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Pastor Joy Heine 

REFLECTIONS FROM PASTOR JOY 

 

Whoever loves money never has enough; whoever loves wealth is never 

satisfied with their income. This too is meaningless.   

  Ecclesiastes 5:10 

I do not like to talk about money. It makes me uncomfortable, 

ashamed when I need it, and awkward when I ask about it. I grew up in a 

family where we did not talk about money.   

I witnessed my parents giving generously of their money to church 

during the offering each Sunday. I watched them give generously of their 

time; teaching Bible study, confirmation, joining local congregations for 

faith in action in Lexington, volunteering with the League of Women 

Voters, participating in the church council and early childhood program.  

Sharing what they had been given to God’s mission in the world was 

what I witnessed, not with words, but with action. 

When I grew up and had a full-time income with no children, I gave 

what I could to organizations with missions I believed in and to my local 

church. I gave of my time and finances.  

As expenses and responsibilities for children increased, it felt like 

we had less to share. At times, I wanted to hold on to everything we had 

and not give anything, but it was in those moments of wanting to hold 

onto everything when money felt scarce, that I would stop, pray, and trust 

that God will provide what we need. And God has always come through! 

God has given everything to us. We get to be good stewards of 

God’s gifts, and share with others, so they also have everything they need.  

 God calls us to share what we have been given.  

(Continued on the next page) 
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It is the same for Bethel; God provides! When we envision God’s mission in the 

world by listening to our neighbors’ concerns and needs and follow God’s call for 

us, we have what we need, and we can share from what we have been given.  

 This fall, we have begun our stewardship campaign at Bethel, sharing 

stories of God’s work in our community. As we prepare for this campaign, we ask 

that you to prayerfully consider what you can give back to God through Bethel 

this coming year. Our goal is not only to sustain ministry excellence but be able to 

continue to listen and dream about how we can best reach out to others with 

God’s love, justice, service, and word, through our actions as well as our words.  

 God provides for us when we are doing His work. Let us continue to see 

what God is doing in our midst through our actions and finances. 

The point is this: the one who sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and the one 

who sows bountifully will also reap bountifully. 7 Each of you must give as you 

have made up your mind, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a 

cheerful giver. 8 And God is able to provide you with every blessing in abundance, 

so that by always having enough of everything, you may share abundantly in 

every good work.             

2 Corinthians 9:6-8 

God’s peace be with you, 

 
~~Pastor Joy Heine 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 

http://elca.org/
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MESSAGE FROM CONGREGATIONAL PRESIDENT, GREG BUELTMANN 
 
  Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ,  
 

Let us give thanks to God that we continue to be blessed with 
the Holy Spirit at Bethel Lutheran Church in Gary, Indiana.  We 
have welcomed the faithful back to our sanctuary to worship 
God and continue to provide our services via Facebook Live and 
YouTube Live.  Masks are recommended for all who are 
worshipping with us physically as a courtesy since it continues 
to be impossible to know exactly how disease is transmitted 
from one person to another. 

 
Fall is upon us, and I am inspired by the events that carried us through the 
summer months.  Outdoor worship and our picnic and worship service with Christ 
Lutheran at Marquette Park were highlights for me and many others, I’m certain.  
Now we look forward to Reformation Sunday, Advent and Christmas.  Some of 
our regular traditions will change as they must, but Paul tells us in Romans 8:38-
39 (NRSV), “that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, 
nor things to come, nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all 
creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.” 
 
God’s message of eternal salvation through Jesus Christ is given for all.  Spread 
the Word and share the joy that buoys our faith. This is why we’re here! 
    
Peace,  
 
Greg Bueltmann, Congregational President and Council Vice-President 
 

CHURCH OFFERING  
You may donate, as you are able, during our regular worship service or continue 
to make contributions by one of the following methods:  

• Place in mailbox at Bethel.  

