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A congregation of
the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America
SEPTEMBER 13, 2020
15th SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
10:30 A.M.
Outdoor Worship Service

WELCOME
Bethel’s Mission Statement – Bethel’s mission is to be a Lutheran
congregation of the Church of Jesus Christ in the community of
Miller, in which members are nurtured in the faith and by whom
community residents are ministered to, with the expectation that
the Holy Spirit will add to our fellowship and ministry.
Welcome to worship! May you experience the blessing of God for
you and your life during this time. Bethel Lutheran Church is open to
everyone and all are welcome here. Enjoy the music; raise your
voice in song and prayer. Let the Spirit of the Lord touch your heart
and soul and feel free to join in worship again in the coming weeks.
Holy Communion is celebrated the second Sunday of each month.
One person in your group shall pick up a fellowship cup form the
table before worship service. Holy Communion is open to all the
baptized in addition to those who worship here on a regular basis.
Holy Communion is administered by the distribution of individual
“Fellowship Cups” which contain a wafer (bread) and juice (wine).
Dwelling in God’s Word Fellowship immediately after the worship
on a Zoom conference: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/6529663880 Password:
kappa Everyone is invited and welcome.
If you are new to worship, you are invited to fill out a Welcome
Card or write your name, address and phone number on a sheet of
paper then place it in the offering plate.
Additional information about the variety of ministry opportunities
here at Bethel is listed at the end of this worship bulletin and on the
ministry table in the gathering area.
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CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from our
sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess our
sin, receive your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and
Lord.
Amen.
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
Most merciful God,
we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned
against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have
left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our
neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your
ways, to the glory of your holy name.
Amen.
In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God
forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by
his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the
name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
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GATHERING HYMN
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GREETING
Pastor:
The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
All:
And also, with you.

KYRIE
Pastor:
All:

In peace, let us pray to the Lord
Lord, have mercy.

Pastor:
All:

For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy

Pastor:

For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the church of God
and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, Have mercy.

All:
Pastor:
All:

For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let
us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

Pastor:
All:

Help, save, comfort, and defend up gracious Lord.
Amen

PRAYER OF THE DAY
AM:
All:

Let us pray
Lord God, grand architect of the universe, Your design of creation is
unflawed. Yet we continue to litter your creation with defects and
imperfections. Show us how not to destroy, but to create, not to
demean, but to uplift, not to hate but to love, so that your creation may
be made perfect once again. Amen
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FIRST READING:

Luke 11:4

A reading from Luke.
4

And forgive us our sins,
for we ourselves forgive everyone indebted to us.
And do not bring us to the time of trial."
Reader:
All:

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.

WORD OF GOD:

Genesis 2:4b-7, 15-17; 3:1-8

The holy word according to Genesis.
Glory to you, O Lord.
Chapter 2
4

These are the generations of the heavens and the earth when they were created.
In the day that the Lord GOD made the earth and the heavens, 5when no plant of the
field was yet in the earth and no herb of the field had yet sprung up — for the Lord GOD
had not caused it to rain upon the earth, and there was no one to till the ground; 6but a
stream would rise from the earth, and water the whole face of the ground — 7then the
Lord GOD formed man from the dust of the ground, and breathed into his nostrils the
breath of life; and the man became a living being. 15The Lord GOD took the man and put
him in the garden of Eden to till it and keep it. 16And the Lord GOD commanded the
man, "You may freely eat of every tree of the garden; 17but of the tree of the knowledge
of good and evil you shall not eat, for in the day that you eat of it you shall die."
Chapter 3
1

Now the serpent was more crafty than any other wild animal that the LORD God had
made. He said to the woman, "Did God say, 'You shall not eat from any tree in the
garden'?" 2The woman said to the serpent, "We may eat of the fruit of the trees in the
garden; 3but God said, 'You shall not eat of the fruit of the tree that is in the middle of
the garden, nor shall you touch it, or you shall die.'" 4But the serpent said to the woman,
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"You will not die; 5for God knows that when you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and
you will be like God, knowing good and evil." 6So when the woman saw that the tree
was good for food, and that it was a delight to the eyes, and that the tree was to be
desired to make one wise, she took of its fruit and ate; and she also gave some to her
husband, who was with her, and he ate. 7Then the eyes of both were opened, and they
knew that they were naked; and they sewed fig leaves together and made loincloths for
themselves.
8
They heard the sound of the Lord GOD walking in the garden at the time of the evening
breeze, and the man and his wife hid themselves from the presence of the Lord GOD
among the trees of the garden.
The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON

PASTOR JOY HEINE
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HYMN OF THE DAY
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APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I believe in Jesus
Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the
virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he
descended to the dead.* On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he
is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the
dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

THE PRAYERS
AM: Drawn together in the compassion of God, we pray for the church, the world, and
all those in need.
(Pause for silent reflection)

AM: You welcome us when we are weak in faith. Uphold your church throughout the
world; make it a place of welcome. Strengthen faith through Bible studies and
Sunday schools, confirmation classes and youth ministries. Nurture new ministries
of education and growth (especially). Lord, in your mercy,
All:

hear our prayer.

AM: The heights of the heavens show us the vastness of your steadfast love. Have
compassion on your creation. Where human selfishness has brought ruin and
destruction, we look to you to heal, renew, and redeem your world. Lord, in your
mercy,
All:

hear our prayer.

AM: Make your ways known to the nations. Speak kindness to our bitter grudges.
Settle our hearts when we want to settle accounts with violence. Bless our
leaders with patience and wisdom (especially). Lord, in your mercy,
All:

hear our prayer.
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AM: Bring healing and justice wherever harm is dealt. Provide vindication for all who
are oppressed. Free victims of human trafficking and forced labor; deliver all who
are bound by debt. Feed all who hunger, and guard refugees fleeing famine,
poverty, and war. Lord, in your mercy,
All:

hear our prayer.

AM: Teach us to forgive. Remind us that you do not always accuse us. Still our tongues
when we are tempted to pass judgment and argue over opinions. Make this
congregation a community of mercy for one another and for all our neighbors.
Lord, in your mercy,
All:

hear our prayer.

AM: Whether we live or whether we die, we are yours. We thank you for those who
have showed us faithfulness, for the knees that taught us how to bow to you and
the tongues that taught us to praise you (especially Pastor Joy Heine). Lord, in
your mercy,
All:

hear our prayer.

Pastor:

All these things and whatever else you see that we need, we entrust to
your mercy; through Christ our Lord.

All:

Amen.

SHARING OF THE PEACE
Please share the peace from a distance
Pastor:
The peace of Christ be with you always
ALL:
And with you also

ANNOUNCEMENTS
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OFFERING- Place Your Offering In The Offering Plate on the table before or after Worship
Service. For Online Contributions go to https://tithe.ly/give?c=1234592 or the Giving
page on the website www.bethelmiller.org.
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OFFERTORY PRAYER
AM:

Let us pray:

ALL:

Holy God, gracious and merciful, you bring forth food from the earth and
nourish your whole creation. Turn our hearts toward those who hunger in
any way, that all may know your care; and prepare us now to feast on the
bread of life, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
Pastor:
All:

The Lord be with you
And also with you

Pastor:
All:

Lift up your hearts
We lift them to the Lord

Pastor:
All:

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

PREFACE
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus
Christ, whose suffering and death gave salvation to all. You gather your people around
the tree of the cross, transforming death into life. And so, with all the choirs of angels,
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name.
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE
Holy One, the beginning and the end, the giver of life:
Blessed are you for the birth of creation. Blessed are you in the darkness and in the
light. Blessed are you for your promise to your people. Blessed are you in the prophets’
hopes and dreams. Blessed are you for Mary’s openness to your will.
Blessed are you for your Son Jesus, the Word made flesh.
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me. Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance
of me.
LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the
glory, forever and ever. Amen.
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COMMUNION (please be seated)

Pastor:
ALL:

The Body and Blood of our Lord and Savior strengthen you and keep you in
His grace.
Amen

POST COMMUNION PRAYER
AM:
ALL:

Let us pray.
We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us through
the healing power of this gift of life. In your mercy, strengthen us through
this gift, in faith toward you and in fervent love toward one another; for
the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
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SENDING BLESSING
Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever.
ALL:

Amen.

SENDING HYMN

CCLI#11459797
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DISMISSAL
AM:
ALL:

Go in peace. Christ is with you.
Thanks be to God.

ALL:

With joyful hearts, living in Christ
We love and serve our neighbors.
We are Bethel!

Copyright © 2017 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual
License #SAS026095.New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National
Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.

