 The family of Jaden Blake  T. Rodney Tatum).  

God, in your mercy, 

All: hear our prayer. 
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AM: You embrace all who have died trusting in your promises, and we give thanks for 

their faithful witness. Sustain us in hope until we are united with them in the joy 

of your eternal presence. God, in your mercy, 

All: hear our prayer. 

Pastor: God of our longing, you know our deepest needs. By your Spirit, gather our 

prayers and join them with the prayers of all your children. In Jesus’ name 

we pray. 

Amen. 

 

 

 

SHARING OF THE PEACE  

Pastor: The peace of Christ be with you always 
All:   And with you also 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 
 
OFFERING  (For Online Contributions go to https://tithe.ly/give?c=1234592 or the Giving 
page on the website www.bethelmiller.org ) 
 
 

about:blank
about:blank
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OFFERING PRAYER 

AM: Let us pray. 

Eternal God, you make the desert bloom and send springs of water to thirsty ground. 

Receive these simple gifts of bread, wine, and money, and make us messengers of 

your mercy and love for all in need of your healing and justice.  We ask this through 

Christ our Savior. 

Amen. 

 

  

LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 

done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 

trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 

glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

 

 

 

BLESSING 

Pastor: God the eternal Word, 

who dwells with us in Jesus, 

and who holds us in the grace of the Holy Spirit, 

☩ bless you now and forever. 

. 

Amen. 
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SENDING HYMN 
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DISMISSAL 

AM:   As you go into your week, may you receive the beauty of friendship with Christ, 

may you reflect the generosity of God, and may you be bound into community by 

the Holy Spirit. 

 

ALL: Amen  

 

AM: Go in peace. Christ is near. 

ALL: Thanks be to God.  

 

ALL: With joyful hearts, living in Christ  

We love and serve our neighbors.  

We are Bethel!  

 
 
Copyright © 2017 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg 
Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS026095.New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989, 
Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of 
America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 

CCLI#11459797 
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THIS WEEK’S OPPORTUNITIES 

PLEASE SEE OUR WEBSITE FOR WAYS YOU CAN JOIN THESE TIMES TOGETHER ON-LINE!  

TODAY       10:30 a.m.   Sunday Morning Worship 
12:00 p.m. Happy Birthday Jesus 

Celebration  
WEDNESDAY   10:30 a.m.   Bible Study   
NEXT SUNDAY   10:30 a.m.   Sunday Worship Service 
         Communion  
      

                

______________________________________________________________ _ _______                          

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY:   

  

  

 
 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY:  
 
 Chris McElroy    December 6   
 Taraji Lewis     December 11 
    
  

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS – Worship Service Bulletins are printed first thing Thursday 
mornings.  Please provide the office any announcements you would like posted by the 
Wednesday.   You can include words of encouragement in the bulletin during this time 
of isolation.  Please send words of encouragement to bethelmiller@hotmail.com. 
Thank you. 
 

(Please note: If you would like to have a name(s) removed or added to the prayer list please leave a 

message for the church office (219-938-6677). Names will automatically be removed after 90 days 

unless we are notified to have the name re-added or removed) 

 

THE BETHEL FAMILY lifts up in the saints of every time and place especially the 
families of Vernell King, Willie E. Patterson,  Demi Galvin, Graham Brown, George 
Priest,  and  Rita Turner). Please hold the families in prayer as they mourn these 
losses, comforting and supporting them in the example of our Savior, Jesus Christ, 
our Lord. 
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Want to help spread the word about our online worship service?  If so, send family and 
friends a text message at least an hour before the worship service begins inviting them 
to our online worship service and include the Facebook and YouTube link.   

Youtube:  https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCc3974ZJisCzhwgN5uyphFw 

Facebook:  https://facebook.com/events/s/bethel-lutheran-online-

worship/285814119301654/?ti=icl 

BIBLE STUDY  

Wednesdays at 10:30 a.m. 

In person and zoom 

 

Please join us for prayer and lively Bible discussions! 

 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY JESUS-A celebration of our Lord’s birth!!! 

Bethel’s tradition of sharing our blessings and uplifting others at Christmas through our 

Happy Birthday Jesus program will be held today.  On this day, please bring t-shirts, 

socks and under garments for the youth at the Crisis Center.   

If you are interested in purchasing a coat for a youth in foster care please see Dixie or 

Pastor Joy.   