• Mail check to Bethel Lutheran, 411 N. Montgomery St., Gary, IN 46403  

• Online giving: https://tithe.ly/give?c=1234592 

• www.bethelmiller.org on the Giving page 

• Your bank may provide free bill pay.  

https://tithe.ly/give?c=1234592
http://www.bethelmiller.org/
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OCTOBER 

Florzell Hawkins        October 2 

Lillie McElroy        October 5 

Marvin Lewis Jr.        October 7 

Britney Curry        October 10 

Rebecca Hess        October 29 

 
 

NOVEMBER 
 
Auguste Wasniowski       November 1 

Rita Walls         November 2 

Margo Parker        November 10 

Bertram McElroy        November 11 

 
DECEMBER  

 
Chris McElroy        December 6 

Taraji Lewis         December 11 

Tracey Taylor        December 13 

Yolanda Lewis        December 15 

Chukwudi Onwuka        December 22 

Barbara Spotwood        December 28 

Charolette Hawkins       December 29 

Pam McElroy        December 31 

 

 

BIRTHDAYS  
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ANNIVERSARIES   
 

Bayne & Barbara Spotwood    October 29 

 

Nate & Dixie Sayles      November 24 

 

Derrick & Rebecca Hess     December 17  

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

JUST A LITTLE HUMOR! 
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PUZZLE 

 
 

RECIPE CORNER 

Easy Italian Pasta Delight 

7 oz Dry Italian dressing seasoning packet   ½ box of Angel hair Pasta 
1 med Zucchini, Yellow Squash, and diced onion 
 
Sauté sliced vegetables in a pan heated with olive oil cook until tender. Use half of 
the dressing packet to season vegetables.  Cook pasta according to package.  
Drain pasta toss into pan with vegetables and season with the rest of the Italian 
dressing.  Serve cold or warm.      ~submitted by T. Taylor 
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REFORMATION SUNDAY, OCTOBER 31, 2021 

What Is the Meaning of Reformation Sunday? 
 

For Lutherans and many other Protestants in America, the last Sunday in 

October is celebrated as Reformation Sunday. Reformation Sunday honors 

Martin Luther's bold action on October 31st, 1517. On that date Luther posted 

his statement of faith, known as the 95 Theses, on the door of Castle Church in 

Wittenberg, Germany, thus beginning the Protestant Reformation. In some 

parts of Europe, Reformation Day is a civil holiday celebrated on October 31st, a 

day to commemorate the vast social and political change that resulted from 

Luther's actions. 

 

Who is Martin Luther?   He was a Pioneer of the Protestant 
Reformation. 

Martin Luther, one of the most notable theologians in Christian history, is 
responsible for initiating the Protestant Reformation. To some sixteenth century 
Christians, he was hailed as a pioneering defender of truth and religious 
freedoms; to others, he was charged as a heretical leader of a religious revolt. 

Today, most Christians would agree that he influenced the shape of Protestant 
Christianity more than any other person. The Lutheran denomination was named 
after Martin Luther. 

The Birth of the Reformation 

As Martin Luther immersed himself deeply in the study of Scripture, especially the 
letters written by the Apostle Paul, Luther came to the overwhelming belief that 
he was "saved by grace through faith" alone (Ephesians 2:8). When he began to 
teach as a professor of biblical theology at the University of Wittenburg, his 
newfound enthusiasm began to spill over into his lectures and discussions with 
staff and faculty. He spoke passionately about Christ's role as the only mediator 
between God and man, and that by grace and not through works, are men 
justified and forgiven of sin. Salvation, Luther now felt with all assurance, was 
God's free gift. It didn't take long for his radical ideas to get noticed. After this, 

https://www.learnreligions.com/christian-denominations-700530
https://www.learnreligions.com/what-is-the-meaning-of-protestantism-700746
https://www.learnreligions.com/protestant-christianity-overview-712807
https://www.learnreligions.com/protestant-christianity-overview-712807
https://www.learnreligions.com/lutheran-church-denomination-700829
https://www.learnreligions.com/what-is-an-apostle-700677
https://www.learnreligions.com/meaning-of-gods-grace-for-christians-700723
https://www.learnreligions.com/what-is-the-meaning-of-faith-700722
https://www.learnreligions.com/a-prayer-of-salvation-701284
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not only would these revelations change Luther's life, they would forever change 
the direction of church history. 

The 95 Theses 

In 1514, Luther began to serve as a priest for Wittenburg's Castle Church, and 
people flocked to hear God's Word preached like never before. During this time, 
Luther learned of the Catholic Church's practice of selling indulgences. The Pope, 
according to his discretion from the "treasury of merits from the saints," sold 
religious merits in exchange for funds to rebuild St. Peter's Basilica in Rome. 
Those who purchased these indulgence documents were promised a reduced 
punishment for their sins, for the sins of departed loved ones, and in some cases, 
total forgiveness from all sin. Spurred by the unscrupulous practices of John 
Tetzel, a monk living in nearby Saxony, Luther publicly objected to this practice, 
which he decried as dishonest and an abuse of church power. 

