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the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 
  

JULY 12, 2020 

6TH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

10:30 A.M. 

 

OUTDOOR AND ONLINE WORSHIP SERVICE  

Before worship please pick up a bulletin, and communion cup from the fellowship 
table.  Please remember to respect the CDC guidelines by physically distancing and 

loving your neighbors by wearing a mask when you are less than 10’ feet in distance. 

 

 



2 
 

WELCOME 
Bethel’s Mission Statement – Bethel’s mission is to be a Lutheran 

congregation of the Church of Jesus Christ in the community of 

Miller, in which members are nurtured in the faith and by whom 

community residents are ministered to, with the expectation that 

the Holy Spirit will add to our fellowship and ministry. 

Welcome to worship! May you experience the blessing of God for 

you and your life during this time. Bethel Lutheran Church is open to 

everyone and all are welcome here.  Enjoy the music; raise your 

voice in song and prayer.  Let the Spirit of the Lord touch your heart 

and soul and feel free to join in worship again in the coming weeks. 

Holy Communion is celebrated the second Sunday of each month.  

One person in your group shall pick up a fellowship cup form the 

table before worship service.  Holy Communion is open to all the 

baptized in addition to those who worship here on a regular basis.  

Holy Communion is administered by the distribution of individual 

“Fellowship Cups” which contain a wafer (bread) and juice (wine) .   

Coffee and fellowship immediately after the worship on a Zoom 
conference: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/6529663880 

Everyone is invited and welcome. 

If you are new to worship, you are invited to fill out a Welcome 

Card or write your name, address and phone number on a sheet of 

paper then place it in the offering plate.   

Additional information about the variety of ministry opportunities 

here at Bethel is listed at the end of this worship bulletin and on the 

ministry table in the gathering area. 
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CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS  

Blessed be the holy Trinity, one God, full of compassion and mercy, abounding in 

steadfast love. 

Amen. 

Trusting God’s promise of forgiveness, let us confess our sin against God and one 

another. 

Eternal God our creator, 

in you we live and move and have our being. Look upon us, your children, the work of 

your hands. Forgive us all our offenses and cleanse us from proud thoughts and empty 

desires. By your grace draw us near to you, our refuge and our strength; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Since we are justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ. 

God’s love has been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit given to us. In the 

mercy of almighty God, Christ died for us while we still were sinners; and for his sake, 

God forgives you all your sins. 

Amen. 
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GATHERING HYMN    SWEET, SWEET SPIRIT IN THIS PLACE  

 

There’s a sweet Spirit in this place 

And I know that it’s the Spirit of the Lord 

There are sweet expressions on each face 

And I know they feel the presence of the Lord. 

Sweet Holy Spirit, sweet heavenly Dove, 

Stay right here with us, filling us with your love; 

And for these blessings we lift our hearts in praise; 

Without a doubt we’ll know that we have  

been revived when we shall leave this place. 

     
 

 

CCLI# 11459797 

 

GREETING 

Pastor: The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

All:  And also, with you. 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Pastor: Let us pray   

All: Almighty God, we thank you for planting in us the seed of your word. By 

your Holy Spirit help us to receive it with joy, live according to it, and 

grow in faith and hope and love, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and 

Lord.  Amen. 

 

FIRST READING:       Isaiah 55:10-13 

A reading from Isaiah. 

 10For as the rain and the snow come down from heaven, and do not return there until 

they have watered the earth, making it bring forth and sprout, giving seed to the sower 

and bread to the eater,  11so shall my word be that goes out from my mouth; 

it shall not return to me empty, but it shall accomplish that which I purpose, 

and succeed in the thing for which I sent it. 
12For you shall go out in joy, and be led back in peace; the mountains and the hills 

before you shall burst into song, and all the trees of the field shall clap their hands. 
13Instead of the thorn shall come up the cypress; instead of the brier shall come up the 

myrtle; and it shall be to the LORD for a memorial, for an everlasting sign that shall not 

be cut off. 

   
Reader: Word of God, word of life. 