We welcome our visitors in the name of Jesus.
If you do not have a regular church home, we invite you to return to worship with us every
week. If you have questions, please contact Pastor Joy Heine at 219-938-6677 or visit our
website www.bethelmiller.org
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THIS WEEK’S OPPORTUNITIES
TODAY
WEDNESDAY

NEXT SUNDAY

10:30 a.m.
10:30 a.m.

Sunday Morning Worship
Bible Study via Zoom
Meeting ID 936 646 7032
Password: L1LAC
10:30 a.m.
Sunday Morning Worship
In person worship Service and Streaming on Facebook
and youtube.
12:00 p.m.
Dwelling in God’s Word
Fellowship via Zoom
Meeting ID: 652 966 3880
Password: kappa

Please see the website www.bethelmiller.org or our Facebook page for more
information http://www.facebook.com/bethelmillerbeach
______________________________________________________________ _ _______
HAPPY ANNIVERSARY: None this week

HAPPY BIRTHDAY

Ruth Onwuka

Monday, September 14

IN OUR PRAYERS TODAY we remember those who are in need of healing (illness,
infirmity, homebound, etc. especially Taronna Qualls, Joe Swanson, Cripen
Bowfinger, Juanita Walker, Tommy Walker, Ebbie Lee Hill, Barbara
Kompare, Jenna Stillo, Leon Orf, Monica Beemon, Miriam David, Lou
Jeanne Walton, Andrea Griffith, Naudia Lewis, Jomar Hess, Alice Hoskins,
Jennifer Mariani, Carlton Potts, Bayne Spotwood, Connie Hubbard, Amber
Letbetter, Patricia Bueltmann, Chuck Blanchard, Eddie Robinson, Ben
Watkins, Carol Armiger, Willie Patterson, Sandra Lewis, Marvin Lewis,
Danny McCoy, Bob Arvidson, Mildred Shannon, Vertis Bolden, and John Karagory
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THE BETHEL FAMILY lifts up in the saints of every time and place especially the families
Pam Botilla, Jenny Sprow, Joseph Thornton, Mason A. Rodriguez, Sharon
Freedman, Ted Hooper, Mary Morris, Mattie Edmond, Curtis Nevils, Bobby
Hooper, Jim Topolewinaki, Barbara Young, Thomas Henley, Freddie Hooper,
Don Argyilan, and Judy Waugh . Please hold the families in prayer as they
mourn these losses, comforting and supporting them in the example of our Savior, Jesus
Christ, our Lord.
ANNOUNCEMENTS – Worship Service Bulletins are printed first thing Thursday
mornings. Please provide the office any announcements you would like posted by the
Wednesday. You can include words of encouragement in the bulletin during this time
of isolation. Please send words of encouragement to bethelmiller@hotmail.com.
Thank you.
THE BETHEL FAMILY continues to pray for God to:
Open the ways of love, in the pursuit of peace throughout the world, and bless the
efforts of healthcare professionals, administrators, first responders, cleaning crew,
grocery store workers, truck drivers, activists and caregivers for women and children
experiencing domestic violence, relief workers, especially those who find themselves in
harm’s way, Lillie McElroy, Latonya Lark, Kendra Riley, Matthew McLaurin, Brandon
Campbell, Edward Sampson)
BIBLE STUDY: All are welcome each Wednesday at 10:30 p.m. You can continue to
enjoy the lively discussion from the comfort of your home using the Zoom conference
call format until further notice. The focus Bible readings are from the Narrative
Lectionary, September 16, Genesis 15:1-6.
Thank you and God Bless you. Be Safe.

