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WELCOME 

 
Bethel’s Mission Statement – Bethel’s mission is to be a Lutheran 

congregation of the Church of Jesus Christ in the community of 

Miller, in which members are nurtured in the faith and by whom 

community residents are ministered to, with the expectation that 

the Holy Spirit will add to our fellowship and ministry. 

Welcome to worship! May you experience the blessing of God for 

you and your life during this time. Bethel Lutheran Church is open to 

everyone and all are welcome here.  Enjoy the music; raise your 

voice in song and prayer.  Let the Spirit of the Lord touch your heart 

and soul and feel free to join in worship again in the coming weeks. 

Holy Communion – is celebrated the second Sunday of each month.  

Holy Communion is open to all the baptized in addition to those who 

worship here on a regular basis.  Holy Communion is administered 

by the distribution of individual “Fellowship Cups” which contain a 

wafer (bread) and juice (wine).   

If you are new to worship, you are invited to fill out a Welcome 

Card or write your name, address and phone number on a sheet of 

paper then place it in the offering plate.   

Additional information about the variety of ministry opportunities 
here at Bethel are listed at the end of this worship bulletin. 
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CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS  

Blessed be the holy Trinity, one God, who forgives all our sin, whose mercy endures 

forever. 

Amen. 

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no 

secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, 

that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus 

Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

Gracious God,  

Have mercy on us. We confess that we have turned from you and given ourselves into 

the power of sin. We are truly sorry and humbly repent. In your compassion forgive us 

our sins, known and unknown, things we have done and things we have failed to do. 

Turn us again to you, and uphold us by your Spirit, so that we may live and serve you 

through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us alive 

together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of Jesus Christ, your 

sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit, that 

Christ may live in your hearts through faith.  

Amen. 
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GATHERING HYMN      
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GREETING 
 
Pastor: The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

Cong:  And also with you. 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

AM: Let us pray.  

All: Holy Giver and Receiver of Life, Your martyr, Stephen, shined with the light of 

your Holy spirit.  When his opponents took his life, he offered up his spirit to 

you, and prayed mercy for theirs.  Make Stephen an example of faith and 

courage for all your followers, for the sake of the one who brought light and life 

to this world, Jesus Christ.  Amen  

 

BIBLE READING      Acts 6:1-15, 7:1-2a, 44-60 

 

6 Now during those days, when the disciples were increasing in number, the Hellenists 
complained against the Hebrews because their widows were being neglected in the 
daily distribution of food. 2 And the twelve called together the whole community of the 
disciples and said, “It is not right that we should neglect the word of God in order to 
wait on tables.[a] 3 Therefore, friends,[b] select from among yourselves seven men of 
good standing, full of the Spirit and of wisdom, whom we may appoint to this 
task, 4 while we, for our part, will devote ourselves to prayer and to serving the 
word.” 5 What they said pleased the whole community, and they chose Stephen, a man 
full of faith and the Holy Spirit, together with Philip, Prochorus, Nicanor, Timon, 
Parmenas, and Nicolaus, a proselyte of Antioch. 6 They had these men stand before the 
apostles, who prayed and laid their hands on them. 

7 The word of God continued to spread; the number of the disciples increased greatly in 
Jerusalem, and a great many of the priests became obedient to the faith. 

The Arrest of Stephen 

8 Stephen, full of grace and power, did great wonders and signs among the 
people. 9 Then some of those who belonged to the synagogue of the Freedmen (as it 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts+6%3A1-15%2C+7%3A1-2a%2C+44-60&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-27093a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts+6%3A1-15%2C+7%3A1-2a%2C+44-60&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-27094b
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was called), Cyrenians, Alexandrians, and others of those from Cilicia and Asia, stood up 
and argued with Stephen. 10 But they could not withstand the wisdom and the 
Spirit[c] with which he spoke. 11 Then they secretly instigated some men to say, “We have 
heard him speak blasphemous words against Moses and God.” 12 They stirred up the 
people as well as the elders and the scribes; then they suddenly confronted him, seized 
him, and brought him before the council. 13 They set up false witnesses who said, “This 
man never stops saying things against this holy place and the law; 14 for we have heard 
him say that this Jesus of Nazareth[d] will destroy this place and will change the customs 
that Moses handed on to us.” 15 And all who sat in the council looked intently at him, 
and they saw that his face was like the face of an angel. 