All:   Thanks be to God. 
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PSALM:         Psalm 65: 9-13 

9You visit the earth and water it abundantly; you make it very plenteous; the river of 

God is full of water. You prepare the grain, for so you provide for the earth. 

10You drench the furrows and smooth out the ridges; with heavy rain you 

soften the ground and bless its increase. 

11You crown the year   with your goodness, and your paths overflow with plenty. 

12May the fields of the wilderness be   rich for grazing, and the hills be 

clothed with joy. 

 
13May the meadows cover themselves with flocks, and the valleys cloak themselves with 

grain; let them shout for joy and sing.  

Reader: Word of God, word of life. 

All:   Thanks be to God. 
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GOSPEL READING:        Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23 

The holy gospel according to Matthew. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

1That same day Jesus went out of the house and sat beside the sea. 2Such great crowds 

gathered around him that he got into a boat and sat there, while the whole crowd stood 

on the beach. 3And he told them many things in parables, saying: “Listen! A sower went 

out to sow. 4And as he sowed, some seeds fell on the path, and the birds came and ate 

them up. 5Other seeds fell on rocky ground, where they did not have much soil, and 

they sprang up quickly, since they had no depth of soil. 6But when the sun rose, they 

were scorched; and since they had no root, they withered away. 7Other seeds fell 

among thorns, and the thorns grew up and choked them. 8Other seeds fell on good soil 

and brought forth grain, some a hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty. 9Let anyone with 

ears listen!” 

  18“Hear then the parable of the sower. 19When anyone hears the word of the 

kingdom and does not understand it, the evil one comes and snatches away what is 

sown in the heart; this is what was sown on the path. 20As for what was sown on rocky 

ground, this is the one who hears the word and immediately receives it with joy; 21yet 

such a person has no root, but endures only for a while, and when trouble or 

persecution arises on account of the word, that person immediately falls away. 22As for 

what was sown among thorns, this is the one who hears the word, but the cares of the 

world and the lure of wealth choke the word, and it yields nothing. 23But as for what 

was sown on good soil, this is the one who hears the word and understands it, who 

indeed bears fruit and yields, in one case a hundredfold, in another sixty, and in another  

 Pastor: The gospel of the Lord. 

All:   Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

 

SERMON          PASTOR JOY HEINE  
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HYMN OF THE DAY  
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APOSTLES’ CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I believe in Jesus 

Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the 

virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he 

descended to the dead.* On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he 

is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the 

dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
THE PRAYERS 
Called into unity with one another and the whole creation, let us pray for our shared 
world. 

Gracious God, your word has been sown in many ways and places. We pray for 

missionaries and newly planted congregations around the world. Inspire us by their 

witness to the faith we share. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

Creating God, the mountains and hills burst into song and the trees and fields clap their 

hands in praise. We pray for the birds and animals who make their home in the trees, 

and for lands stripped bare by deforestation. Empower us to sustainably use what you 

have given. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

Reigning God, we pray for our nation’s leaders. Increase their desire for justice and 

equality. We pray for our enemies. Bridge the chasms that divide us and guide 

authorities to a deep and lasting peace. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 
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Abiding God, care for all who are in need (especially Monica Beemon, Miriam David, Lou 

Jeanne Walton, Andrea Griffith,  Naudia Lewis,  Jomar Hess,  Alice Hoskins, Jennifer 

Mariani,  Mrs. McCain, Mykaila and Matty McLaurin, Carlton Potts, Bayne Spotwood, 

Connie Hubbard, Amber Letbetter, Patricia Bueltmann, Chuck Blanchard, Eddie 

Robinson,  Ben Watkins,  Carol Armiger, Willie Patterson, Sandra Lewis,  Marvin Lewis, 

Danny McCoy,  Bob Arvidson, Mildred Shannon, Vertis Bolden, and John Karagory ). For 

those who are doubting, renew faith. For those who are worrying, provide release. For 

those who are struggling, ease burdens. For those in fear, give hope. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

Renewing God, revive your church in this place. Nourish and nurture the seeds you have 

planted, that we might grow as disciples. Replace what has been depleted. Sustain our 

ministries and deepen relationships with the wider community. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

Eternal God, we give thanks for all who have died (especially Ted Hooper, Mary Morris,  

Mattie Edmond,   Curtis Nevils, Bobby Hooper, Jim Topolewinaki, Barbara Young, 

Thomas Henley, Freddie Hooper, Don Argyilan, and Judy Waugh). Comfort us in the sure 

and certain hope of the resurrection. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

Receive these prayers, O God, and those too deep for words; through Jesus Christ our 

Lord. 

