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REFLECTIONS FROM PASTOR JOY 

 

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word 

was God. He was in the beginning with God. All things came into being 

through him, and without him not one thing came into being. What has 

come into being in him was life, and the life was the light of all people. The 

light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it.  

John 1:1-5 

 We are in the final year of the Narrative Lectionary;1 “the Narrative 

Lectionary is a four-year cycle of readings. On the Sundays from 

September through May each year the texts follow the sweep of the 

biblical story, from Creation through the early Christian church. The texts 

show the breadth and variety of voices within Scripture. They invite 

people to hear the stories of Abraham and Sarah, Moses and the 

prophets, Jesus, and Paul. Listening to the many different voices within 

Scripture enriches preaching and the life of faith.”1  

 The Narrative Lectionary was initiated by Profs. Rolf Jacobson and 

Craig Koester of Luther Seminary, in partnership with congregations 

across North America. The experiment began in 2010 and continues to 

grow.  It was created to present Old Testament scripture is a way that 

helps us become more fluent in the first language of faith, our ancestors 

Abraham and Sarah, Moses and the prophets in nine months.1 There are 

four years, so each year focuses on one Gospel, the record of Jesus' life 

and teaching in the first four books of the New Testament, Matthew, 

Mark, Luke and John.   

(continued on the next page) 
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This year, we will immerse ourselves in the book of John. We began on 
December 19, skipping the book of John on Christmas Eve and Christmas day to 
read the Gospel written by Luke chapter 2, because John’s Gospel does not 
include Jesus’ birth. John begins his Gospel in the beginning was the Word, and 
the Word was with God. (John 1:1) He wants us to know, Jesus is the Word! And 
Jesus was in the beginning with God at creation because Jesus is God. Then John 
takes us into the wilderness by the waters of the Jordan river, where Jesus is 
baptized by John the Baptist, his cousin. 

 
Each Sunday, our Gospel focus will be in the book of John; covering almost 

the entire book by the Sunday after Easter, April 24th.  The Gospel of John is rich 

with symbolism and subtle shades of meaning; it can at times be confusing with 

all the irony and long monologues by Jesus. It is often called the “spiritual 

Gospel,” more theological than historical. Yet, there is grounding in history. “The 

aim of the Gospel is stated clearly in John 20:31: to encourage its readers to 

believe that Jesus is the Messiah and the Son of God.”1  

This is the Gospel that contains, John 3:16, For God so loved the world that 

he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes in him may not perish but may 

have eternal life. It is a welcome for everyone to come and know Jesus. This year, 

while we immerse ourselves into John, take time to read through it on your own. 

Join us for Bible Studies on Wednesday morning at 10:30 a.m., in-person and on 

zoom. Wondering, asking questions, and being open to the Holy Spirits movement 

through the Word of God in the Gospel of John. 

In Christ,   
Pastor Joy Heine 
 
 
1 A lectionary is a set calendar of Bible readings used in a worship service. The most common lectionary used is the 
Revised Common Lectionary, which has three to four Bible passages per Sunday (or festival day): Old Testament, 
Psalm, New Testament, Gospel. The Narrative Lectionary, on the other hand, only uses one main Bible passage per 
Sunday/festival, along with a shorter “accompanying text.” What makes the Narrative Lectionary unique is that the 
Bible passages are arranged to allow congregations to hear the whole story (narrative) of God and God’s people 
found throughout Scripture in order. For more on the Narrative Lectionary, check out my previous blog post on it, 
as well as our What Is the Narrative Lectionary? web page. 
https://spiritandtruthpublishing.com/blog/nl-year-1-overview/ 
1 https://www.workingpreacher.org/narrative-faq 
1 https://www.workingpreacher.org/narrative-faq 

 
4 Rensberger, David. “Introduction to the Gospel According to John.” In The HarperCollins Study Bible, edited by 
Wayne A. Meeks, p. 2011. London: HarperCollinsPublishers, 1989.   

