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SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 12, 2021
SIXTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
10:30 A.M.
A congregation of
the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America

WELCOME
Bethel’s Mission Statement – Bethel’s mission is to be a Lutheran
congregation of the Church of Jesus Christ in the community of
Miller, in which members are nurtured in the faith and by whom
community residents are ministered to, with the expectation that
the Holy Spirit will add to our fellowship and ministry.
Welcome to worship! May you experience the blessing of God for
you and your life during this time. Bethel Lutheran Church is open to
everyone and all are welcome here. Enjoy the music; raise your
voice in song and prayer. Let the Spirit of the Lord touch your heart
and soul and feel free to join in worship again in the coming weeks.
Holy Communion – is celebrated the second Sunday of each month.
Holy Communion is open to all the baptized in addition to those who
worship here on a regular basis. Holy Communion is administered
by the distribution of individual “Fellowship Cups” which contain a
wafer (bread) and juice (wine).
If you are new to worship, you are invited to fill out a Welcome
Card or write your name, address and phone number on a sheet of
paper then place it in the offering plate.
Additional information about the variety of ministry opportunities
here at Bethel are listed at the end of this worship bulletin.
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THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM
In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, we are clothed with God's mercy and
forgiveness. Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism.
We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning your Spirit moved over the waters and
by your Word you created the world, calling forth life in which you took delight.
Through the waters of the flood you delivered Noah and his family. Through the sea
you led your people Israel from slavery into freedom. At the river your Son was
baptized by John and anointed with the Holy Spirit. By water and your Word you claim
us as daughters and sons, making us heirs of your promise and servants of all.
We praise you for the gift of water that sustains life, and above all we praise you for the
gift of new life in Jesus Christ. Shower us with your Spirit, and renew our lives with your
forgiveness, grace, and love.
To you be given honor and praise through Jesus Christ our Lord in the unity of the Holy
Spirit, now and forever.
Amen.
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GATHERING HYMN

GREETING
Pastor:
All:

The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
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KYRIE
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CANTICLE OF PRAISE
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PRAYER OF THE DAY
AM: Let us pray.
All:

Grand designer of all things, the Light and darkness, the dome is the midst of
water the sky and dry land, the vegetation, the seasons, the swarms of living
creatures, birds and great sea monsters, creeping things and wild animals, and
us; all these were brought into being with a word on your lips. And it was good.

Amen.

GOSPEL READING:

John 1:1-5

A reading from John.
Glory to you, O Lord.
1

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.
He was in the beginning with God. 3All things came into being through him, and without
him not one thing came into being. What has come into being 4in him was life, and the
life was the light of all people. 5The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not
overcome it.
2

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

PSALM:
26

Psalm 104:26-35

There go the ships,
and Leviathan that you formed to sport in it.

27

These all look to you
to give them their food in due season;
28
when you give to them, they gather it up;
when you open your hand, they are filled with good things.
29
When you hide your face, they are dismayed;
when you take away their breath, they die and return to their dust.
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30

When you send forth your spirit,[a] they are created;
and you renew the face of the ground.

31

May the glory of the LORD endure forever;
may the LORD rejoice in his works—
32
who looks on the earth and it trembles,
who touches the mountains and they smoke.
33
I will sing to the LORD as long as I live;
I will sing praise to my God while I have being.
34
May my meditation be pleasing to him,
for I rejoice in the LORD.
35
Let sinners be consumed from the earth,
and let the wicked be no more.
Bless the LORD, O my soul. Praise the LORD!
Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.

