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REFLECTIONS FROM PASTOR JOY 

 

New Life in Christ 

So, if anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation: everything old had 

passed away; see, everything has become new!    

2 Corinthians 5:17 

 

This spring has felt so different than any other.  As the snow piles 

accumulated through the month of February, began to melt, new life 

emerged.  Snowdrops, crocuses, and the green leaves of daffodils were 

the sign.  It was not instantaneous: The snow melted slowly over several 

days- no flooding, just watering the ground - allowing the flowers to 

emerge in the warm sun.  

As we entered spring, it felt we had missed an entire year. The 

promises spring brings - summer trips, family reunions, sports events, and 

large picnics - were lost, our physical connection to each other - gone. 

Isolated, trying to find our way through the divergent path a pandemic 

brought, was a challenge and brought great loss. 

It almost felt like we were frozen in time. 

But this spring, new hopes and promises feel fresh and real. Hope is 

in the air. Three vaccines, schools opening, life together, and planning for 

the future bring new visions.  We have navigated sheltering in place, 

wearing masks, and keeping our distance. We have thought through 

safety procedures and meaningful ways to connect. God kept working… 

and the church was open for the Holy Spirit to work among us, God’s 

children. 

(next page)  
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Now, we bring new resources to do God’s work - virtual worship, zoom 

Bible Studies, council meetings, and connecting with other congregations virtually 

- living justly with God’s children. We know this year brings new promises, 

memories, and dreams. The fond memories we have of spring and summers past 

are on the horizon. We watch as they unfold, and cherish times together more 

deeply.  

This is how a new life in Christ works:  We say goodbye to the old, “frozen 

in time” parts of our life, bring forward our lives and lessons we have learned, and 

allow God to plant new seeds of life in us, which will slowly, yet powerfully.  In 

Christ, life is not the “same ole same ole”; Christ changes us. Transforms us. 

Brings new life within us. This year took us by surprise, will forever change us; and 

yet Christ will use this for God’s glory, helping us reimagine how we spread the 

good news of faith, hope, and new life with Jesus as our foundation. 

 So, take off the old, and cloth yourself with a new life in Christ! 

 

Therefore, we have been buried with him by baptism into death, so that just as 

Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, so we too might walk in 

newness of life. Romans 6:4 

 
 
~~Pastor Joy Heine 

 
 
 

 

 

http://elca.org/
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PASTORAL MESSAGE TO THE PEOPLE AND COMMUNITIES 
OF THE INDIANA-KENTUCKY SYNOD, ELCA BISHOP BILL 
GAFKJEN   

MARCH 2021(excerpt for the March letter) 

 
Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let 
us also lay aside every weight and the sin that clings so closely, and let 

us run with perseverance the race that is set before us, looking to Jesus the pioneer and 
perfecter of our faith, who for the sake of the joy that was set before him endured the cross, 
disregarding its shame, and has taken his seat at the right hand of the throne of God.  Consider 
him who endured such hostility from sinners, so that you may not grow weary or lose heart. 
Hebrews 12:1-3, NRSV 

 
 
Dear People of God, 
 
As we wind our way through Lent toward Easter, we also appear to be getting 
closer to the far side of the coronavirus wilderness. The daily number of new 
COVID-19 cases has been decreasing. More and more people are receiving their 
vaccinations. Fewer counties across the synod territory are in the red zone. We 
give thanks to God for this and for the many people in various vocations who have 
given so much of themselves to make this possible, as well as the millions of 
citizens who have contributed by 
wearing masks and diligently observing other health protocols in order to slow 
the spread. 
 
But we are not out of the wilderness yet. People are still catching this dread virus, 
and many are still dying from it or suffering long term effects from it. More 
contagious strains continue to spread as scientists seek answers about immunity 
from them. Large parts of the population have yet to receive 
their vaccinations. 
 
It is crucial that we continue to run with perseverance the race that is set before 
us. Part of our Lenten discipline is to continue being careful, cautious, and 
patiently committed to the wellbeing of every neighbor. I encourage all of us to 
heed the advice of medical and public health experts who tell us to continue  
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(Bishop Gafkjen’s message continues) 
 

making the sacrifices necessary to bring this pandemic to an end: wearing our 
masks, observing distancing, washing our hands, avoiding crowds, getting 
vaccinated, and the like. In that vein, the suspension of synod staff travel will 
continue at least through the month of April. 
 