https://www.workingpreacher.org/narrative-faq
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MESSAGE FROM CONGREGATIONAL VICE-PRESIDENT, GREG BUELTMANN 
 

Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord 
Jesus Christ,  
 
We are blessed by God to be in a unique position to serve the 
church and celebrate our Lutheran faith in Gary, Indiana.  As 
we enter the new year, your church council is preparing to 
expand our commitment and partnership with the Indiana-
Kentucky Synod and a Strategic Ministry Grant from the 

Evangelical Church in America.  This partnership will allow us to increase Pastor 
Joy’s employment from 50% full time equivalent (FTE) to 75%.  Funding granted 
by the synod and aggressive stewardship by our congregation will provide the 
support needed to further develop our ministry and expand our local partnerships 
to spread God’s word in Gary, Indiana. 
 
Our annual congregational meeting will be held following an abbreviated worship 
service on January 23, 2022.  Details regarding the expansion of Bethel’s ministry 
and our covenant with the I-K Synod will be reviewed at this meeting as well as 
our operational budget, committee, and ministry team reports. 
 
Keep watch over all the flock, of which the Holy Spirit has made you overseers, to 
shepherd the church of God that he obtained with the blood of his own Son. (Acts 
20:28 NSRV) 
    
Peace,  
 Greg Bueltmann, Congregational and Council Vice-President 
 

CHURCH OFFERING  
You may donate, as you are able, during our regular worship service or continue 
to make contributions by one of the following methods:  

• Place in mailbox at Bethel.  

• Mail check to Bethel Lutheran, 411 N. Montgomery St., Gary, IN 46403  

• Online giving: https://tithe.ly/give?c=1234592 

• www.bethelmiller.org on the Giving page 

• Your bank may provide free bill pay.  

 

https://tithe.ly/give?c=1234592
http://www.bethelmiller.org/
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JANUARY 

 
William (Bill) Bolden       January 6 
Clonzie Pope        January 10 
Kay Edmond         January 14 
Shirley Henderson        January 19 
 

FEBRUARY 
 

Kenneth Sandine        February 5 
Dixie Sayles         February 9 
Ed Bohling          February 14 
Heidi Davd-Young        February 27 
 

 
MARCH  

 
Adrianna Roper        March 3 

Alice Harrington        March 8 

Erin Argyilan         March 9 

Pastor Joy Heine        March 11 

Latonya Lark        March 18 

Michael Wasniowski       March 29 

 

 

 

 
 

 

BIRTHDAYS  
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JUST A LITTLE HUMOR! 
 

 

 

 

RECIPE CORNER 

Potato Bacon Brunch Casserole 
 
Ingredients:     
6 strips of your favorite bacon  
Package of frozen hash brown potatoes 
½ cup Sliced onion 
1 cup Shredded mild cheddar cheese 
Salt & pepper to taste 
 
Fry your bacon, drain on paper towel.  Add potatoes to bacon drippings turn on 
low and cover. Let cook until tender, turn heat up to medium high cook potatoes 
until crispy or your preference once brown add onions and cover until they are 
translucent,  stir and flip potatoes, sprinkle shredded cheese on top add crumbled 
bacon, cover one last time with heat off. 
Serve after cheese melts.  
 
Adjust amounts depending on how many you are serving; this recipe serves 4. 
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PUZZLE 
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ASH WEDNESDAY 
 

Why and how do we use ashes on Ash Wednesday? 
 

Background: Why?  
Ash Wednesday is the Wednesday of the seventh week before Easter and the first 

day of Lent. The day is named for the practice of imposing ashes, a practice that 

many Lutheran congregations have found to be a very meaningful part of the Ash 

Wednesday liturgy.  

 

Using ashes as a sign of repentance is an ancient practice, often mentioned in the 

Bible (e.g., Jonah 3:5-9; Job 42:6; Jeremiah 6:26; Matthew 11:21). The early 

Christians adopted the use of ashes from Jewish practice as an external mark of 

penitence. Ashes symbolize several aspects of our human existence:  

• Ashes remind us of God's condemnation of sin, as God said to Adam, "Dust 

you are and to dust you shall return" (Genesis 3:19).  