On October 31, 1517, Luther nailed his famous 95 Theses to the University's 
bulletin board—the Castle Church door—formally challenging church leaders on 
the practice of selling indulgences and outlining the biblical doctrine 
of justification by grace alone. This act of nailing his 95 Theses to the church door 
has become a defining moment in Christian history, symbolic of the birth of the 
Protestant Reformation. 

Luther's vocal criticisms of the church were seen as a threat to papal authority, 
and he was warned by the Cardinals of Rome to recant his position. Nevertheless, 
Luther refused to change his stand unless someone could point him to scriptural 
evidence for any other attitude. 

Great Accomplishments 

Under the threat of arrest and death, Luther boldly returned to Wittenburg's 
Castle Church and began to preach there and in the surrounding areas. His 
message continued to be one of salvation by faith alone along with freedom from 
religious error and papal authority. Miraculously avoiding capture, Luther was 
able to organize Christian schools, write instructions for pastors and teachers 
(Larger and Smaller Catechism), compose hymns (including the well-known "A 
Mighty Fortress Is Our God"), put together numerous leaflets, and even publish a 
hymnbook during this time. 

Martin Luther and the Protestant Reformation (learnreligions.com) 

https://www.learnreligions.com/what-is-justification-in-christianity-700688
https://www.learnreligions.com/martin-luther-biography-700828
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ONGOING ACTIVITIES  
 

BUILDING MAINTENANCE FUNDRAISER:  LOOSE CHANGE 

Bethel Lutheran Church has begun a building maintenance fundraising 
campaign.   The first phase of the campaign is collecting “Loose 
change”.   Bring the loose coins from your old shoe box or under 
your couch cushions.  We will have a collection container during 
every Sunday worship service until December 5.   Every little bit helps 
to keep the building in good repair.   

BIBLES STUDY- Join us for lively discussions Wednesdays at 10:30 a.m. 

The first session for this fall is September 15. 
Below are the bible stories we will discussion September 15 to November 17.  
Date Bible verses Title 

   

10/6/2021 Exodus 16:1-18 Manna and Quail 
10/13/2021 1 Samuel 3:1-21 God Calls Samuel 

10/20/2021 1 Samuel 16:1-13 God Chooses David  
10/27/2021 1 Kings 5:1-5; 8:1-13 Solomon's Temple  

11/3/2021 1 Kings 19:1-18 God Visits Elijah 

11/10/2021 Amos 1:1-2; 5:14-15, 21-24 Let Justice Roll Down 
11/17/2021 Isaiah 9:1-7 A Light in the Darkness 

Bible study will be in-person and Zoom. 

Join Zoom Meeting 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/9366467032?pwd=RWh3ZUR2TlVWaDRTcGtVY1ZYOE1jU

T09 

 

Meeting ID: 936 646 7032 

Passcode: L1LAC 

All are invited; family, friends, and neighbors.   
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COUNCIL MEETINGS 
Council meetings are at 7:00 p.m. every third Tuesday of the month.  Bethel 
members are welcome to attend the meetings.  Meetings are in person and on 
line (Meeting ID: 936 646 7032,  Passcode: L1LAC).  Next meetings are: 

 
o October 19 
o November 17 
o December 21 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS  
 
FAITH FORMATION 
Sunday School and Confirmation  begins in October, stay tuned for the dates and 

time in the bulletin and on Facebook.  

If you are willing to provide a simple lunch after church before we begin faith 

formation, please contact Pastor Joy or Charolette.  

If you have questions, contact Pastor Joy. 

• 1st and 3rd Sundays - K - 5th grade & Confirmation 

• 2nd Sunday - Intergenerational Fellowship, Study and Celebrations 

• 4th Sunday - Bethel Youth (Confirmed & High School aged youth) 

 

 

FAMILY MOVIE NIGHT 
Drive-in Movie style  

October 16 at 6:00 p.m. 
The movie: Onward 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lower level parking lot 

Fun for the whole family.  All are welcome! 
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 STEWARDSHIP SUNDAY OCTOBER 31 

The spirit of Generosity celebration.  Bring your pledge card 

and let the holy spirit move you to a spirit of generosity to 

continue God’s ministry here at Bethel Lutheran Church.  