GENESIS 1:1-2:4A
A reading from Genesis
1 In the beginning when God created the heavens and the earth, 2 the earth was a
formless void and darkness covered the face of the deep, while a wind from God swept
over the face of the waters. 3 Then God said, “Let there be light”; and there was
light. 4 And God saw that the light was good; and God separated the light from the
darkness. 5 God called the light Day, and the darkness he called Night. And there was
evening and there was morning, the first day.
6

And God said, “Let there be a dome in the midst of the waters, and let it separate the
waters from the waters.” 7 So God made the dome and separated the waters that were
under the dome from the waters that were above the dome. And it was so. 8 God called
the dome Sky. And there was evening and there was morning, the second day.
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9

And God said, “Let the waters under the sky be gathered together into one place, and
let the dry land appear.” And it was so. 10 God called the dry land Earth, and the waters
that were gathered together he called Seas. And God saw that it was good. 11 Then God
said, “Let the earth put forth vegetation: plants yielding seed, and fruit trees of every
kind on earth that bear fruit with the seed in it.” And it was so. 12 The earth brought
forth vegetation: plants yielding seed of every kind, and trees of every kind bearing fruit
with the seed in it. And God saw that it was good. 13 And there was evening and there
was morning, the third day.
14

And God said, “Let there be lights in the dome of the sky to separate the day from the
night; and let them be for signs and for seasons and for days and years, 15 and let them
be lights in the dome of the sky to give light upon the earth.” And it was so. 16 God made
the two great lights—the greater light to rule the day and the lesser light to rule the
night—and the stars. 17 God set them in the dome of the sky to give light upon the
earth, 18 to rule over the day and over the night, and to separate the light from the
darkness. And God saw that it was good. 19 And there was evening and there was
morning, the fourth day.
20

And God said, “Let the waters bring forth swarms of living creatures, and let birds fly
above the earth across the dome of the sky.” 21 So God created the great sea monsters
and every living creature that moves, of every kind, with which the waters swarm, and
every winged bird of every kind. And God saw that it was good. 22 God blessed them,
saying, “Be fruitful and multiply and fill the waters in the seas, and let birds multiply on
the earth.” 23 And there was evening and there was morning, the fifth day.
24

And God said, “Let the earth bring forth living creatures of every kind: cattle and
creeping things and wild animals of the earth of every kind.” And it was so. 25 God made
the wild animals of the earth of every kind, and the cattle of every kind, and everything
that creeps upon the ground of every kind. And God saw that it was good.
26

Then God said, “Let us make humankind in our image, according to our likeness; and
let them have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the birds of the air, and over
the cattle, and over all the wild animals of the earth, and over every creeping thing that
creeps upon the earth.”
27

So God created humankind in his image, in the image of God he created them;
male and female he created them.

28

God blessed them, and God said to them, “Be fruitful and multiply, and fill the earth
and subdue it; and have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the air
and over every living thing that moves upon the earth.” 29 God said, “See, I have given
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you every plant yielding seed that is upon the face of all the earth, and every tree with
seed in its fruit; you shall have them for food. 30 And to every beast of the earth, and to
every bird of the air, and to everything that creeps on the earth, everything that has the
breath of life, I have given every green plant for food.” And it was so. 31 God saw
everything that he had made, and indeed, it was very good. And there was evening and
there was morning, the sixth day.
2 Thus the heavens and the earth were finished, and all their multitude. 2 And on the
seventh day God finished the work that he had done, and he rested on the seventh day
from all the work that he had done. 3 So God blessed the seventh day and hallowed it,
because on it God rested from all the work that he had done in creation.
4

These are the generations of the heavens and the earth when they were created.

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.

SERMON

PASTOR JOY HEINE

11

HYMN OF THE DAY
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APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I believe in Jesus
Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the
virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he
descended to the dead.* On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he
is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the
dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.
THE PRAYERS
AM: Let us pray
Made children and heirs of God’s promise, we pray for the church, the world, and
all in need.
(Pause for silent reflection)

AM: Revealing God, you have made yourself known through bread and wine, water
and word. Continue to nurture your church, that it is a place where your presence
is experienced and shared. Lord, in your mercy,
All:

hear our prayer.

AM: Creating God, you brought life into being and called it good. Bring new creation to
lands devastated by tornadoes, hurricanes, floods, fires, and other disasters
(Hurricane Ida, fires in California, ). Restore forests and curb overflowing waters.
Lord, in your mercy,
All:

hear our prayer.