Stephen’s Speech to the Council 

7 Then the high priest asked him, “Are these things so?” 2 And Stephen replied: 

“Brothers and fathers, listen to me. The God of glory appeared to our ancestor Abraham 
when he was in Mesopotamia, before he lived in Haran, 

44 “Our ancestors had the tent of testimony in the wilderness, as God directed when he 
spoke to Moses, ordering him to make it according to the pattern he had seen. 45 Our 
ancestors in turn brought it in with Joshua when they dispossessed the nations that God 
drove out before our ancestors. And it was there until the time of David, 46 who found 
favor with God and asked that he might find a dwelling place for the house of 
Jacob. 47 But it was Solomon who built a house for him. 48 Yet the Most High does not 
dwell in houses made with human hands; as the prophet says, 

49 ‘Heaven is my throne, 
    and the earth is my footstool. 
What kind of house will you build for me, says the Lord, 
    or what is the place of my rest? 
50 Did not my hand make all these things?’ 

51 “You stiff-necked people, uncircumcised in heart and ears, you are forever opposing 
the Holy Spirit, just as your ancestors used to do. 52 Which of the prophets did your 
ancestors not persecute? They killed those who foretold the coming of the Righteous 
One, and now you have become his betrayers and murderers. 53 You are the ones that 
received the law as ordained by angels, and yet you have not kept it.” 

 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts+6%3A1-15%2C+7%3A1-2a%2C+44-60&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-27101c
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts+6%3A1-15%2C+7%3A1-2a%2C+44-60&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-27105d
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The Stoning of Stephen 

54 When they heard these things, they became enraged and ground their teeth at 
Stephen. 55 But filled with the Holy Spirit, he gazed into heaven and saw the glory of God 
and Jesus standing at the right hand of God. 56 “Look,” he said, “I see the heavens 
opened and the Son of Man standing at the right hand of God!” 57 But they covered their 
ears, and with a loud shout all rushed together against him. 58 Then they dragged him 
out of the city and began to stone him; and the witnesses laid their coats at the feet of a 
young man named Saul. 59 While they were stoning Stephen, he prayed, “Lord Jesus, 
receive my spirit.” 60 Then he knelt down and cried out in a loud voice, “Lord, do not 
hold this sin against them.” When he had said this, he died.  

Word of God, word of life. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

 

 

 

 

 

 



8 
 

GOSPEL:         Luke 23:33-34a,46 

The holy gospel according to Luke. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

33When they came to the place that is called The Skull, they crucified Jesus there with 
the criminals, one on his right and one on his left. [[ 34Then Jesus said, "Father, forgive 
them; for they do not know what they are doing."]] And they cast lots to divide his 
clothing. 46Then Jesus, crying with a loud voice, said, "Father, into your hands I 
commend my spirit." Having said this, he breathed his last.  

The gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ 

 

 

MESSAGE FOR THE YOUTH      PASTOR JOY HEINE 

 

SERMON         PASTOR JOY HEINE 
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HYMN OF THE DAY  
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APOSTLES’ CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I believe in Jesus 

Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the 

virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he 

descended to the dead.* On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he 

is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the 

dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
 
THE PRAYERS  
AM: Let us prayer, 
AM: Alive in the risen Christ by the power of the Holy Spirit, we bring our prayers 

before God who promises to hear us and answer in steadfast love. 

 (Pause for silent reflection) 

AM: Living God, in the midst of Easter joy we are still filled with questions and 

wondering. Open our hearts and minds as we encounter the scriptures, so that 

the church embodies repentance and forgiveness in the name of Jesus to all 

nations. Hear us, O God. 

All: Your mercy is great. 

AM: Creating God, like a master artist you have fashioned the universe out of your 

love and delight. Heal your creation where it is in need of restoration (local 

concerns for creation may be named). Provide all the inhabitants of earth a 

peaceful and sustainable home. Hear us, O God. 

All: Your mercy is great. 

AM: God of all, the nations hunger and thirst for your righteousness. Many call on you 

for guidance and strength. Answer their hopes with the peace of Christ and give 

your lovingkindness to national, state, and local leaders of people. Hear us, O 

God. 

All: Your mercy is great. 
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AM: Healing God, you hear the cries of those in need and answer them in their 

distress. Grant to those who are sick and suffering your compassion and nurse 

them back to health and wholeness (especially LaShonda Brown,  George Priest, 

Carlton Potts,  Denise Marie Jones, Texann Robinson, Dominic Cruse, Loreth 

Johnson,  Merle Brown, Talia Shelton, Tomorrow Reid, David Rose, Ann Rose, 

Mark Galazin, Autumn Galazin, Emil Mariani, Jim Kiercheras, Bob Hernandez, 

Elaine Sandine, Toronna Qualls, Crispen Bowfinger, Juanita Walker, Tommy 

Walker, Ebbie Lee Hill,  Andrea Griffith, Naudia Lewis, Taraji Lewis, Jomar Hess, 

Bayne Spotwood, Patricia Bueltmann, Willie Patterson,  Marvin Lewis, Danny 

McCoy, Bob Arvidson, Mildred Shannon, William and Vertis Bolden ). Be close to 

the hearts of the lonely. Hear us, O God. 