Potluck meal immediately following worship service.  Please 

sign up to bring a dish.  Sign-up sheets available in the 

Narthex or call the church office 219-938-6677.     

 

 

 

 

ALL SAINTS SUNDAY  

 This has been a long eighteen months of a pandemic. We have 

had highs and lows. We have sheltered in place and moved towards gathering in 

person. 

 Yet, one thing we have not had a chance to do as we would like is grieve 

with one another the loss of beloved Bethel members, family and friends.  

 This year for All Saints Day, November 7, we will make space to grieve, 

remember and celebrate the lives of our loved ones during worship. 

 Please bring to church pictures in frames we can display or email, 

bethelmiller@hotmail.com, photos of loved ones by Sunday, October 31st, photos 

of your loved ones who we have lost on earth but have been received with open 

arms by our God in heaven. These photos can be of loved ones lost in the past 

eighteen months and before, the folks often in your hearts and minds.  

 We will surround the sanctuary and narthex with this great cloud of 

witnesses.  

 If you are willing and able to donate money towards flower arrangements, 

please share this in the offering plate designated for flowers or give donation to 

Charolette Hawkins. If we end up having more money than we need, we will 

donate this to Sojourner Truth House.  

about:blank
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DAYLIGHT SAVING TIME    VETERANS DAY    
Ends November 7      Thursday, November 11 
 
Set you clock back one hour  
 

 
“Thank you” to all that have served 

our country.   
 

 
INTERFAITH THANKSGIVING WORSHIP SERVICE 

Bethel Lutheran Church will participate in the Interfaith Thanksgiving worship 

service. 

Tuesday, November 23 

St. Mary of the Lake 

6060 Miller Ave 

Gary, IN 46403 

7:00 p.m. 

 

 

Please bring can goods to donate to the local food pantry.   
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ADVENT SEASON 2021  
 
November 28 is the first Sunday of Advent.  Those who are available, we ask you 
to please stay after service to help decorate the church for this holiday season.   
 
Mid-week Advent services:  
 

Feed the Soul 
Light meal, worship, and Bible Study  

in the basement 
Wednesdays, December 1, 8 and 15 

at 4:30 p.m. 
 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY JESUS 
 

Sunday, December 5 
Immediately following worship service 

Light meal and cake 
 

Please bring a donation for a local charity to be announced.  

 

Join us for Worship at home or wherever you are: 
Online Service is on:  

YouTube:  
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCc3974ZJisCzhwgN5uyphFw 
 
Facebook:   
https://facebook.com/events/s/bethel-lutheran-online-
worship/285814119301654/?ti=icl 
 
Communion Service is every second Sunday of the Month at home and in person. 

 
 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCc3974ZJisCzhwgN5uyphFw
https://facebook.com/events/s/bethel-lutheran-online-worship/285814119301654/?ti=icl
https://facebook.com/events/s/bethel-lutheran-online-worship/285814119301654/?ti=icl
http://elca.org/
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OUTDOOR WORSHIP SERVICE AND PICNIC AT MARQUETTE PARK 

Partnership with Bethel Lutheran and  
Christ Lutheran Church (Valpo) 
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Bethel Lutheran Church visit to The Shrine of Christ’s Passion 
On Wednesday, September 8, a group of Bethel members visited the Shrine 
of Christ Passion then enjoyed lunch together at Teibel’s restaurant.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

PAGE 16 BETHEL BEACON NEWSLETTER 

BETHEL LUTHERAN CHURCH 

411 N. Montgomery Street 

Gary, Indiana 46403 

 

 

 

 

Address Service Requested: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

BETHEL LUTHERAN CHURCH 

Contact us 

Website: www.bethelmiller.org 

Email: bethelmiller@hotmail.com 

www.facebook.com/bethelmillerbeach 

Phone: 219-938-6677 

 

Worship Service Sundays at 10:30 a.m. 

Pastor Joy Heine 

Newsletter Staff 

Pastor Joy Heine 

Greg Bueltmann 

Derrick Hess 

Charolette Hawkins 

  

http://www.facebook.com/bethelmillerbeach

