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WELCOME 

 
Bethel’s Mission Statement – Bethel’s mission is to be a Lutheran 

congregation of the Church of Jesus Christ in the community of 

Miller, in which members are nurtured in the faith and by whom 

community residents are ministered to, with the expectation that 

the Holy Spirit will add to our fellowship and ministry. 

Welcome to worship! May you experience the blessing of God for 

you and your life during this time. Bethel Lutheran Church is open to 

everyone and all are welcome here.  Enjoy the music; raise your 

voice in song and prayer.  Let the Spirit of the Lord touch your heart 

and soul and feel free to join in worship again in the coming weeks. 

Holy Communion – is celebrated the second Sunday of each month.  

Holy Communion is open to all the baptized in addition to those who 

worship here on a regular basis.  Holy Communion is administered 

by the distribution of individual “Fellowship Cups” which contain a 

wafer (bread) and juice (wine).   

If you are new to worship, you are invited to fill out a Welcome 

Card or write your name, address and phone number on a sheet of 

paper then place it in the offering plate.   

Additional information about the variety of ministry opportunities 
here at Bethel are listed at the end of this worship bulletin. 
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CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS  

Blessed be the holy Trinity, one God, who forgives all our sin, whose mercy endures 

forever. 

Amen. 

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no 

secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, 

that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus 

Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

Gracious God,  

Have mercy on us. We confess that we have turned from you and given ourselves into 

the power of sin. We are truly sorry and humbly repent. In your compassion forgive us 

our sins, known and unknown, things we have done and things we have failed to do. 

Turn us again to you, and uphold us by your Spirit, so that we may live and serve you 

through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God 

forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by 

his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the 

name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 
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GATHERING HYMN      
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GREETING 
 
Pastor: The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

Cong:  And also with you. 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

AM: Let us pray.  

All: Lord of justification, with great joy we receive the gift of salvation which is ours 

not because of our own efforts, but because of the saving work of Christ.  Grant 

us full access to the glory of your salvation, an abundance that is more than 

enough for all humankind, for the sake of our redeeming Christ.  Amen  

 

BIBLE READING:     Galatians 1:13-17, 2:11-21 

A reading from Galatians. 

13 You have heard, no doubt, of my earlier life in Judaism. I was violently persecuting the 

church of God and was trying to destroy it. 14 I advanced in Judaism beyond many 

among my people of the same age, for I was far more zealous for the traditions of my 

ancestors. 15 But when God, who had set me apart before I was born and called me 

through his grace, was pleased 16 to reveal his Son to me,[a] so that I might proclaim him 

among the Gentiles, I did not confer with any human being, 17 nor did I go up to 

Jerusalem to those who were already apostles before me, but I went away at once into 

Arabia, and afterwards I returned to Damascus. 

Paul Rebukes Peter at Antioch 

11 But when Cephas came to Antioch, I opposed him to his face, because he stood self-

condemned; 12 for until certain people came from James, he used to eat with the 

Gentiles. But after they came, he drew back and kept himself separate for fear of the 

circumcision faction. 13 And the other Jews joined him in this hypocrisy, so that even 

Barnabas was led astray by their hypocrisy. 14 But when I saw that they were not acting 

consistently with the truth of the gospel, I said to Cephas before them all, “If you, 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Galatians+1%3A13-17%2C+2%3A11-21&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-29057a
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though a Jew, live like a Gentile and not like a Jew, how can you compel the Gentiles to 

live like Jews?”[a] 

Jews and Gentiles Are Saved by Faith 

15 We ourselves are Jews by birth and not Gentile sinners; 16 yet we know that a person is 

justified[b] not by the works of the law but through faith in Jesus Christ.[c] And we have 

come to believe in Christ Jesus, so that we might be justified by faith in Christ,[d] and not 

by doing the works of the law, because no one will be justified by the works of the 

law. 17 But if, in our effort to be justified in Christ, we ourselves have been found to be 

sinners, is Christ then a servant of sin? Certainly not! 18 But if I build up again the very 

things that I once tore down, then I demonstrate that I am a transgressor. 19 For through 

the law I died to the law, so that I might live to God. I have been crucified with 

Christ; 20 and it is no longer I who live, but it is Christ who lives in me. And the life I now 

live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God,[e] who loved me and gave himself for 

me. 21 I do not nullify the grace of God; for if justification[f] comes through the law, then 

Christ died for nothing. 