All: Your mercy is great. 

AM: Loving Parent, you have given us such love that we should be called the children 

of God. Reveal yourself to us so that we in this community of faith will become 

more and more like you in our mutual love and bold witness. Hear us, O God. 

All: Your mercy is great. 

AM: God of all times and ages, those who have died in you now see you as you are. We 

thank you for their lives among us (especially Elaine Gale, Lou Jeanne Walton, 

Mona Matson, Ernest Ellis, Ama Lee Paskel, Diane Onatola, Jesus Otero,  Vernon 

Howlett, Mike Creaney, Billy Williams, John Karagory, Bob Murphy, Ben Watkins,  

and Curtis Nevils ). Assure us of the peace you have promised, that we may join 

them in everlasting life. Hear us, O God. 

All: Your mercy is great. 

Pastor: In the hope of new life in Christ, we raise our prayers to you, trusting in 

your never-ending goodness and mercy; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

All: Amen. 

 

SHARING OF THE PEACE  

Pastor: The peace of Christ be with you always 
Cong:  And with you also  
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

OFFERING  (For Online Contributions go to https://tithe.ly/give?c=1234592 or the Giving 
page on the website www.bethelmiller.org ) 
 
   

 
 

 

 

about:blank
about:blank
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OFFERING PRAYER 

AM: Let us pray. 

All: Blessed are you, O God, ruler of heaven and earth. Day by day you shower us 

with blessings. As you have raised us to new life in Christ, give us glad and 

generous hearts, ready to praise you and to respond to those in need, through 

Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 

 

 
LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 

done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 

trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 

glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

 

 

BLESSING 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace. 

Amen. 
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SENDING HYMN  
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DISMISSAL 

AM: Go out into the world in peace; have courage; hold on to what is good; 

return no one evil for evil; strengthen the fainthearted; support the weak, 

and help the suffering; honor all people; love and serve the Lord, rejoicing 

in the power of the Holy Spirit. 

Cong:  Amen. 

AM:  God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

Cong:  Thanks be to God. 

Cong:  With joyful hearts, living in Christ 
  We love and serve our neighbors. 
  We are Bethel! 
 
Copyright © 2017 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual 
License #SAS026095.New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National 
Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



16 
 

THIS WEEK’S OPPORTUNITIES 

PLEASE SEE OUR WEBSITE FOR WAYS YOU CAN JOIN THESE TIMES TOGETHER ON-LINE!  

TODAY             10:30 a.m.   Sunday Morning 
     12:00 p.m.   Confirmation Class 
TUESDAY     9:30 a.m.   Walk for Life 
     7:00 p.m.   Council Meeting 
         Zoom 
WEDNESDAY   10:30 a.m.   Bible Study 
Saturday    10a-2p   Confirmation Class 
NEXT SUNDAY   10:30 a.m.   Youth Worship Sunday  
         In-Person and online 

12:00 p.m. Bible Study in partnership 

with Christ Lutheran Church 

         

      

Online Service is on:  

Youtube:  https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCc3974ZJisCzhwgN5uyphFw 

Facebook:  https://facebook.com/events/s/bethel-lutheran-online-

worship/285814119301654/?ti=icl  

______________________________________________________________ _ _______                          

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY:  None this week.  

  

 Reginald & Patricia Curry   Monday, April 19 

 
 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY:  
 
 Elaine Sandine   Friday, April 23 
 
 
 

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS – Worship Service Bulletins are printed first thing Thursday 
mornings.  Please provide the office any announcements you would like posted by the 
Wednesday.   You can include words of encouragement in the bulletin during this time 
of isolation.  Please send words of encouragement to bethelmiller@hotmail.com. 
Thank you. 

about:blank
about:blank
about:blank


17 
 

  
IN OUR PRAYERS TODAY we remember those who are in need of healing 
(illness, infirmity, homebound, especially LaShonda Brown,  George Priest, 
Carlton Potts,  Denise Marie Jones, Texann Robinson, Dominic Cruse, Loreth 
Johnson, Bette Lawrence,  Merle Brown, Talia Shelton, Tomorrow Reid, David 
Rose, Ann Rose, Mark Galazin, Autumn Galazin, Emil Mariani, Jim 
Kiercheras, Bob Hernandez, Elaine Sandine, Toronna Qualls, Joe Swanson, 
Crispen Bowfinger, Juanita Walker, Tommy Walker, Ebbie Lee Hill,  Andrea Griffith, 
Naudia Lewis, Jomar Hess, Bayne Spotwood, Patricia Bueltmann, Willie Patterson,  
Marvin Lewis, Danny McCoy, Bob Arvidson, Mildred Shannon, and Vertis Bolden 
 

 
THE BETHEL FAMILY lifts up in the saints of every time and place especially the families 

Elaine Gale, Lou Jeanne Walton, Mona Matson, Ernest Ellis, Ama Lee Paskel, Diane 
Onatola, Jesus Otero,  Vernon Howlett, Mike Creaney, Billy Williams, John Karagory, 
Bob Murphy, Ben Watkins,  and Curtis Nevils ). Please hold the families in prayer as 
they mourn these losses, comforting and supporting them in the example of our 

Savior, Jesus Christ, our Lord. 
 

