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WELCOME 

 
Bethel’s Mission Statement – Bethel’s mission is to be a Lutheran 

congregation of the Church of Jesus Christ in the community of 

Miller, in which members are nurtured in the faith and by whom 

community residents are ministered to, with the expectation that 

the Holy Spirit will add to our fellowship and ministry. 

Welcome to worship! May you experience the blessing of God for 

you and your life during this time. Bethel Lutheran Church is open to 

everyone and all are welcome here.  Enjoy the music; raise your 

voice in song and prayer.  Let the Spirit of the Lord touch your heart 

and soul and feel free to join in worship again in the coming weeks. 

Holy Communion – is celebrated the second Sunday of each month.  

Holy Communion is open to all the baptized in addition to those who 

worship here on a regular basis.  Holy Communion is administered 

by the distribution of individual “Fellowship Cups” which contain a 

wafer (bread) and juice (wine).   

If you are new to worship, you are invited to fill out a Welcome 

Card or write your name, address and phone number on a sheet of 

paper then place it in the offering plate.   

Additional information about the variety of ministry opportunities 
here at Bethel are listed at the end of this worship bulletin. 
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GATHERING 

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
 

Leader: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who forgives all our sin, 

whose mercy endures forever. 

All:   Amen. 

Leader: Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from 

whom no secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the 

inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily 

magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

All:  Amen. 

Leader: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

Gracious God, 

All:  have mercy on us. We confess that we have turned from you and given 

ourselves into the power of sin. We are truly sorry and humbly repent. In 

your compassion forgive us our sins, known and unknown, things we have 

done and things we have failed to do. Turn us again to you, and uphold us 

by your Spirit, so that we may live and serve you in newness of life 

through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 

Leader:  God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and 

made us alive together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the 

name of ☩ Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen 

you with power through the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in your hearts 

through faith. 

All:   Amen. 
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GATHERING HYMN  

 
GREETING 
 
Leader: The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

All:  And also with you. 
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KYRIE 
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CANTICLE OF PRAISE 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 

AM: Let us pray.  

All:    O God, eternal goodness, immeasurable love, you place your gifts before us; we 

eat and are satisfied. Fill us and this world in all its need with the life that comes 

only from you, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 

 
WORD FROM GOD 

 

FIRST READING:       Exodus 16:2-4, 9-15 

A reading from Exodus. 

2The whole congregation of the Israelites complained against Moses and Aaron in the 

wilderness. 3The Israelites said to them, “If only we had died by the hand of the LORD in 

the land of Egypt, when we sat by the fleshpots and ate our fill of bread; for you have 

brought us out into this wilderness to kill this whole assembly with hunger.” 

  4Then the LORD said to Moses, “I am going to rain bread from heaven for you, and 

each day the people shall go out and gather enough for that day. In that way I will test 

them, whether they will follow my instruction or not.”    9Then Moses said to Aaron, 

“Say to the whole congregation of the Israelites, ‘Draw near to the LORD, for he has 

heard your complaining.’ ” 10And as Aaron spoke to the whole congregation of the 

Israelites, they looked toward the wilderness, and the glory of the LORD appeared in the 

cloud. 11The LORD spoke to Moses and said, 12“I have heard the complaining of the 

Israelites; say to them, ‘At twilight you shall eat meat, and in the morning you shall have 

your fill of bread; then you shall know that I am the LORD your God.’ ” 

  13In the evening quails came up and covered the camp; and in the morning there was 

a layer of dew around the camp. 14When the layer of dew lifted, there on the surface of 

the wilderness was a fine flaky substance, as fine as frost on the ground. 15When the 

Israelites saw it, they said to one another, “What is it?” For they did not know what it 

was. Moses said to them, “It is the bread that the LORD has given you to eat.” 

     
Word of God, word of life. 

Thanks be to God. 



8 
 

PSALM:         Psalm 78:23-29 

 23So God commanded the clouds above 

  and opened the doors of heaven, 

       24raining down manna upon them to eat 

      and giving them grain from heaven.  

 25So mortals ate the bread of angels; 

  God provided for them food enough. 

      26The LORD caused the east wind to blow in the heavens 

     and powerfully led out the south wind, 

 27raining down flesh upon them like dust 

  and flying birds like the sand of the seas, 

      28letting them fall in the midst of the camp 

     and round about the dwellings. 

 29So the people ate and were well filled, 

  for God gave them what they craved.  

Word of God, word of life. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

SECOND READING:       Ephesians 4:1-16 

A reading from Ephesians. 