 

• Ashes suggest cleansing and renewal. They were used anciently in the 

absence of soap. Even on Ash Wednesday, this most penitential day, we 

receive ashes in the form of the cross, the same symbol placed on our 

bodies with water in our baptism. Even in this ashen mark of death, we 

anticipate the new life of Easter.  

 

• Ashes remind us of the shortness of human life, for it is said as we are 

buried into the ground or as ashes are placed in a columbarium (see “What 

are columbaria and memorial gardens?”) “We commit this body to the 

ground; earth to earth, ashes to ashes, dust to dust.” 

 

• Ashes are a symbol of our need to repent, confess our sins, and return to 

God.   
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WHAT IS MAUNDY THURSDAY? 
 

What does Maundy Thursday mean? The word Maundy comes from the Latin 
word mandatum, which means command. 

On this day we remember Jesus’ commands on the day before He died.  The first 
command is to love one another: “A new commandment I give you: Love one 
another. Just as I have loved you, so also you are to love one another.”  (John 
13:34 EHV) 

Jesus also commanded that we continue to celebrate the sacrament of Holy 
Communion:  He took bread, and when he had given thanks, he broke it and gave 
it to them, saying, “This is my body, which is given for you. Do this in 
remembrance of me.” In the same way, he took the cup after the supper, saying, 
“This cup is the new testament in my blood, which is being poured out for 
you.  (Luke 22:19-20 EHV) 

On Maundy Thursday, we remember the Lord’s commands and celebrate His 
Supper. We also look ahead to the love He showed for us on the following day as 
He laid down His life to save us. 

What is Maundy Thursday? (els.org) 

 

Daylight Saving Time 2022 

• begins Sunday, March 13 
• Spring forward 

 
When do the clocks go forward in 2022? 

When local standard time is about to reach Sunday, March 13, 
2022, 2:00:00 am clocks are turned forward 1 hour to Sunday, March 13, 2022, 
3:00:00 am local daylight time instead. Sunrise and sunset will be about 1 hour 
later on Mar 13, 2022 than the day before. 

 
 

https://els.org/2020/04/09/what-is-maundy-thursday/
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UPCOMING EVENTS  
 

 

GRIEF DISCUSSION GROUP:  Bethel is hosting a grief discuss group during the 
month of January.  The community is invited to attend.  Please feel free to invite 
your neighbors, family, and friend to participate.   Light lunch provided. 

LET’S TALK 

What is grief?  

  What does grief look like? 

How do I manage grief? 

 

Sundays in January 9, 16, 23 & 30. 

12:30 p.m.-2:00 p.m. 

Facilitator: Dr. Reverend Kenneth R. Kelley, Sr.  

“So with you, now is your time of grief, but I will see you again and you will rejoice 
and no one will take away your joy”  John 16:22 

 

ANNUAL CONGREGATION MEETING: 

Sunday, January 23 

Immediately following worship service, 11:15 a.m. 

In-person and Zoom 

Meeting ID:  936 646 7032 

Password:   L1LAC 

 

All Bethel members are encouraged to attend. 
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BIBLES STUDY- RESUMES JANUARY 12.   

 Join us for lively discussions Wednesdays at 10:30 a.m. 

We study the book of John for the first 7 weeks.   

Date Bible Verses Title 

1/12/2022 John 2:13-25 Jesus cleanses the 
Temple 

1/19/2022 John 3:1-21 Nicodemus 

1/26/2022 John 4:1-42 Women at the Well 
2/2/2022 John 4:46-54, 5:1-18 Healing Stories 

2/9/2022 John 6:35-59 Bread of Life 
2/16/2022 John 7:37-52 Living Water 

2/23/2022 John 9:1-41 The Man Born Blind 
   

Bible study will be in-person and on Zoom. 