 
THE BETHEL FAMILY CONTINUES TO PRAY:  Open the ways of love, in the pursuit of 
peace throughout the world, and bless the efforts of healthcare professionals, 
administrators, first responders, cleaning crew, grocery store workers, truck drivers, 
activists and caregivers for women and children experiencing domestic violence, relief 
workers, especially those who find themselves in harm’s way, Lillie McElroy, Latonya 
Lark, Kendra Riley, Matthew McLaurin, Brandon Campbell, and Edward Sampson.  
 

Want to help spread the word about our online worship service?  If so, send family and 
friends a text message at least an hour before the worship service begins inviting them 
to our online worship service and include the Facebook and YouTube link.   

Youtube:  https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCc3974ZJisCzhwgN5uyphFw 

Facebook:  https://facebook.com/events/s/bethel-lutheran-online-

worship/285814119301654/?ti=icl 

 

 

about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
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BIBLE STUDY  

Join us for lively discussion and reflections. 

Wednesdays at 10:30 a.m. 

o Wednesday, April 21, Acts 8:26-39 

o Wednesday, April 28, Acts 15:1-18 

o Wednesday, May 5, Galatians 1:13-17; 2:11-21 

o Wednesday, May 12, Galatians 3:1-9, 23-29 

o Wednesday, May 19, Act 2:1-4; Galatians 4:1-7  (last day of Bible study until 

September) 

In-person and zoom.  

YOUTH CONFIRMATION SCHEDULE: 

• Sunday, April 18 (after church) – Begin plan worship service 

• Saturday, April 24 (10:00-3:00 p.m.) – Worship retreat for Worship service 

• Sunday, April 25 – Youth Lead Worship Service 

• Sunday, May 2 – Telling My Story 

• Sunday, May 16 – God’s Story 

• Saturday, May 22 (10:00-3:00 p.m.) – Confirmation Retreat  

• Sunday, May 23 – CONFIRMATION SUNDAY 

• Sunday, June 6 – CELEBRATE! 
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OUTDOOR WORSHIP SERVICE  

Mark Calendar May 16 (weather permitting) is our first outdoor worship for 

this season.   Bring a chair.  

o Every 3rd Sunday of the month until September 19th 

o South Parking lot 

 

 

 

OUTDOOR YOUTH ADVENTURE CAMP 

o June 21 – June 25 

o Time 1:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m. 

o Kids ages 5 – 12 years old 

o Registration fee of $25 

o Some of the activities for the week include 

games, songs, sports, a nature walk, arts and 

crafts.  

o We are looking for volunteers to assist with activities.  Please call the 

church 219-938-6677 
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BETHEL STAFF 

 
Pastor         Pastor Joy Heine  
Organist/Musician      Greg Bueltmann 
Office Secretary      Charolette Hawkins 

 
CHURCH COUNCIL: 
 
President       Pastor Joy Heine 
Vice President       Gregory Bueltmann 
Secretary       Dixie Sayles 
Asst. Secretary      Kay Edmonds 
Financial Secretary      Derrick Hess 
Treasurer       Florzell Hawkins 
Member       Lillie McElroy 
Member       Chuk Onwuka  
         

 
MINISTRY TEAMS Liaison to Council:  
 
Faith Formation       
Outreach        
Property       Florzell Hawkins 
Social Ministry       Lillie McElroy 
Worship       Greg Bueltmann 
Inreach       Dixie Sayles 

                    
ORGANIZATION LEADERS: 
 
Altar Guild       Alice Harrington 
Choir        Barbara Patterson 
Sunday Hospitality Elaine Sandine and Women of 

Bethel 
Bethel Women of ELCA     Vacant  

 
Church Office phone: 219-938-6677   Email: bethelmiller@hotmail.com 

www.facebook.com/bethelmillerbeach 
          Website: www.Bethelmiller.org 

We welcome our visitors in the name of Jesus. 

If you do not have a regular church home, we invite you to return to worship with us every 
week.  If you have questions, please contact Pastor Joy Heine at 219-938-6677 or visit our 
website www.bethelmiller.org  

about:blank
about:blank
about:blank