1I therefore, the prisoner in the Lord, beg you to lead a life worthy of the calling to 

which you have been called, 2with all humility and gentleness, with patience, bearing 

with one another in love, 3making every effort to maintain the unity of the Spirit in the 

bond of peace. 4There is one body and one Spirit, just as you were called to the one 

hope of your calling, 5one Lord, one faith, one baptism, 6one God and Father of all, who 

is above all and through all and in all. 

  7But each of us was given grace according to the measure of Christ’s gift. 8Therefore it 

is said,  

 “When he ascended on high he made captivity itself a captive; 

  he gave gifts to his people.” 
9(When it says, “He ascended,” what does it mean but that he had also descended into 

the lower parts of the earth? 10He who descended is the same one who ascended far 
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above all the heavens, so that he might fill all things.) 11The gifts he gave were that some 

would be apostles, some prophets, some evangelists, some pastors and teachers, 12to 

equip the saints for the work of ministry, for building up the body of Christ, 13until all of 

us come to the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to maturity, to 

the measure of the full stature of Christ. 14We must no longer be children, tossed to and 

fro and blown about by every wind of doctrine, by people’s trickery, by their craftiness 

in deceitful scheming. 15But speaking the truth in love, we must grow up in every way 

into him who is the head, into Christ, 16from whom the whole body, joined and knit 

together by every ligament with which it is equipped, as each part is working properly, 

promotes the body’s growth in building itself up in love. 

Word of God, word of life. 

Thanks be to God. 

   

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
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GOSPEL             John 6:24-35 

The holy gospel according to John. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

24When the crowd saw that neither Jesus nor his disciples were [beside the sea,] they 

themselves got into the boats and went to Capernaum looking for Jesus. 

  25When they found him on the other side of the sea, they said to him, “Rabbi, when 

did you come here?” 26Jesus answered them, “Very truly, I tell you, you are looking for 

me, not because you saw signs, but because you ate your fill of the loaves. 27Do not 

work for the food that perishes, but for the food that endures for eternal life, which the 

Son of Man will give you. For it is on him that God the Father has set his seal.” 28Then 

they said to him, “What must we do to perform the works of God?” 29Jesus answered 

them, “This is the work of God, that you believe in him whom he has sent.” 30So they 

said to him, “What sign are you going to give us then, so that we may see it and believe 

you? What work are you performing? 31Our ancestors ate the manna in the wilderness; 

as it is written, ‘He gave them bread from heaven to eat.’ ” 32Then Jesus said to them, 

“Very truly, I tell you, it was not Moses who gave you the bread from heaven, but it is 

my Father who gives you the true bread from heaven. 33For the bread of God is that 

which comes down from heaven and gives life to the world.” 34They said to him, “Sir, 

give us this bread always.” 

  35Jesus said to them, “I am the bread of life. Whoever comes to me will never be 

hungry, and whoever believes in me will never be thirsty.” 

The gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

 

 

 

SERMON         MARY STEWART-PELLEGRINI   
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HYMN OF THE DAY  
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APOSTLES’ CREED 
 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I believe in Jesus 

Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the 

virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he 

descended to the dead.* On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he 

is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the 

dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
THE PRAYERS  
AM:  Let us pray. 

Rooted in Christ and sustained by the Spirit, we offer our prayers for the church, 
the world, and all of creation. 

(Pause for silent reflection) 

AM:  You call your church to be the body of Christ. Awaken all the baptized to the gifts 

you provide for carrying out the work of ministry. Where the church is divided, 

knit us together and restore the unity of the faith. Hear us, O God. 

All:  Your mercy is great. 

AM:  You command the clouds above and cause the wind to blow in the heavens. 

Watch over deserts and wilderness places. Regenerate rainforests, defend species 

at risk of extinction, and strengthen the work of conservation organizations 

(especially). Hear us, O God. 

All:  Your mercy is great. 

AM:  You summon leaders to respond to the needs of your people. Instill those who 

govern with patience when confronted with grievances and perseverance in 

seeking what promotes the well-being of the community. Hear us, O God. 

All:  Your mercy is great. 
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AM:  You draw near to those who cry out for help. Feed those who are hungry, 

reassure those who are despairing, and accompany those who are imprisoned. 

Rain down the true bread from heaven that gives life to the world. Hear us, O 

God. 

All:  Your mercy is great. 

AM:  You receive all who come seeking a sign of grace. Make this congregation a place 

of hospitality for those accustomed to rejection. To those who have felt excluded 

here or elsewhere, prepare us to welcome them in the name of Christ. Hear us, O 

God. 

All:  Your mercy is great. 

