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REFLECTIONS FROM PASTOR JOY 

 

“Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all the earth; break forth into joyous song 

and sing praises.”  

Psalm 98:4 

 Tyler, Taylor, Cyanna, Auguste and I attended Camp Lutherwald 

confirmation camp, June 13-18. We were uncertain what to expect. Mrs. 

Lillie told us it was a fabulous camp; other pastors we knew took their 

youth, but we had never been. 

 As we drove in the car, the anticipation was in the air; the youth 

played games in the car, laughing and teasing.   Time flew. Once at camp, 

the youth found their cabins, settled in and began meeting their 

counselors, and making new friends.  They swam, sang song to God, 

learned new prayers, listened to stories and messages, enjoying 

themselves. Unwinding from an incredibly tense year of remote learning.  

 As the hours went on, I watched the tension that had been resting 

in their bodies, minds, and souls from the year, slowly started to release. 

The first night, as we gathered for dinner, the counselors began to teach 

them a prayer with motions; you could see the eyes rolling, the resistance, 

the look of “you’ve got to be kidding me,” but one by one, they joined in, 

first the adult, then the brave ones, till all were participating.  

The process took time; it did not happen on the first day; yet, they eased 

into the culture of camp.  And hour by hour, their voices became more 

powerful when they would sing and pray. They grew in confidence; 

knowing they were important, meant to be here.  

(continued next page)  
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As they traversed the camp for different activities, all we could hear was joyful 

noises. The first morning of camp, the counselors woke up the youth and took 

them on a polar bear swim! All we could hear was screaming. Once they cleaned 

up, the counselors walked with them to say good morning to things around camp, 

like the water. The counselors give a countdown, and say 1, 2, 3 and the campers 

yelled, good morning water! I thought several of the youth would not participate; 

it felt silly, but they loved it! And after saying good morning to many other items, 

chattered all the way to breakfast. 

 They emerged from their cocoons. The ones that had been holding them 

safe during COVID, at home, sheltering in place.  They were more fully able to be 

themselves through silly fun and play. By day three, I witnessed Taylor and 

Cyanna laughing so hard, they could not sit up straight on the picnic table bench.  

Fresh air, rest, and play released the tension, stress, and anxiety they had been 

living with for so long.  

 This is what God desires for us, to slowly reemerge from our cocoons of this 

past year, through rest, creation, and play. Finding ways to lighten our loads with 

laughter and fun! As adults, we so often take life too seriously, but it is time to let 

some of that go. Get out and play, blow some bubbles, do something silly, dance 

like no one is watching you. Play your favorite game, laugh with your friends and 

family. Release the tension, anxiety and stress held in your body, so God can 

come into your souls and light up your lives.  

 

“Light in a messenger’s eyes brings joy to the heart, and good news gives health to 

the bones.”   

Proverbs 15:30 

 
~~Pastor Joy Heine 

 
 
 

 

http://elca.org/
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GOD’S BEAUTIFUL DARK WORKS 
July 31, 2020 
By: Bishop Elizabeth Eaton 
 
Perhaps one of the best-known verses in the New 
Testament is John 3:16: “For God so loved the world 
that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who 
believes in him may not perish but may have eternal 
life.” It comes toward the end of a deep conversation 
between Nicodemus, a leader of his people, and Jesus. 
Much has been made about the detail that Nicodemus 
sought out Jesus at night. Was he afraid to be seen? 
Was this a stealthy move under the cover of darkness? 

This encounter isn’t usually regarded as Nicodemus’ 
finest hour. The mention of night casts a shadow (pun 

intended) on this holy meeting. Darkness and blackness and night are too often 
contrasted with lightness and whiteness and day, and found deficient. But I want 
to consider the beautiful dark works of God. 

“In the beginning … darkness covered the face of the deep” (Genesis 1:1-2). 
Creation began in the dark. The mysterious outpouring of God’s love that brought 
all things into being, and continues creating and sustaining the universe and all 
that is in it, was the beautiful dark work of God. 