AM: Protecting God, you desire all people to live in peace and safety. Provide for all
who are in danger. Strengthen first responders to help meet to the complex
needs of others. Provide care and compassion as they face trauma themselves.
Lord, in your mercy,
All:

hear our prayer.
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AM: Transforming God, you announce release to the captives and freedom to the
oppressed. Break chains of discrimination and injustice. Amplify voices that go
unheard and inspire us to advocate for the those who are overlooked. Lord, in
your mercy,
All:

hear our prayer.

AM: Forming God, you gather this community together. Shape our communal life, that
in our prayer, praise, and worship, we honor you and encourage one another.
Keep our disagreements civil and increase our joy in working together. Lord, in
your mercy,
All:

hear our prayer.

AM: Redeeming God, you accompany your people through every stage of life. We give
you thanks for the saints who now rest in your embrace (especially Steve
Kahonen, Michael Miller, and Hugh Donaldson ). Lord, in your mercy,
All:

hear our prayer.

Pastor:

Receive these prayers, O God, and those in our hearts known only to you;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

SHARING OF THE PEACE
Pastor:
All:

The peace of Christ be with you always
And with you also

ANNOUNCEMENTS

OFFERING (For Online Contributions go to https://tithe.ly/give?c=1234592 or the Giving
page on the website www.bethelmiller.org )
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OFFERING PRAYER
AM: Let us pray.
All:

God of creation, you provide for our every need. As we gather blessings from
your hands, give us faith to open our hands as well, that we may retain no more
than we need so that all your children may suffer no shortage. Amen
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THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
Pastor:
All:
Pastor:
All:
Pastor:
All:

The Lord be with you
And also with you
Lift up your hearts
We lift them to the Lord
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

PREFACE
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,
that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
through our Savior Jesus Christ;
who on this day overcame death and the grave,
and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life.
And so, with all the choirs of angels,
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE
In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Let us proclaim the mystery of faith:
Christ has died
Christ is risen.
Christ will come again.

COMMUNION
The body of Christ, given for you. The blood of Christ, shed for you.
Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the
glory, forever and ever. Amen.
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Pastor:

Let us prayer

All:

There are times, O God, when we realize that you have been with us and
we did not know it. We give you thanks for your promise that we will
always find you in this place when we share together with all of you
creation the bread and wine of this holy supper, and we ask that you walk
with us now and always. Amen

BLESSING
Pastor:

Receive the blessing of our God: “ Know that I am with you and will keep
you wherever you go: for I will not leave you until I have done what I have
promised you.”

Amen.

BAPTISM AT THE LAKE
Today at the Lake there will be a baptism
Marvin Lewis Jr.
Taraji Lewis
Naudia Lewis
Kendra Lewis
Grandchildren of Lillie McElroy and children of Yolanda Lewis.
Pastor:

Let us prayer for them as they prepare for baptism:
God, who is rich in mercy and love, gives us a new birth into a living hope
through the sacrament of baptism. By water and the Word God delivers us
from sin and death and raises us to new life in Jesus Christ. We are united
with all the baptized in the one body of Christ, anointed with the gift of the
Holy Spirit, and joined in God’s mission for life of the world. We lift up
Marvin, Taraji, Naudia, and Kendra as they prepare for baptism today. In
the name of Jesus Christ, we pray.

Amen.
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SENDING HYMN
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DISMISSAL
AM:

All:

Go out into the world in peace; have courage; hold on to what is good;
return no one evil for evil; strengthen the fainthearted; support the weak,
and help the suffering; honor all people; love and serve the Lord, rejoicing
in the power of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

AM:

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.

All:

Thanks be to God.

All:

With joyful hearts, living in Christ
We love and serve our neighbors.
We are Bethel!

Copyright © 2017 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual
License #SAS026095.New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National
Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.
CCLI#11459797
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THIS WEEK’S OPPORTUNITIES
PLEASE SEE OUR WEBSITE FOR WAYS YOU CAN JOIN THESE TIMES TOGETHER ON-LINE!
TODAY

TUESDAY
WEDNESDAY
NEXT SUNDAY

10:30 a.m.
11:30 a.m.
1:00 p.m.
9:30 a.m.
10:30 a.m.
5:30 p.m.
10:30 a.m.