Word of God, word of life. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Galatians+1%3A13-17%2C+2%3A11-21&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-29079a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Galatians+1%3A13-17%2C+2%3A11-21&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-29081b
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Galatians+1%3A13-17%2C+2%3A11-21&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-29081c
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Galatians+1%3A13-17%2C+2%3A11-21&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-29081d
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Galatians+1%3A13-17%2C+2%3A11-21&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-29085e
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Galatians+1%3A13-17%2C+2%3A11-21&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-29086f
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GOSPEL:        Luke 18:9-14 

The holy gospel according to Luke. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

9 He also told this parable to some who trusted in themselves that they were righteous 

and regarded others with contempt: 10 “Two men went up to the temple to pray, one a 

Pharisee and the other a tax collector. 11 The Pharisee, standing by himself, was praying 

thus, ‘God, I thank you that I am not like other people: thieves, rogues, adulterers, or 

even like this tax collector. 12 I fast twice a week; I give a tenth of all my income.’ 13 But 

the tax collector, standing far off, would not even look up to heaven, but was beating his 

breast and saying, ‘God, be merciful to me, a sinner!’ 14 I tell you, this man went down to 

his home justified rather than the other; for all who exalt themselves will be humbled, 

but all who humble themselves will be exalted.”        

The gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

 

MESSAGE FOR THE YOUTH       

 

SERMON         PASTOR JOY HEINE 
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HYMN OF THE DAY  
 

 
APOSTLES’ CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I believe in Jesus 

Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the 

virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he 

descended to the dead.* On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he 

is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the 

dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
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THE PRAYERS  
AM: Let us prayer 

Alive in the risen Christ by the power of the Holy Spirit, we bring our prayers 

before God who promises to hear us and answer in steadfast love. 

 (Pause for silent reflection) 

AM: Loving God, you call us to be your fruit-bearing church. Strengthen the bonds 

among all Christian churches. Today we pray for the Moravian Church, giving 

thanks for the life and witness of Nicolaus Ludwig von Zinzendorf, renewer of the 

church and hymnwriter. Hear us, O God. 

All: Your mercy is great. 

AM: Creating God, the earth praises you. The seas roar and the hills sing for joy. Fill the 

earth with your love so that by their song, all creatures of land and sea and sky, 

burrowing and soaring, may call us to join with them in praise. Hear us, O God. 

All: Your mercy is great. 

AM: Faithful Savior, you conquer the world not with weapons but with undying love. 

Plant your word in the hearts of the nations’ leaders and give them your Spirit, so 

that the peoples of the world may live in peace. Hear us, O God. 

All: Your mercy is great. 

AM: Caring Healer, you forget no one and accompany the lonely. Be present with 

those who are sick or suffering (especially Lashoda Brown, Will Thomas, George 

Priest, Carlton Potts,  Denise Marie Jones, Texann Robinson, Dominic Cruse, Loreth 

Johnson,  Merle Brown, Talia Shelton, Tomorrow Reid, David Rose, Ann Rose, 

Mark Galazin, Autumn Galazin, Emil Mariani, Jim Kiercheras, Bob Hernandez, 

Elaine Sandine, Toronna Qualls, Crispen Bowfinger, Juanita Walker, Tommy 

Walker, Ebbie Lee Hill,  Andrea Griffith, Naudia Lewis, Taraji Lewis, Jomar Hess, 

Bayne Spotwood, Patricia Bueltmann, Willie Patterson,  Marvin Lewis, Danny 

McCoy, Bob Arvidson, Mildred Shannon, William and Vertis Bolden ). Provide for 

those needing homes or medical care and point us towards life-changing 

responses to these needs in our own communities. Be with the dying (especially). 

Hear us, O God. 

All: Your mercy is great. 
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AM: Gracious God, as a mother comforts her child, you comfort us. Bless mothers and 

mothering people in our lives. Comfort those who miss their mothers, mothers 

who grieve, those who grieve because they cannot be mothers, and those who 

have never known a loving mother. Hear us, O God. 