When Abram began to doubt God’s faithfulness, the Lord took him on a walk and, 
pointing to the midnight sky, said, “Look toward heaven and count the stars, if 
you are able to count them. … So shall your descendants be” (Genesis 15:5). Jacob 
wrestled all night with God and was irrevocably changed. Samuel heard a voice 
calling to him in the dark and became a mighty prophet. At midnight, the Lord 
passed over Egypt and set the people free. 

The Messiah’s birth was announced by angels to shepherds in the dark. Jesus’ 
Passion began and his Holy Supper was given “on the night in which he was 
betrayed.” When he was crucified, it was dark from noon to 3. The redemption of 
all creation was a beautiful dark work of God. 

The redemption of all creation was a beautiful dark work of God. 
Presiding Bishop Emeritus H. George Anderson was asked to comment on the 
Crystal Cathedral (now Christ Cathedral)—the glass structure filled with light. He 
observed that light didn’t allow spaces for dark where one could sense the 

https://www.livinglutheran.org/2020/03/lectionary-blog-god-grants-grace/
https://www.elca.org/About/History/Former-Presiding-Bishops/The-Rev-H-George-Anderson
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mystery of God. King Solomon understood that when, at the dedication of the 
temple, he declared, “The Lord has said that he would dwell in thick darkness” (1 
Kings 8:12). The glory of God is shielded and revealed in darkness. It is 
incomprehensible and irresistible. 

Back to Nicodemus. Maybe he was experiencing his own “dark night of the soul” 
when he came looking for Jesus. This expression has come to stand for doubt and 
angst and emptiness. That’s not how St. John of the Cross meant it. He 
understood it to be the beginning of his journey toward union with God, toward 
communion with Love. I think Nicodemus was looking for the same thing, and he 
found it. It was in this middle-of-the-night, heart-of-darkness promise that Jesus 
revealed to Nicodemus the intention God had for the world God so loved. 

Darkness isn’t a symbol of emptiness, or godforsakenness. It’s not synonymous 
with everything that is dry and barren and lifeless. Nine chapters later in the 
Gospel of John, Jesus tells his disciples: “Unless a grain of wheat falls into the 
earth and dies, it remains just a single grain; but if it dies, it bears much fruit” 
(12:24). I think of the rich, black soil of my native Ohio. Each spring it brings 
abundant life. Single grains become many; individuals become community. As 
Sister Joan Chittister wrote: “Darkness deserves gratitude. It is the alleluia point at 
which we learn to understand that all growth does not take place in the sunlight.” 

By tradition, the Resurrection is heralded at night during the Easter Vigil. In this 
beautiful liturgy people gather in the darkness and hear the ancient words: “This 
is the night when once you led our forebears, Israel’s children, from slavery in 
Egypt. This is the night when Christ broke the prison bars of death.” 

The liberation of God’s people, Israel, and the redemption of all creation are the 
beautiful dark works of God. 

(from: Living Lutheran magazine written by Bishop Elizabeth Eaton) 
God’s beautiful dark works - Living Lutheran 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.livinglutheran.org/2020/04/keeping-vigil/
https://www.livinglutheran.org/2020/07/gods-beautiful-dark-works/
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       MASSAGE FROM CONGREGATIONAL PRESIDENT,  
GREG BUELTMANN 
 
 Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord 
Jesus Christ,  
 
I pray that our quarterly newsletter finds you enjoying the 
beautiful summer weather and rejoicing in God’s blessings.  It is 
exciting to consider that many indicators are telling us that we 

are on the other side of the Covid-19 journey that began in March 2020.   
 
According to the CDC (www.cdc.gov), as of June 17 vaccination levels for those 
age 65 and above in Lake County, Indiana are above 75%.  Vaccination levels for 
the general population in Lake County is at 49%.  Despite this, transmission levels 
in Lake County are substantial (on a scale of low, moderate, substantial, and high).   
 