Sunday Morning
Fellowship
Baptism at the Lake
Walk for Life
Bible Study
Ignite, Inspire and Invite
Sunday Morning

Online Service is on:
Youtube: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCc3974ZJisCzhwgN5uyphFw
Facebook: https://facebook.com/events/s/bethel-lutheran-onlineworship/285814119301654/?ti=icl

______________________________________________________________ _ _______
HAPPY ANNIVERSARY:

HAPPY BIRTHDAY:

Charlette Argyilan
Ruth Onwuka

September 12
September 14

ANNOUNCEMENTS – Worship Service Bulletins are printed first thing Thursday
mornings. Please provide the office any announcements you would like posted by the
Wednesday. You can include words of encouragement in the bulletin during this time
of isolation. Please send words of encouragement to bethelmiller@hotmail.com.
Thank you.
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IN OUR PRAYERS TODAY we remember those who are in need of
healing (illness, infirmity, homebound, especially Theodore Hooper III,
Donna Brown, Richard Rush, Flora Campbell, Stefanie Dowdell, Dorothy
Nevils, Lee Harrington, Lashoda Brown, Will Thomas, George Priest, Carlton
Potts, Denise Marie Jones, Texann Robinson, Dominic Cruse, Loreth Johnson,
Bette Lawrence, Merle Brown, Talia Shelton, Tomorrow Reid, David Rose,
Ann Rose, Mark Galazin, Autumn Galazin, , Jim Kiercheras, Bob Hernandez, Elaine
Sandine, Toronna Qualls, Joe Swanson, Crispen Bowfinger, Juanita Walker, Tommy
Walker, Ebbie Lee Hill, Andrea Griffith, Naudia Lewis, Jomar Hess, Bayne Spotwood,
Patricia Bueltmann, Willie Patterson, Marvin Lewis, Danny McCoy, Bob Arvidson,
Mildred Shannon, and Vertis Bolden.
(Please note: If you would like to have a name removed or added to the prayer list please leave a
message for the church office (219-938-6677). Names will automatically be removed after 90 days
unless we are notified to have the name re-added or removed)

THE BETHEL FAMILY lifts up in the saints of every time and place especially the
families Steve Kahonen, Michael Miller, and Hugh Donaldson,). Please hold the
families in prayer as they mourn these losses, comforting and supporting them in
the example of our Savior, Jesus Christ, our Lord.
Want to help spread the word about our online worship service? If so, send family and
friends a text message at least an hour before the worship service begins inviting them
to our online worship service and include the Facebook and YouTube link.
Youtube: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCc3974ZJisCzhwgN5uyphFw
Facebook: https://facebook.com/events/s/bethel-lutheran-onlineworship/285814119301654/?ti=icl
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OUTDOOR WORSHIP SERVICE
The remaining schedule for outdoor worship is:
o Sunday, September 19
▪ South Parking lot
Weather permitting.
Please join and bring a chair.

LOOSE CHANGE-Building Maintenance Fundraiser: Bethel Lutheran Church is beginning
a Building maintenance fundraising campaign. The first phase of the
campaign is collecting “Loose change”. Bring the loose coin from
your old shoe box or under your couch cushions. We will have a
collection container during every Sunday worship service until
September 19. Every little bit helps to keep the building in good
repair.

RELOCATED - Dorothy Nevils recently relocated to Houston, Texas. We will miss her,
but if you would like to keep in touch, here is her new address;
9614 W. Savile Circle
Houston, TX 77065
I am sure she would be happy to hear from you. Thank you, Dorothy, for all the years of
service to Bethel.
WELCOME BACK to in person worship. Glad to see you back with us today. We pray for
your patience, as we continue to do our part to combat the corona virus. Face covering
are strongly recommended as well as social distancing.
Please join us for brief fellowship and light lunch on the lower level immediately
following worship service today. Tables are set up to respect social distancing
guidelines.
Thank you,
God’s Peace and Love to all.
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BIBLES STUDY- Join us for lively discussions Wednesdays at 10:30 a.m.
The first session for this fall is September 15.
Below are the bible stories we will discussion September 15 to November 17.
Date