Birthday Party celebration and dinner immediately following worship 

service.   

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
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SACRED GROUND is a film- and readings-based dialogue series on race, grounded in 

faith.  Small groups are invited to walk through chapters of America’s history of race and 

racism, while weaving in threads of family story, economic class, and political and 

regional identity. 

The series is built around a powerful online curriculum of documentary films and 

readings that focus on Indigenous, Black, Latino, and Asian/Pacific American histories as 

they intersect with European American histories. It concludes with a session devoted to 

identifying and choosing next steps. 

 

The ELCA Indiana-Kentucky Synod, in partnership with Christ Lutheran Church in 

Valparaiso, IN, invites you to join in this discussion circle beginning Wednesday, January 

18, 2023, and meeting every other week for 11 sessions, each 90 minutes, with our final 

session falling on June 7, 2023. A weekday session will be offered during Lent for church 

staff; see registration site for details. We will meet via Zoom.   

 

Registration will open on November 1, 2023 and will close on December 19, 2023, or 

when registration is full, at 80 participants. 

 

For registration, go to: https://clcvalpo.org/sacred-ground 

If you have any questions, please contact Lisa Owen ( jlo46383@msn.com) or Kathy 

Sutherland (ksutherland54@yahoo.com).  For more information about Sacred Ground, 

please see this link: https://episcopalchurch.org/sacred-ground/about  

 
 

 

https://clcvalpo.org/sacred-ground
mailto:jlo46383@msn.com
mailto:ksutherland54@yahoo.com
https://episcopalchurch.org/sacred-ground/about
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Prayer List 

Let us pray for all who are ill, tormented by mental illness, mired 
an addiction, struggling with dementia or suffering in anyway.  
Please add these brothers and sisters to you daily prayers    
 

 

Dorothy Nevils     Lee Harrington     

 Will Thomas      Carlton Potts       

Loreth Johnson     Elaine Sandine    

Bayne Spotwood    Patricia Bueltmann     

Mildred Shannon    Vertis Bolden   

 Lillie McElroy    Tracy Taylor     

 David Sandine    Verlyn Wilson   

 Dominic Cruse    Taronne Qualls   

 Carol Bohling    Olivia Whyle    

 Kiera Stillo               Evelyn Kosik    

 Natalie Schmalbeck   Lizzie Salmond   

 Yolanda Lewis    Ronnie Howard   

 Marvin Lewis Jr.    Taraji Lewis    

 Naudia Lewis    Kendra Lewis    

 Gloria Grace Howard   Kayla Hyler    

 Sheron Davis    Sandra Robie   

 Autumn Galazin    Michele Velez   

 Wilfredo Velez    Benjamin Tarpley   

 Mark Galazin    Cliff Pellegrini   

 Alicia Hernandez    Foster Anthony   

 The family of Jaden Blake   

  T. Rodney Tatum     
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 BETHEL STAFF 

 
Pastor         Pastor Joy Heine  
Organist/Musician      Greg Bueltmann 
Office Secretary      Charolette Hawkins 

 
CHURCH COUNCIL: 
 
President       Pastor Joy Heine 
Vice President       Gregory Bueltmann 
Secretary       Dixie Sayles 
Asst. Secretary      Kay Edmonds 
Financial Secretary      Derrick Hess 
Treasurer       Florzell Hawkins 
Member       Lillie McElroy 
Member       Chuk Onwuka  
         

 
MINISTRY TEAMS Liaison to Council:  
 
Faith Formation       
Outreach        
Property       Florzell Hawkins 
Social Ministry       Lillie McElroy 
Worship       Greg Bueltmann 
Inreach       Dixie Sayles 

                    
ORGANIZATION LEADERS: 
 
Altar Guild       Alice Harrington 
Choir        Barbara Patterson 
Sunday Hospitality Elaine Sandine and Women of 

Bethel 
Bethel Women of ELCA     Vacant  

 
Church Office phone: 219-938-6677   Email: bethelmiller@hotmail.com 

www.facebook.com/bethelmillerbeach 
          Website: www.Bethelmiller.org 

We welcome our visitors in the name of Jesus. 

If you do not have a regular church home, we invite you to return to worship with us every 
week.  If you have questions, please contact Pastor Joy Heine at 219-938-6677 or visit our 
website www.bethelmiller.org  

about:blank
about:blank
about:blank