Bishop Bill Gafkjen of the ELCA Indiana-Kentucky Synod in his guidance from May 
2021 continues to advise patience and caution regarding returning to in-person 
worship, congregational singing, and other activities that are high-risk for those 
people who are not vaccinated. We will follow this guidance through the summer 
and look forward to returning to church in full force in the fall provided the trends 
we are currently seeing continue.   
 
In the meantime, let us thank God for the blessings we continue to receive and 
celebrate our faith by engaging in the outdoor activities that are planned for the 
coming weeks and months. 
 
Peace,  
Greg Bueltmann, Congregational President and Council Vice-President 
 

CHURCH OFFERING  
Although we are unable to gather for worship face to face, please continue to 
share your offering as you are able. The following opportunities are available:  

• Place in mailbox at Bethel.  

• Mail check to Bethel Lutheran, 411 N. Montgomery St., Gary, IN 46403  

• Online giving: https://tithe.ly/give?c=1234592 

• www.bethelmiller.org on the Giving page 

• Your Bank may provide free bill pay.  

https://tithe.ly/give?c=1234592
http://www.bethelmiller.org/
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JULY 

Patricia Curry        July 5 
Kendra Riley         July 7 
Brandon Hoskins        July 10 
Theola Junigan        July 12 
Barbara Patterson        July 19 
Ronald Barnett        July 23 
Bayne Spotwood        July 24 
Addie Hooper        July 30 
 

AUGUST 
Tanya Bolden        August 13 
Taylor Spotwood        August 15 
Tyler Spotwood         August 15 
Khaon Robinson        August 17 
Eddie McElroy Jr.        August 27 
 

 
SEPTEMBER 

 
Autumn Galazin        September 2 
Dorothy Nevils        September 5 
Jeanine Roper        September 6 
Katherine Falk        September 10 
Cyanna Wasniowski       September 11 
Charlette Argyilan        September 12 
Ruth Onwuka        September 14 
Kylie Neely         September 22 

 

BIRTHDAYS  
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ANNIVERSARIES   
 

Eddie & Lillie McElroy      August 4 

 

Chukwudi & Ruth Onwuka      August 15 

 

Florzell & Charolette Hawkins     August 25 

 

Michael Wasniowski & Pastor Joy    August 28 

 

Roscoe & Margo Parker      September 6 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

JUST A LITTLE HUMOR! 
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PUZZLE 
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NOT YOUR ORDINARY TIME 

 

What is Ordinary time?  

The longest season of the church begins after Pentecost and runs through the 

summer and autumn until Advent brings a new church year. It’s a bit of a 

misnomer to call this time a “season.” Rather, it is the time falling outside of 

Advent, Christmas, Epiphany and Lent, the church’s true liturgical seasons. This is 

the Tempus per Annum, the “time throughout the year,” which is known in 

liturgical circles as “Ordinary Time.” The 33 or 34 Sundays, including those 

between Epiphany and the beginning of Lent and those between Pentecost 

Sunday and the beginning of Advent, make up Ordinary Time. 

 

There’s no consensus on how these Sundays came to be known by the term 

“ordinary.” It comes either from the ordinal numbering of the Sundays in the 

season (first, second, last) or—more simply and more likely—from the ordinary 

English word ordinary, meaning common, usual or customary. Unfortunately, the 

definition of ordinary also carries the connotations “unexceptional,” 

“uninteresting” or “unsurprising.” This time is no break from the splendor of the 

church year. Instead, it is a celebration of the ongoing work of the Holy Spirit in 

the church. Through the Word and the Sacrament, we explore the themes of 

justification, sin, grace, love, obedience, endurance and hope. This is truly the 

“Time of the Church.” 