Bible verses

Title

9/15/2021
9/22/2021
9/29/2021
10/6/2021
10/13/2021
10/20/2021
10/27/2021
11/3/2021
11/10/2021
11/17/2021

Genesis 21:1-3; 22:1-14
Genesis 27:1-4, 15-23; 28:10-17
Exodus 2:23-25; 3:1-15; 4:10-17
Exodus 16:1-18
1 Samuel 3:1-21
1 Samuel 16:1-13
1 Kings 5:1-5; 8:1-13
1 Kings 19:1-18
Amos 1:1-2; 5:14-15, 21-24
Isaiah 9:1-7

Abraham and Isaac
Jacob Steals a Blessing
The Burning Bush
Manna and Quail
God Calls Samuel
God Chooses David
Solomon's Temple
God Visits Elijah
Let Justice Roll Down
A Light in the Darkness

Bible study will be in-person and Zoom.
Join Zoom Meeting
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/9366467032?pwd=RWh3ZUR2TlVWaDRTcGtVY1ZYOE1jUT09
Meeting ID: 936 646 7032
Passcode: L1LAC

All are invited family, friends and neighbors.
THE BETHEL FAMILY CONTINUES TO PRAY: Bless the efforts of healthcare
professionals, administrators, first responders, cleaning crew, grocery store workers,
truck drivers, activists and caregivers for women and children experiencing domestic
violence, relief workers, especially those who find themselves in harm’s way, Lillie
McElroy, Latonya Lark, Kendra Riley, Brandon Campbell, and Edward Sampson.
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Prayer List
Let us pray for all who are ill, tormented by mental illness, mired
an addiction, struggling with dementia or suffering in anyway.
Please add these brothers and sisters to you daily prayers
Yolanda Lewis

Ronnie Howard

Taraji Lewis

Kendra Lewis

Donna Brown

Richard Rush

Flora Campbell

Marvin Lewis

Stefanie Dowdell

Dorothy Nevils

Lee Harrington

Lashoda Brown

Will Thomas

George Pries

Carlton Potts

Denise Marie Jones

Texann Robinson

Dominic Cruse

Loreth Johnson

Merle Brown,

Talia Shelton,

Tomorrow Reid

David Rose & Ann Rose

Mark Galazin & Autumn Galazin

Bob Hernandez

Elaine Sandine

Toronna Qualls

Naudia Lewis

Jomar Hess

Bayne Spotwood

Patricia Bueltmann

Willie Patterson

Danny McCoy

Bob Arvidson

Mildred Shannon

Vertis Bolden

Will Davis
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BETHEL STAFF
Pastor
Organist/Musician
Office Secretary

Pastor Joy Heine
Greg Bueltmann
Charolette Hawkins

CHURCH COUNCIL:
President
Vice President
Secretary
Asst. Secretary
Financial Secretary
Treasurer
Member
Member

Pastor Joy Heine
Gregory Bueltmann
Dixie Sayles
Kay Edmonds
Derrick Hess
Florzell Hawkins
Lillie McElroy
Chuk Onwuka

MINISTRY TEAMS Liaison to Council:
Faith Formation
Outreach
Property
Social Ministry
Worship
Inreach

Florzell Hawkins
Lillie McElroy
Greg Bueltmann
Dixie Sayles

ORGANIZATION LEADERS:
Altar Guild
Choir
Sunday Hospitality

Alice Harrington
Barbara Patterson
Elaine Sandine and Women of
Bethel
Vacant

Bethel Women of ELCA

Church Office phone: 219-938-6677 Email: bethelmiller@hotmail.com
www.facebook.com/bethelmillerbeach
Website: www.Bethelmiller.org

We welcome our visitors in the name of Jesus.
If you do not have a regular church home, we invite you to return to worship with us every
week. If you have questions, please contact Pastor Joy Heine at 219-938-6677 or visit our
website www.bethelmiller.org
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