AM:  You provide food that endures for eternal life. Sustain us each day with the bread 

of life until we are gathered with (Especially, Hugh Donaldson, Lucy Clay, Mr. & 

Mrs. Le, Elaine Gale, Leroy Hooper, Clarence Hooper, Emil Mariani, Lou Jeanne 

Walton, Mona Matson and Theodore Hooper) all the saints and feast together at 

your heavenly banquet. Hear us, O God. 

All:  Your mercy is great. 

AM:  We lift these and all our prayers to you, O God, confident in the promise of your 

saving love; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

 

SHARING OF THE PEACE  

Leader: The peace of Christ be with you always 
Cong:  And with you also  

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 
OFFERING  (For Online Contributions go to https://tithe.ly/give?c=1234592 or the Giving 
page on the website www.bethelmiller.org ) 

about:blank
about:blank
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OFFERING PRAYER 

AM: Let us pray. 

All: Blessed are you, O God, ruler of heaven and earth. Day by day you shower us 

with blessings. As you have raised us to new life in Christ, give us glad and 

generous hearts, ready to praise you and to respond to those in need, through 

Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 
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LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 

done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 

trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 

glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

BLESSING 

AM: The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace. 

Amen. 

 
SENDING HYMN 
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DISMISSAL 

AM: Go out into the world in peace; have courage; hold on to what is good; 

return no one evil for evil; strengthen the fainthearted; support the weak, 

and help the suffering; honor all people; love and serve the Lord, rejoicing 

in the power of the Holy Spirit. 

Cong:  Amen. 

AM:  God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

Cong:  Thanks be to God. 

Cong:  With joyful hearts, living in Christ 
  We love and serve our neighbors. 
  We are Bethel! 
 
Copyright © 2017 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual 
License #SAS026095.New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National 
Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 

CCLI#11459797 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



17 
 

THIS WEEK’S OPPORTUNITIES 

PLEASE SEE OUR WEBSITE FOR WAYS YOU CAN JOIN THESE TIMES TOGETHER ON-LINE!  

TODAY             10:30 a.m.   Sunday Morning    
TUESDAY     9:30 a.m.   Walk for Life 
NEXT SUNDAY   10:30 a.m.   Worship at the Beach at   
         Marquette Park 
          
      

      

      

Online Service is on:  

Youtube:  https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCc3974ZJisCzhwgN5uyphFw 

Facebook:  https://facebook.com/events/s/bethel-lutheran-online-

worship/285814119301654/?ti=icl  

______________________________________________________________ _ _______                          

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY:  

  

 Eddie & Lillie McElroy     August 4 

 

 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY:  
 
 
      
      
 
 

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS – Worship Service Bulletins are printed first thing Thursday 
mornings.  Please provide the office any announcements you would like posted by the 
Wednesday.   You can include words of encouragement in the bulletin during this time 
of isolation.  Please send words of encouragement to bethelmiller@hotmail.com. 
Thank you. 

 
 
 
 

about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
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IN OUR PRAYERS TODAY we remember those who are in need of 
healing (illness, infirmity, homebound, especially Donna Brown, Edward 
Bohling, Richard Rush, Flora Campbell, Stefanie Dowdell, Dorothy Nevils,  Lee 
Harrington,  Lashoda Brown, Will Thomas, George Priest, Carlton Potts,  
Denise Marie Jones, Texann Robinson, Dominic Cruse, Loreth Johnson, Bette 
Lawrence,  Merle Brown, Talia Shelton, Tomorrow Reid, David Rose, Ann 
Rose, Mark Galazin, Autumn Galazin, , Jim Kiercheras, Bob Hernandez, Elaine Sandine, 
Toronna Qualls, Joe Swanson, Crispen Bowfinger, Juanita Walker, Tommy Walker, Ebbie 
Lee Hill,  Andrea Griffith, Naudia Lewis, Jomar Hess, Bayne Spotwood, Patricia 
Bueltmann, Willie Patterson,  Marvin Lewis, Danny McCoy, Bob Arvidson, Mildred 
Shannon, and Vertis Bolden 
 

 

THE BETHEL FAMILY lifts up in the saints of every time and place especially the 
families Hugh Donaldson,  Lucy Clay, Mr. & Mrs. Le, Elaine Gale, Leroy Hooper, 
Clarence Hooper, Emil Mariani, Lou Jeanne Walton, Mona Matson and Theodore 
Hooper). Please hold the families in prayer as they mourn these losses, comforting 
and supporting them in the example of our Savior, Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

 

Want to help spread the word about our online worship service?  If so, send family and 
friends a text message at least an hour before the worship service begins inviting them 
to our online worship service and include the Facebook and YouTube link.   