We have Ordinary time things to do.  We need to go to church 

regularly, to feed on God’s Word and receive His Holy Spirit.  We need to spend 

time studying the scriptures, growing deeper in the faith.  We need to go about 

our daily work, telling other about the good news of Jesus Christ.  We should 

fellowship with other Christians, and spend time in pray with one another.   

 
 

 Not Your Ordinary Time - Saint John’s Lutheran (stjohnsfc.org) 

https://www.stjohnsfc.org/ministries/worship/201-not-your-ordinary-time
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 ONGOING EVENTS  
 

BUILDING MAINTENANCE FUNDRAISER:  LOOSE CHANGE- 

Bethel Lutheran Church has begun a building maintenance fundraising 
campaign.   The first phase of the campaign is collecting “Loose 
change”.   Bring the loose coins from your old shoe box or under 
your couch cushions.  We will have a collection container during 
every Sunday worship service until September 19.   Every little bit 
helps to keep the building in good repair.   

 

OUTDOOR WORSHIP SERVICES  
(Weather Permitting) 
 
We started in May worshipping outdoors once per month under the 

beautiful sky in the south parking lot of the church.  The reminding 

schedule for our outdoor worship is:  

o Sunday, July 11  

o Sunday, August 8 (at Marquette Park near the lagoon 

worship and picnic) 

o Sunday, September 19  

Please join us and bring a chair.   

  

 
COUNCIL MEETINGS 
Council meetings are at 7:00 p.m. every third Tuesday of the month.  Bethel 
members are welcome to attend the meetings.  Next meetings are: 

 
o July 13 
o August 17 
o September 14 
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UPCOMING EVENTS  
INDEPENDENCE DAY, JULY 4TH  

 

“A prayer for our Country” 

Grant, O God, that your holy and life-giving Spirit may move every human heart. 

Grant that the barriers which divide us may crumble, suspicions disappear, and hatreds 

cease. We pray that, with our divisions healed, we might live in justice and peace, 

through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

VACATION TIME 

Pastor Joy will be on a much-needed vacation from July 17 to August 2. 

Worship Services during Pastor’s absence are as follows; 

• July 18 – Spirit filled Church Anew worship service board casted in the 
sanctuary and online.  

• July 25 – A message from Greg Bueltmann, Congregational President 

• August 2 – A message for Mary Stewart-Pellegrini, PhD. 

During Pastor’s vacation emergency calls should be directed to the church office.   
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WORSHIP AND PICNIC AT THE BEACH 

Bethel Lutheran in partnership with Christ Lutheran in Valparaiso, is hosting a 

worship service and picnic at Marquette Park.   

Members from Christ Lutheran and Bethel have been fellowshipping and praying 

together for several months to form a partnership where we come together as 

brothers and sisters in Christ.   

This Beach Worship and Picnic is a partnership with Christ Lutheran Church, 

Valparaiso  

o August 8, 2021 

o Marquette Park, Area 5 (located by the Lagoon) 

o Worship Service at 10:30 a.m. 

o Picnic and Fellowship to follow 

o Bring a chair  

o You may be required to pay a parking fee 

o If you are interested in joining the planning committee, please 

contact the church office (219)938-6677.   

Great summertime opportunity for prayer, food, fun and games. 

Bring your family and friends to meet our friends from Christ Lutheran Church.   

 

BLESSING FOR THE SCHOOL YEAR 
 
To start the school year off right, Pastor will bless backpacks and students for the 
21-22 school year.  Students of all ages can bring their backpack to church and 
place them on the altar for a Back-to-School blessing.   

 
 

Back to School Blessing 
Sunday, August 22 

10:30 a.m. Worship Service  
 
 

Back to School!  
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20TH ANNIVERSARY OF 9-11 
 

This year marks the 20th Anniversary of the Terrorist Attack on the 
U.S. “September 11th is Patriot Day and a National Day of Service and 
Remembrance. 

 

 
 
 

 
GRANDPARENT’S DAY 

Sunday, September 12th 
Don’t forget Grandparents!  