Perseverance also calls us to be cautious and wise about whether, when, and in 
what forms to gather together in-person for worship and other practices of 
Christian community. I share the longing for worshipping in-person together. The 
thought of the possibility of another Easter celebrated at a distance 
breaks my heart. Yet, the best way forward may well be to keep on doing what 
we’ve been doing for the foreseeable future. For the sake of the joy that is set 
before us on the other side of this wilderness, we can look to Jesus, lay aside what 
we must, carry the cross a bit further, and linger a little longer on Holy Saturday. 
We can do this because when we look to Jesus, we know that we can trust that 
the new, abundant, and lasting life that burst from the tomb that first Easter 
morning will spring forth from our own tomb-time to render resurrection for us 
and for our waiting world. 
 
Please be patient, slow and careful in returning to in-person gatherings. Be 
collaborative and kind, forbearing and forgiving, patient and disciplined with 
yourselves and with one another as you prayerfully discern how to be the body of 
Christ in coming weeks and months. Vaccinated and unvaccinated alike can walk 
together faithfully by walking the way of the cross, making sacrifices for 
the sake of others, not insisting on our own way (as Paul put it to the Corinthians), 
tending to the most vulnerable, and being patient and persistent in loving and 
serving our neighbor. 
 
 

CHURCH OFFERING  
Although we are unable to gather for worship face to face, please continue to 
share your offering as you are able. The following opportunities are available:  

• Place in mailbox at Bethel.  

• Mail check to Bethel Lutheran, 411 N. Montgomery St., Gary, IN 46403  

• Online giving: https://tithe.ly/give?c=1234592 

• www.bethelmiller.org on the Giving page 

• Your Bank may provide free bill pay.  

https://tithe.ly/give?c=1234592
http://www.bethelmiller.org/
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MASSAGE FROM CONGREGATIONAL PRESIDENT,  
GREG BUELTMANN 
 
 Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord 
Jesus Christ,  
 

 
Happy Easter!  As our Q2 newsletter is released we celebrate the resurrection of 
our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Last year we hoped in vain that the Covid-19 
Pandemic would ease by Easter and we would soon be able to resume regular 
worship.  This year it appears that worshipping together may soon be a reality as 
vaccines are becoming readily available and many have already been inoculated. 
We continue to pray for all who have been impacted by this terrible disease and 
its aftermath. 
 
Someday soon we hope to see an easing of the restrictions and cautions that have 
been necessary to protect those most vulnerable among our population. As this 
happens, may God grant us patience and grace to allow our friends and neighbors 
to return to activities at a pace that is appropriate for them.  It will be hard for us 
to know when it is safe to gather in groups and some will be more comfortable 
than others.  Each of us must make that decision for ourselves with Christ as our 
shepherd lighting our way. 
 
This Easter feels like it follows the longest Lenten season of all time!  The 
sacrifices that have been required of all of us during the pandemic pale in 
comparison to the sacrifice made by Christ our Savior.  May we always remember 
to reflect on the gift of eternal life that is given to us through Christ’s death on the 
cross.   
 
Peace,  
 
Greg Bueltmann, Congregational President and Council Vice-President 
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APRIL 
 

Willie Patterson         April 1 
Hugo Hernandez        April 10 
Janne Barnett        April 11 
Elaine Sandine        April 23 
 

 
MAY 

 
Lucy Mariani         May 9 
Vertis Bolden        May 17 
Morris Edmond        May 21 
Reginald Curry        May 24 
Elijah Goffin         May 28 

 
JUNE 

 
Diane Roper         June 12 
Gregory Bueltmann       June 22 
Derrick Hess         June 25 
 
 
 

 

 

BIRTHDAYS  
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ANNIVERSARIES   
 

Reginald & Patricia Curry     April 19 
 
Bill & Vertis Bolden     April 25 
 
Lee & Alice Harrington     June 5 

 
Willie & Barbara Patterson    June 23  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

JUST A LITTLE HUMOR! 
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UPCOMING EVENTS  
 

GOOD FRIDAY SERVICE 

Friday, April 2 

At 4:30 p.m. 