Join Zoom Meeting 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/9366467032?pwd=RWh3ZUR2TlVWaDRTcGtVY1ZYOE1jU

T09 

 

Meeting ID: 936 646 7032 

Passcode: L1LAC 

All are invited; family, friends, and neighbors.   

“THE GREATEST LOVE”- a workshop on how to care for your loved ones with a 
serious health condition and myths on hospice care by Florence Kinsey of Echo  
Hospice.   

Sunday February 13 at 12:30 p.m. 
Light meal served 

Community is invited. 
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BLACK HISTORY MONTH ACTIVITIES:  

• Each Sunday during worship service we will celebrate the “Who are the 
people that came before..” A series to highlight those in history who have 
made a difference.   

 

• Afternoon movie; 
o Sunday, February 6,  

▪ Hidden Figures 
▪ Pizza and Popcorn 

 

 

 

o Sunday, February 20 
▪ “The Hate you Give”  
▪ Spaghetti dinner 

 

 

 

o Sunday, February 27,  
▪ Traditional African American 

Potluck meal after worship 
service.   
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ASH WEDNESDAY SERVICE:   

Wednesday, March 2 

Ashes at noon at Bethel 

Worship Service and Ashes at 6:30 p.m.  

 

LENT WORSHIP SERVICES:  

Wednesdays, March 9, 16, 23, 30 and April 6 

5:00 p.m. 

In-person and on zoom 

 

ONGOING EVENTS  
 
 
COUNCIL MEETINGS 
Council meetings are at 7:00 p.m. every third Tuesday of the month.  Bethel 
members are welcome to attend the meetings.  Next meetings are: 

 
o January 4, preparation for annual meeting 
o January 18 
o February 15 
o March 15 
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DON’T FORGET BUILDING MAINTENANCE FUNDRAISER:  LOOSE CHANGE 

Bethel Lutheran Church has begun a building maintenance fundraising 
campaign.   The first phase of the campaign is collecting “Loose 
change”.   Bring the loose coins from your old shoe box or under 
your couch cushions.  We will have a collection container during 
every Sunday worship service until December 5.   Every little bit helps 
to keep the building in good repair.   

 

 
WE MISS YOU! IF YOU HAVE NOT ALREADY TRIED, JOIN US FOR WORSHIP ON 
FACEBOOK OR YOUTUBE. IT IS EASY! If you need assistance getting on, please 
contact the office, 219-938-6677. We are here to help! 
 
Join us for Worship at home or wherever you are: 
Online Service is on:  

YouTube:  
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCc3974ZJisCzhwgN5uyphFw 
 
Facebook:   
https://facebook.com/events/s/bethel-lutheran-online-
worship/285814119301654/?ti=icl 
 
Communion Service is every second Sunday of the Month at home and in person. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCc3974ZJisCzhwgN5uyphFw
https://facebook.com/events/s/bethel-lutheran-online-worship/285814119301654/?ti=icl
https://facebook.com/events/s/bethel-lutheran-online-worship/285814119301654/?ti=icl
http://elca.org/
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Merry Christmas 2021 

Bethel Lutheran Church 
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BAPTISM OF GLORIA GRACE HOWARD 
Daughter of Yolanda Lewis & Ronnie Howard 
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BETHEL LUTHERAN CHURCH 

411 N. Montgomery Street 

Gary, Indiana 46403 
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BETHEL LUTHERAN CHURCH 

Contact us 

Website: www.bethelmiller.org 

Email: bethelmiller@hotmail.com 

www.facebook.com/bethelmillerbeach 

Phone: 219-938-6677 

 

Worship Service Sundays at 10:30 a.m. 

Pastor Joy Heine 

Newsletter Staff 

Pastor Joy Heine 

Greg Bueltmann 

Derrick Hess 

Charolette Hawkins 

  

http://www.facebook.com/bethelmillerbeach