All: Your mercy is great. 

AM: Gentle Redeemer, all who die in you abide in your presence forever. We 

remember with thanksgiving those who shared your love throughout their lives 

(especially Lucy Clay, Mr. and Mrs. Le, Elaine Gale, Lou Jeanne Walton, Mona 

Matson, Ernest Ellis, Ama Lee Paskel, Diane Onatola, Jesus Otero,  Vernon 

Howlett, Mike Creaney, Billy Williams, John Karagory, and Bob Murphy)). Keep us 

united with them in your lasting love. Hear us, O God. 

All: Your mercy is great. 

Pastor: In the hope of new life in Christ, we raise our prayers to you, trusting in 

your never-ending goodness and mercy; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

All: Amen. 

 

 

SHARING OF THE PEACE  

Pastor: The peace of Christ be with you always 
Cong:  And with you also  

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

OFFERING  (For Online Contributions go to https://tithe.ly/give?c=1234592 or the Giving 
page on the website www.bethelmiller.org ) 
 
   

about:blank
about:blank
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OFFERING PRAYER 

AM: Let us pray. 

All: Blessed are you, O God, ruler of heaven and earth. Day by day you shower us 

with blessings. As you have raised us to new life in Christ, give us glad and 

generous hearts, ready to praise you and to respond to those in need, through 

Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 
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THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 

Pastor:   The Lord be with you 

All:  And also with you 

 

Pastor:  Lift up your hearts 

All:   We lift them to the Lord 

 

Pastor:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God 

All:  It is right to give our thanks and praise.    

 

PREFACE 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus 

Christ, whose suffering and death gave salvation to all. You gather your people around 

the tree of the cross, transforming death into life. And so, with all the choirs of angels, 

with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name.  

 
THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
 
Holy One, the beginning and the end, the giver of life: 
Blessed are you for the birth of creation. 
Blessed are you in the darkness and in the light. 
Blessed are you for your promise to your people. 
Blessed are you in the prophets’ hopes and dreams. 
Blessed are you for Mary’s openness to your will. 
Blessed are you for your Son Jesus, 
the Word made flesh. 
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In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
Let us proclaim the mystery of faith: 
 
Christ has died. 
Christ is risen. 
Christ will come again. 
 
With this bread and cup 
we remember your Word dwelling among us, 
full of grace and truth. 
We remember our new birth in his death and resurrection. 
We look with hope for his coming. 
 
Come, Lord Jesus. 
 
Holy God, we long for your Spirit. 
Come among us. 
Bless this meal. 
May your Word take flesh in us. 
Awaken your people. 
Fill us with your light. 
Bring the gift of peace on earth. 
 
Come, Holy Spirit. 
 
All praise and glory are yours, 
Holy One of Israel, 
Word of God incarnate, 
Power of the Most High, 
one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
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COMMUNION 

The body of Christ, given for you. 

The blood of Christ, shed for you. 

Amen. 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 

done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 

trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 

glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

 

Pastor:  The Body and Blood of our Lord and Savior strengthen you and keep you in 
His grace. 

ALL: Amen 
 
 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

AM: Let us pray. 

All: Life-giving God, in the mystery of Christ’s resurrection you send light to conquer 

darkness, water to give new life, and the bread of life to nourish your people. 

Send us forth as witnesses to your Son’s resurrection, that we may show your 

glory to all the world, through Jesus Christ, our risen Lord. 

Amen. 

 

BLESSING 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace. 

Amen. 
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SENDING HYMN  
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DISMISSAL 

AM: Go out into the world in peace; have courage; hold on to what is good; 

return no one evil for evil; strengthen the fainthearted; support the weak, 

and help the suffering; honor all people; love and serve the Lord, rejoicing 

in the power of the Holy Spirit. 

Cong:  Amen. 

AM:  God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

Cong:  Thanks be to God. 

Cong:  With joyful hearts, living in Christ 
  We love and serve our neighbors. 
  We are Bethel! 
 