5 Fun Ways to Celebrate Grandparents Day 
1. Have a sleepover.  
2. Let the kids create some original art for their grandparents in their lives.  
3. Start a regular Grandparents’ Day tradition.  
4. Let the kids do a little time travel by interviewing their grandparents.  
5. Create Brag books! 

 
 

 
BIBLE STUDY  
 

Bible Study resumes Wednesday, September 15 at 
10:30 a.m. 

 In person and zoom 
 Please join us for prayer and lively Bible discussions! 
 

 

 

https://www.bing.com/search?q=Patriot+Day&filters=sid%3a845ec5df-5816-00d3-884e-ee54e8cfdd6c&form=ENTLNK
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FAITH FORMATION 

 
What does Faith Formation mean to you? 
Join us to explore how Faith Formation can affect you and your family.   
Faith Formation classes for the young and young at heart, will begin again 
on Sunday, September 19 immediately following worship service.  

 
 

 
WELCOME BACK! 
 

Bethel will be open for full in person worship services 
starting Sunday, September 12.   
 
For those who are unable to attend in person, we will 
continue live streaming our services on Facebook and 
YouTube.   
 
We look forward to seeing you.  Coffee and fellowship after service.  
 

 
Join us for Worship at home or wherever you are: 
Online Service is on:  

YouTube:  
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCc3974ZJisCzhwgN5uyphFw 
 
Facebook:   
https://facebook.com/events/s/bethel-lutheran-online-
worship/285814119301654/?ti=icl 
 
Communion Service is every second Sunday of the Month at home and in person. 

 
 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCc3974ZJisCzhwgN5uyphFw
https://facebook.com/events/s/bethel-lutheran-online-worship/285814119301654/?ti=icl
https://facebook.com/events/s/bethel-lutheran-online-worship/285814119301654/?ti=icl
http://elca.org/
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CONFIRMATION CLASS 2021 
Congratulations! 

Our Youth were Confirmed on Sunday, May 23, 2021 

Hi, my name is Taylor 
Spotwood. I will be 
attending Andrean High 
School in August for 9th 
grade.  My hobby is 
dancing at Beachfront 
Dance School, where I 
have been dancing for 
almost 9 years.  I have one 
brother, my twin named 
Tyler and my parents 
Barbara and Bayne 
Spotwood.  As a family, at 
least once a month, we 
enjoy having movie night.  
I enjoy being on my 
Church’s Technology team 
and learning more about 
the Lord every day.   

 

Hi my name is Cyanna 
Wasniowski.  I am an 8th 
grader at James Hart 
Middle School.  I enjoy 
contemplating the 
universe in my free time.  
My family consist of my 
11-year-old brother 
Auguste, my parents Joy 
Heine & Michael 
Wasniowski, and my two 
dogs Rhubarb and Bailey 
(16 months old).  My 
favorite part of church is 
exploring my faith with 
my fellow confirmands, 
Taylor and Tyler 
Spotwood.   

 

 
Hello, my name is Tyler 
Spotwood.  I currently 
attend Discovery 
Charter School and I’m 
heading into 9th grade.  
I plan on attending 
Andrean.  I enjoy 
playing football, 
basketball, and 
baseball.  I have a twin 
sister named Taylor.  I 
enjoy helping with 
ideas with the Church.   
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BETHEL LUTHERAN CHURCH 

411 N. Montgomery Street 

Gary, Indiana 46403 
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BETHEL LUTHERAN CHURCH 

Contact us 

Website: www.bethelmiller.org 

Email: bethelmiller@hotmail.com 

www.facebook.com/bethelmillerbeach 

Phone: 219-938-6677 

 

Worship Service Sundays at 10:30 a.m. 

Pastor Joy Heine 

Newsletter Staff 

Pastor Joy Heine 

Greg Bueltmann 

Derrick Hess 

Charolette Hawkins 

  

http://www.facebook.com/bethelmillerbeach