Youtube:  https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCc3974ZJisCzhwgN5uyphFw 

Facebook:  https://facebook.com/events/s/bethel-lutheran-online-

worship/285814119301654/?ti=icl 

VISIT TO THE SHRINE OF CHRIST’S PASSION IN ST. JOHN, INDIANA- Members of Bethel 

will be taking a trip the Shrine on Wednesday, September 8 and having lunch at Tiebel’s.   

If you are interested in attending, please call Dixie Sayles at 708-672-9165 

 

 

 

 

about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
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OUTDOOR WORSHIP SERVICE  

 The remaining schedule for outdoor worship is: 

o Sunday, August 8 (at Marquette Park near the Lagoon) 

o Sunday, September 19 

▪ South Parking lot 

 

Weather permitting. 

Please join and bring a chair.   

 

LOOSE CHANGE-Building Maintenance Fundraiser:   

Bethel Lutheran Church is beginning a Building maintenance 
fundraising campaign.   The first phase of the campaign is collecting 
“Loose change”.   Bring the loose coin from your old shoe box or 
under your couch cushions.  We will have a collection container 
during every Sunday worship service until September 19.   Every little 
bit help to keep the building in good repair.   

WELCOME BACK TO IN-PERSON WORSHIP SERVICE! 

We will be back to full in person worship on September 12th.   We look forward to seeing 
everyone face to face once again.  Fellowship and coffee after church in the basement.   

VACATION TIME: 

Pastor Joy will be on a much-needed vacation from July 17 to August 2. 

Worship Services during Pastor’s absence are scheduled as follows; 

o July 25 – A message form Greg Bueltmann, Congregation President 
o August 1- A message from Mary Stewart-Pellegrini, PhD. 

During Pastor’s vacation emergency calls should be directed to the church office.  

Pastor Charlie Strietelmeir will be available for Pastoral care.   
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BLESSING FOR THE SCHOOL YEAR 

To start the school year off right, Pastor will bless backpacks and students for the 21-22 
school year.  Students of all ages can bring their backpacks to church and place them on 
the altar for a Back-to-School blessing.   

Back to School Blessing 
Sunday, August 22 

10:30 a.m. worship Service 
 

 

 

WORSHIP AND PICNIC AT THE BEACH 

Bethel Lutheran in partnership with Christ Lutheran in Valparaiso, is hosting a worship 

service and picnic at Marquette Park. 

Members from Christ Lutheran and Bethel have been fellowshipping and praying 

together for several months to form a partnership where we come together as 

brothers and sisters in Christ.  

This Beach Worship and Picnic is a partnership with Bethel Lutheran Church, Gary, 

and Christ Lutheran Church, Valparaiso 

o August 8, 2021 

o Marquette Park, Area 5 (located by the Lagoon) 

o Worship Service at 10:30 a.m. 

o Picnic and Fellowship to follow 

o Bring a chair 

o You may be required to pay a parking fee 

o If you are interested in volunteering, please contact the church office (219)-938-

6677. 

 

Great Summertime opportunity for prayer, food, fun and games. Bring your 

family, friends, and a welcoming heart to meet our friends from Christ Lutheran 

Church. 
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BETHEL STAFF 

 
Pastor         Pastor Joy Heine  
Organist/Musician      Greg Bueltmann 
Office Secretary      Charolette Hawkins 

 
CHURCH COUNCIL: 
 
President       Pastor Joy Heine 
Vice President       Gregory Bueltmann 
Secretary       Dixie Sayles 
Asst. Secretary      Kay Edmonds 
Financial Secretary      Derrick Hess 
Treasurer       Florzell Hawkins 
Member       Lillie McElroy 
Member       Chuk Onwuka  
         

 
MINISTRY TEAMS Liaison to Council:  
 
Faith Formation       
Outreach        
Property       Florzell Hawkins 
Social Ministry       Lillie McElroy 
Worship       Greg Bueltmann 
Inreach       Dixie Sayles 

                    
ORGANIZATION LEADERS: 
 
Altar Guild       Alice Harrington 
Choir        Barbara Patterson 
Sunday Hospitality Elaine Sandine and Women of 

Bethel 
Bethel Women of ELCA     Vacant  

 
Church Office phone: 219-938-6677   Email: bethelmiller@hotmail.com 

www.facebook.com/bethelmillerbeach 
          Website: www.Bethelmiller.org 

We welcome our visitors in the name of Jesus. 

If you do not have a regular church home, we invite you to return to worship with us every 
week.  If you have questions, please contact Pastor Joy Heine at 219-938-6677 or visit our 
website www.bethelmiller.org  

about:blank
about:blank
about:blank