Copyright © 2017 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual 
License #SAS026095.New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National 
Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 
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THIS WEEK’S OPPORTUNITIES 

PLEASE SEE OUR WEBSITE FOR WAYS YOU CAN JOIN THESE TIMES TOGETHER ON-LINE!  

TODAY             10:30 a.m.   Sunday Morning    
TUESDAY     9:30 a.m.   Walk for Life 
WEDNESDAY   10:30 a.m.   Bible Study 
NEXT SUNDAY   10:30 a.m.   Sunday Morning 
         Outdoor Worship  
         In-Person and online 

     12:00 p.m.   Confirmation Class 

     12:30 p.m.   Bible Study Bethel/Christ  

         Partnership 

 

      

      

Online Service is on:  

Youtube:  https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCc3974ZJisCzhwgN5uyphFw 

Facebook:  https://facebook.com/events/s/bethel-lutheran-online-

worship/285814119301654/?ti=icl  

______________________________________________________________ _ _______                          

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY:  None this week.  

  

  

 
 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY:  
 
Lucy Mariani    Today, May 9 
 
 
 

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS – Worship Service Bulletins are printed first thing Thursday 
mornings.  Please provide the office any announcements you would like posted by the 
Wednesday.   You can include words of encouragement in the bulletin during this time 
of isolation.  Please send words of encouragement to bethelmiller@hotmail.com. 
Thank you. 
 

about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
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IN OUR PRAYERS TODAY we remember those who are in need of healing 
(illness, infirmity, homebound, especially  Lashoda Brown, Will Thomas 
George Priest, Carlton Potts,  Denise Marie Jones, Texann Robinson, Dominic 
Cruse, Loreth Johnson, Bette Lawrence,  Merle Brown, Talia Shelton, 
Tomorrow Reid, David Rose, Ann Rose, Mark Galazin, Autumn Galazin, Emil 
Mariani, Jim Kiercheras, Bob Hernandez, Elaine Sandine, Toronna Qualls, Joe 
Swanson, Crispen Bowfinger, Juanita Walker, Tommy Walker, Ebbie Lee Hill,  Andrea 
Griffith, Naudia Lewis, Jomar Hess, Bayne Spotwood, Patricia Bueltmann, Willie 
Patterson,  Marvin Lewis, Danny McCoy, Bob Arvidson, Mildred Shannon, and Vertis 
Bolden 
 

 
THE BETHEL FAMILY lifts up in the saints of every time and place especially the families 

Lucy Clay, Mr. & Mrs. Le, Elaine Gale, Lou Jeanne Walton, Mona Matson, Ernest 
Ellis, Ama Lee Paskel, Diane Onatola, Jesus Otero,  Vernon Howlett, Mike Creaney, 
Billy Williams, John Karagory, Bob Murphy, Ben Watkins,  and Curtis Nevils). Please 
hold the families in prayer as they mourn these losses, comforting and supporting 

them in the example of our Savior, Jesus Christ, our Lord. 
 

 
THE BETHEL FAMILY CONTINUES TO PRAY:  Open the ways of love, in the pursuit of 
peace throughout the world, and bless the efforts of healthcare professionals, 
administrators, first responders, cleaning crew, grocery store workers, truck drivers, 
activists and caregivers for women and children experiencing domestic violence, relief 
workers, especially those who find themselves in harm’s way, Lillie McElroy, Latonya 
Lark, Kendra Riley, Matthew McLaurin, Brandon Campbell, and Edward Sampson.  
 

Want to help spread the word about our online worship service?  If so, send family and 
friends a text message at least an hour before the worship service begins inviting them 
to our online worship service and include the Facebook and YouTube link.   

Youtube:  https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCc3974ZJisCzhwgN5uyphFw 

Facebook:  https://facebook.com/events/s/bethel-lutheran-online-

worship/285814119301654/?ti=icl 

 

 

about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
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BIBLE STUDY  

 

 

Join us for lively discussion and reflections. 

Wednesdays at 10:30 a.m. 

o Wednesday, May 12, Galatians 3:1-9, 23-29 

o Wednesday, May 19, Act 2:1-4; Galatians 4:1-7  (last day of Bible study until 

September) 

 

In-person and zoom.  