In-person and online 

LAKESIDE EASTER SERVICE 

Sunday, April 4 

8:00 a.m. 

Marquette Park Shelter 3 

Next to the playground 

(Bring a chair) 

  

Indoor worship service is at the regular time at 10:30 a.m.  in Sanctuary in-person 

and online (Facebook and YouTube).   

 

PET BLESSING 

Bring your pet for a special Pet blessing.  Walk up or Drive by, our pets are special 

to us and a big part of the family.   

o April 10   1:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m.  

o South Parking lot  

o All pets should be leashed or secured for 

their safety. 

o We love our Pets! 

o Pet treats will be available.  
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WALK FOR LIFE  

Join Shirley Henderson and others for a walk to beach, through the neighborhood 

or on the trail.   

o Tuesdays at 9:30 a.m. 

o Wear comfortable shoes.   

 

 

 

YOUTH WORSHIP SERVICE 

Sunday, April 25, Bethel’s Confirmation class will plan and lead our Sunday, 

worship service at 10:30 a.m.    

Please join in-person or online and pray for them as the spirit leads. 

 

PARTNERSHIP BIBLE STUDY 

All are welcome!  

 

Bethel Lutheran Church, Gary and Christ Lutheran Church in Valparaiso, IN are 

working together to host this bible study.  It is scheduled for 4 weeks beginning 

Sunday, April 25, 2021 at 12:30 PM via Zoom. Please join us.  

 

Join Zoom Meeting 
at https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89515245142?pwd=WDBWR2x3eG44WWpKc3

ZZc25jeVRsQT09 
 

Meeting ID: 895 1524 5142 
Passcode: Christ 
 
The bible study will be led by Adam Even-Gibson, Christ Lutheran, Greg 
Bueltmann, Bethel and Florzell Hawkins, Bethel.   
 

 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89515245142?pwd=WDBWR2x3eG44WWpKc3ZZc25jeVRsQT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89515245142?pwd=WDBWR2x3eG44WWpKc3ZZc25jeVRsQT09
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OUTDOOR WORSHIP SERVICE  

o Starting May 16 until September 19 (weather permitting) 

o Every 3rd Sunday of the month 

o South Parking lot 

o Bring a chair. 

 

 

CONFIRMATION SUNDAY ON PENTACOST 

Taylor Spotwood, Tyler Spotwood and Cyanna Wasniowski will be confirmed on 

Sunday, May 23 at 10:30 a.m. during the worship service.  These youth have 

worked diligently for the past 2 year to complete studies, serving others and 

leading in worship.   

The service will be in-person and on-line.   

Join us at 12:00 outside for cake and fellowship.   

 

OUTDOOR YOUTH ADVENTURE CAMP 

 

o Monday, June 21 – Friday, June 25 

o Time 1:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m. 

o Kids ages 5 to 12 years old 

o Registration fee is $25. 

o Some of the activities for the week include 

games, songs, sports, a nature walk, arts and 

crafts.  

o We are looking for volunteers to assist with activities.  Please call the 

church 219-938-6677 
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BIBLE STUDY 

Join us for lively discussion and reflections. 

Wednesdays at 10:30 a.m. 

o Wednesday, April 7, Luke 24:13-35 

o Wednesday, April 14, Luke 23:33-34a, 46 

o Wednesday, April 21, Luke 24:44-47 

o Wednesday, April 28, Luke 2:29-32 

o Wednesday, May 5, Luke 18:9-14 

o Wednesday, May 12, Luke 1:68-79 

o Wednesday, May 19, Luke 11:11-13 (last day of Bible study until 

September) 

 

In-person and zoom  

 

COUNCIL MEETINGS 
Council meetings are at 7:00 p.m. every third Tuesday of the month.  Bethel 
members are welcome to attend the meetings.  Next meetings are: 

 
o April 20 
o May 18 
o June 15 
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Save the Date: 

Beach Worship and Picnic in partnership with Christ Lutheran Church, 

Valparaiso  

o August 8, 2021 

o Marquette Park, Area 5 (located by the Lagoon) 

o Worship Service at 10:30 a.m. 

o Picnic and Fellowship to follow 

o Bring a chair and a dish to share 

o You may be required to pay a parking fee 

o If you are interested in joining the planning committee, please 

contact the church office (219)938-6677.   