DWELLING IN GOD’S WORD FELLOWSHIP: Please join Greg Bueltman and Florzell
Hawkins in an after church worship fellowship hour. This is a time to reflect on God’s
Word using the bible text of the day. Dwelling in the word begins immediately
following worship via zoom conference format. The meeting ID: 652 966 3880
password kappa.
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Sunday, September 27 our worship service will be presented online by Bishop Gafkjen at
the I K Synod. There will be not in person service here at Bethel on that day. The link
will be provided on our web page closer to the date.
Join Bishop William Gafkjen for
Service of the Word on September 27
The Indiana-Kentucky Synod will offer a pre-recorded Service of the Word for use across
the Synod the weekend of Sunday, September 27, 2020. It is hoped that this might give
rostered ministers, other worship planners, and leaders a bit of time off as the
coronavirus wilderness continues much longer than any of us expected or hoped for.
Bishop William O. Gafkjen will preach and he will use the RCL lectionary texts appointed
for the day
4 WEEK STUDY ON THE BOOK OF REVELATION from Augsburg Fortress and Sparkhouse
When: Wednesday evenings in October (7th, 14th, 21st, 28th) from 7:00 p.m. – 8:00
p.m.
Where: on Zoom
Who: you, and Pastor Joy, and Pastor Heidi will facilitate
What to expect each time: to view a 20 minute video led by different Lutheran leaders
about the Book of Revelation, to discuss the video, and then to discuss even more
deeply the book and its application for us personally!
Our time together will give us a chance to learn more about this book and to make
connections with each other. Revelation brings with it layers of interpretation and
misinterpretation, history and tradition, loaded dogma and fierce politics. Part of our
work together will be to weed through what is true and what is not. Throughout our
reading, we can claim our identity as freed and forgiven children of God. That is the
ultimate truth about each of us. We are beloved, not because of what we have done but
because of the love of God in Christ Jesus. Let’s explore how Revelation gives us new
ways to know God’s love together!

22

Take Action for Justice
Maybe you feel like something needs done to stop racial violence … but you aren’t sure what.
Maybe you feel that you cannot attend a protest … but you want to.
Maybe you feel your faith tradition entreats you to act … but you’re not sure what to do.

The social justice committees of our congregations feel called to act.
•

Bethel Lutheran Church * First Unitarian Church of Hobart *Marquette Park United Methodist
Church * St. Mary of the Lake Catholic Church *Temple Israel

Please help us. We are asking you to make one phone call, write one letter, or send one email to the
Governor of Indiana before Labor Day. We encourage you to pass on this information to anyone else
who might also feel called to take action.
Our elected Indiana Black Legislators have given us a roadmap for responsible action toward law
enforcement reform in our state. We support their plan. We ask that you contact Governor Holcomb
and communicate these three things:
1. Support for the Indiana Black Legislators Caucus Justice Reform Action Steps.
2. Support for an immediate Executive Order by the Governor to ban law enforcement from
using any means of restraint that cut off the ability to breathe.
3. Support for the Governor to immediately establish a diverse Statewide Criminal Justice
Commission that includes the reform of policing practices.

Please add any other statements or ideas you might wish to communicate.
The Governor’s contact information:
Office of the Governor
Statehouse
Indianapolis, IN 46204

phone (317)232-4567

The Governor can be emailed through his website at in.gov
After you have made contact with the Governor, please let the person who sent you this information
know. Thank you for working for justice.
If you would like more information from our interfaith network, please contact Charolette Hawkins at
the Church office phone number 219-938-6677 or email bethelmiller@hotmail.com.
(You can download the Justice Reform Action Steps at https://www.indianasenatedemocrats.org/wpcontent/uploads/2020/06/IBLC-Justice-Reform-Action-Steps-003.pdf)
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Upcoming Outdoor Worship
Services
Sundays @ 10:30 a.m.
Bethel Lutheran Church
(Upper parking lot)
411 N. Montgomery Street
October 4
Bring a chair and a face mask
(if there is inclement weather the worship service will be held in the Sanctuary)
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BETHEL STAFF
Pastor
Organist/Musician
Office Secretary

Pastor Joy Heine
Greg Bueltmann
Charolette Hawkins

CHURCH COUNCIL:
President
Vice President
Secretary
Asst. Secretary
Financial Secretary
Treasurer
Member
Member

Pastor Joy Heine
Gregory Bueltmann
Dixie Sayles
Kay Edmonds
Derrick Hess
Florzell Hawkins
Lillie McElroy
Chukwudi Onwuka

MINISTRY TEAMS Liaison to Council:
Faith Formation
Outreach
Property
Social Ministry
Worship
Inreach

Florzell Hawkins
Lillie McElroy
Greg Bueltmann
Dixie Sayles

ORGANIZATION LEADERS:
Altar Guild
Choir
Sunday Hospitality
Bethel Women of ELCA
Youth Leader

Alice Harrington
Barbara Patterson
Elaine Sandine & Women of Bethel
Dorothy Nevils
Patricia Curry

Church Office phone: 219-938-6677 Email: bethelmiller@hotmail.com
www.facebook.com/bethelmillerbeach
Website: www.Bethelmiller.org
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