YOUTH CONFIRMATION SCHEDULE: 

 

• Sunday, May 16 – God’s Story 

• Saturday, May 22 (10:00-3:00 p.m.) – Confirmation Retreat  

• Sunday, May 23 – CONFIRMATION SUNDAY 

• Sunday, June 6 – CELEBRATE! 

 

OUTDOOR WORSHIP SERVICE  

Mark Calendar May 16 (weather permitting) is our first outdoor worship for 

this season.   Bring a chair.  

o Every 3rd Sunday of the month until September 19th 

o South Parking lot 
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OUTDOOR YOUTH ADVENTURE CAMP 

o June 21 – June 25 

o Time 1:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m. 

o Kids ages 5 – 12 years old 

o Registration fee of $25 

o Some of the activities for the week include 

games, songs, sports, a nature walk, arts and 

crafts.  

o We are looking for volunteers to assist with activities.  Please call the 

church 219-938-6677 

PARTNERSHIP BIBLE STUDY – All are welcome! 

Bethel Lutheran Church, Gary and Christ Lutheran Church in Valparaiso, IN are 
working together to host this Bible study. It is scheduled for four weeks beginning 
Sunday, April 25, 2021 at 12:30 PM. Please join us. 

Join Zoom Meeting 
at https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89515245142?pwd=WDBWR2x3eG44WWpKc3ZZc25j
eVRsQT09 
 
Meeting ID: 895 1524 5142 
Passcode: Christ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89515245142?pwd=WDBWR2x3eG44WWpKc3ZZc25jeVRsQT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89515245142?pwd=WDBWR2x3eG44WWpKc3ZZc25jeVRsQT09
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Bethel Lutheran and Christ Lutheran partnership 

 

Saturday, June 12 starting at 8:00 am 

Come Join the Partnership Team for an in-person or virtual walk 

To join our team, contact one of the team’s captains 

Kathy Lundstrom, Christ Lutheran (Valpo) 

Kathy Sutherland, Christ Lutheran (Valpo) 

Shirley Henderson, Bethel Lutheran (Gary) 

or  

Call the Bethel Lutheran Church 219-938-6677 

Why Walk?  

Walking Provides; 

• Services to an average of 3,727 clients each month  

• 6,892 meals to program participants  

• Clothing to 442 women and children  

• Co-pays for essential medical care for 244 women  

• Housing for 32 adults and 13 children  

• Personal enrichment and wellness courses 4 times a week  

• Educational programs in Child Enrichment Center  

• Security deposits, rent assistance and utility assistance for 119 households 

• 2,752 round-trip rides to STH and important appointments  

• Many other programs, services and opportunities that underserved members of 

our community benefit from because of your fundraising efforts 
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BETHEL STAFF 

 
Pastor         Pastor Joy Heine  
Organist/Musician      Greg Bueltmann 
Office Secretary      Charolette Hawkins 

 
CHURCH COUNCIL: 
 
President       Pastor Joy Heine 
Vice President       Gregory Bueltmann 
Secretary       Dixie Sayles 
Asst. Secretary      Kay Edmonds 
Financial Secretary      Derrick Hess 
Treasurer       Florzell Hawkins 
Member       Lillie McElroy 
Member       Chuk Onwuka  
         

 
MINISTRY TEAMS Liaison to Council:  
 
Faith Formation       
Outreach        
Property       Florzell Hawkins 
Social Ministry       Lillie McElroy 
Worship       Greg Bueltmann 
Inreach       Dixie Sayles 

                    
ORGANIZATION LEADERS: 
 
Altar Guild       Alice Harrington 
Choir        Barbara Patterson 
Sunday Hospitality Elaine Sandine and Women of 

Bethel 
Bethel Women of ELCA     Vacant  

 
Church Office phone: 219-938-6677   Email: bethelmiller@hotmail.com 

www.facebook.com/bethelmillerbeach 
          Website: www.Bethelmiller.org 

We welcome our visitors in the name of Jesus. 

If you do not have a regular church home, we invite you to return to worship with us every 
week.  If you have questions, please contact Pastor Joy Heine at 219-938-6677 or visit our 
website www.bethelmiller.org  

about:blank
about:blank
about:blank