 

 

Other Bethel News, Events and dates to remember  
 
Join us for Worship at home or wherever you are: 
Online Service is on:  

YouTube:  
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCc3974ZJisCzhwgN5uyphFw 
 
Facebook:   
https://facebook.com/events/s/bethel-lutheran-online-
worship/285814119301654/?ti=icl 
 
Communion Service is every second Sunday of the Month at home and in person. 

 

Thank you 
We received a thank you letter from Bishop William Gafkjen, for our “generosity 
and commitment to the gospel” for our 2020 donation of $1,050.00  to mission 
support for synod, and churchwide ministries of the Evangelical Lutheran Church 
in America.    Thank you to the faithful members of Bethel for your continued 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCc3974ZJisCzhwgN5uyphFw
https://facebook.com/events/s/bethel-lutheran-online-worship/285814119301654/?ti=icl
https://facebook.com/events/s/bethel-lutheran-online-worship/285814119301654/?ti=icl
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dedication to this church and our mission throughout the world.  God’s blessing, 
grace and peace to you all.   

Mother’s Day, Sunday, May 9,  

 
 

Mother’s Day Prayer 
 

Lord, thank you for all mothers. 

For the new ones, who endure sleepless nights with  

infants in arm. 

For the busy ones who juggle the pressures of  

home and family life. 

For the steadfast ones, who nurture and care for our  

special vulnerable children. 

For the patient ones, who always seek to forgive and  

engage with their pre-teen. 

For the persistent ones, who cleverly find new ways to  

connect with their mini-adults.   

For the mother aunts, who step in to cradle and  

care for nieces and nephews.   

For all grandmas, who love and support their  

precious grandchildren.   

For the foster mums that are called to gather and  

cover the fragile ones.  

For the Sunday mums who care for our children and  

lead them in faith.   

For the mums who give far beyond their own resources,  

who overcome disability to cherish and love.  

Thank you Lord for all our beautiful mothers.   

Help us to support them and keep them in our prayers.   

May you bless them now and forever.  

Amen 
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Memorial Day, Monday, May 31  

 

 
“If you want to thank a soldier, be the kind of American worth fighting 
for.” – Unknown 

Father’s Day, June 20 
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June 11-12, 2021  
Virtual Synod Assembly 

 
 

Assembly Registration 

There are two steps for registration.  The first is registration and the second is payment.  
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Registration for the Indiana-Kentucky Synod Assembly is open.  Please register online 
at http://bit.ly/ikassemblyregistration2021.  If you need assistance in registering, please 
contact Pastor Dan Fugate at 317.253.3522 or assembly@iksynod.org. 

Each person must use their own email address to register.   This is necessary for the 
credentialing of voting members.  Each voting member must also use their own device 
(computer, tablet, cellphone, etc.).  While voting members can view the assembly 
together on one device, if desired, separate devices for each voting member will be 
required in order to vote.  

Assembly Registration Fees 

The registration fee is $65 per voting member, retired rostered minister, or registered 
visitor.  Registration fees increase to $70 after the early bird registration deadline, 
Friday, April 8, 2021.  Registration will end Saturday, May 5, 2021.  

 

 

BETHEL LUTHERAN CHURCH 

411 N. Montgomery treet 

Gary, Indiana 46403 
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BETHEL LUTHERAN CHURCH 

Contact us 

Website: www.bethelmiller.org 

Email: bethelmiller@hotmail.com 

www.facebook.com/bethelmillerbeach 

Phone: 219-938-6677 

 

Worship Service Sundays at 10:30 a.m. 

Pastor Joy Heine 

Newsletter Staff 

Pastor Joy Heine 

Greg Bueltmann 

Derrick Hess 

Charolette Hawkins 

  

https://bit.ly/ikassemblyregistration2021
mailto:assembly@iksynod.org
http://www.facebook.com/bethelmillerbeach
http://elca.org/