Amen. 

SHARING OF THE PEACE 

Please share the peace for a distance  

 
Pastor: The peace of Christ be with you always 
All:   And with you also  
 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS  
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OFFERING- Place Your Offering In The Offering Plate on the table before or after Worship 
Service.  For Online Contributions go to https://tithe.ly/give?c=1234592 or the Giving 
page on the website www.bethelmiller.org. 
         
 

OFFERTORY PRAYER  

Pastor:  Let us pray:  

 
All: Holy God, gracious and merciful, you bring forth food from the earth and 

nourish your whole creation. Turn our hearts toward those who hunger in 

any way, that all may know your care; and prepare us now to feast on the 

bread of life, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

 

 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 

 

Pastor:   The Lord be with you 

All:  And also with you 

 

Pastor:  Lift up your hearts 

All:   We lift them to the Lord 

 

Pastor:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God 

All:  It is right to give our thanks and praise.    

 

 

 

 

 

https://tithe.ly/give?c=1234592
http://www.bethelmiller.org/
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PREFACE 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus 

Christ, whose suffering and death gave salvation to all. You gather your people around 

the tree of the cross, transforming death into life. And so, with all the choirs of angels, 

with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name.  

  
THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
 
Holy One, the beginning and the end, the giver of life: 

Blessed are you for the birth of creation.  Blessed are you in the darkness and in the 

light.  Blessed are you for your promise to your people.  Blessed are you in the prophets’ 

hopes and dreams.  Blessed are you for Mary’s openness to your will. 

Blessed are you for your Son Jesus, the Word made flesh. 

 

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.  Do this for the remembrance 

of me. 

 

(Let us partake in the body of Christ together) 
 

LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 

done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 

trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 

glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
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Pastor:  The Body and Blood of our Lord and Savior strengthen you and keep you in 
His grace. 

Cong: Amen 
 
 
POST COMMUNION PRAYER  
 
Pastor: Let us pray. 

All: We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us through 

the healing power of this gift of life. In your mercy, strengthen us through 

this gift, in faith toward you and in fervent love toward one another; for 

the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

SENDING BLESSING 

Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. 

All:  Amen. 

 
 
DISMISSAL 

Pastor:  Go in peace. Christ is with you. 

All:   Thanks be to God. 

All:   With joyful hearts, living in Christ 
   We love and serve our neighbors. 
   We are Bethel! 
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POSTLUDE  
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THIS WEEK’S OPPORTUNITIES 

PLEASE SEE OUR WEBSITE FOR WAYS YOU CAN JOIN THESE TIMES TOGETHER ON-LINE!  

TODAY             10:30 a.m.   Sunday Morning Worship 
     12:00 a.m.   Fellowship via Zoom 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/6529663880 
 
NEXT SUNDAY   10:30 a.m.   Sunday Morning Worship 

In person worship Service and Streaming on Facebook 
and youtube.  
12:00 p.m.   Fellowship on a “Zoom”  
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/6529663880 

 

 Please see the website www.bethelmiller.org or our Facebook page for more 

information http://www.facebook.com/bethelmillerbeach     

______________________________________________________________ _ _______                          

 

IN OUR PRAYERS TODAY we remember those who are in need of healing 
illness, infirmity, homebound, etc. especially Monica Beemon,  Miriam 
David, Lou Jeanne Walton, Andrea Griffith,  Naudia Lewis,  Jomar Hess,  Alice 
Hoskins, Jennifer Mariani,  Mrs. McCain, Mykaila and Matty McLaurin, 
Carlton Potts, Bayne Spotwood, Connie Hubbard, Amber Letbetter, Patricia 
Bueltmann, Chuck Blanchard, Eddie Robinson,  Ben Watkins,  Carol Armiger, 
Willie Patterson, Sandra Lewis,  Marvin Lewis, Danny McCoy,  Bob Arvidson, Mildred 
Shannon, Vertis Bolden, and John Karagory . 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS – Worship Service Bulletins are printed first thing Thursday 
mornings.  Please provide the office any announcements you would like posted by the 
Wednesday.   You can include words of encouragement in the bulletin during this time 
of isolation.  Please send words of encouragement to bethelmiller@hotmail.com. 
Thank you. 

 
THE BETHEL FAMILY lifts up in the saints of every time and place especially the families 

of Ted Hooper,  Mary Morris,  Mattie Edmond,   Curtis Nevils, Bobby Hooper, 
Jim Topolewinaki, Barbara Young, Thomas Henley, Freddie Hooper, Don 
Argyilan, and Judy Waugh. Please hold the families in prayer as they mourn 
these losses, comforting and supporting them in the example of our Savior, 

Jesus Christ, our Lord. 
 

about:blank
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THE BETHEL FAMILY continues to pray for God to: 
Open the ways of love, in the pursuit of peace throughout the world, and bless the 
efforts of healthcare professionals, administrators, first responders, cleaning crew, 
grocery store workers, truck drivers, activists and caregivers for women and children 
experiencing domestic violence, relief workers, especially those who find themselves in 
harm’s way, Lillie McElroy, Latonya Lark, Kendra Riley, Matthew McLaurin, Brandon 
Campbell, Edward Sampson)  

BIBLE STUDY:  We know that many of you have plans for the summer.  So, Bible Study is 
on pause until Wednesday, August 19th.    All are welcome each 
Wednesday at 10:30 p.m.  You can continue to enjoy the lively discussion 
from the comfort of your home using the Zoom conference call format 
until further notice.   

Thank you and God Bless you. Be Safe. 

JOIN THE VIDEO TEAM  

If you are interested in learning about video, computers, and 
streaming, please contact the Bethel office.  Volunteers are needed 
to assist with streaming worship to Facebook Live and You Tube 
live.  You will be trained on how to do this and can then sign up for 
the Sundays when you are available to help.  Many hands make the 
work light!   

Contact Greg Bueltmann at 312-730-4109 if you have questions.  Previous experience 
with cameras and computers may help you but is not required. 
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COMPASSION CAMP is an at-home/virtual Vacation Bible School experience offered by 
the Indiana-Kentucky Synod. Materials will be emailed to parents. A lively video 
presentation created by people from across the synod will premiere on YouTube Live at 
6 pm Eastern/5 pm Central each day Monday through Friday, July 20 – 24, 2020, but will 
be available after the premiere for families to engage with whenever is convenient.  
The video presentation will include the Bible Story for the day, music, prayer, and some 
fun! Parents will receive an email with materials that include suggestions for crafts, 
games, movement, and ideas for putting compassion into action.  
Join us for Compassion Camp! Be Loved. Be Kind. Be You.  
 
If you are interested, please let Pastor Joy Heine or Charolette Hawkins know, Bethel 
will pay the $5 fee, but we need to make sure you are registered.  
 
 
Please share this information with anyone you think might be interested. Should you 
have questions or concerns, please contact Pastor Dan Fugate at dfugate@iksynod.org . 
 

COMMUNITY WORSHIP ON THE BEACH 

FAMILY, FRIENDS AND THE COMMUNITY 

All are invited  

Sunday, August 2, 2020 

Worship service: 10:30 a.m. – 11:30 a.m.  

Marquette Park 

Shelter #3 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:dfugate@iksynod.org
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IN PERSON WORSHIP SERVICES 

The church will be open for Sunday morning worship services beginning July 19th.  

Online streaming of the worship service will be available via Facebook and YouTube Live 
for those who choose to stay home. 

While there are inherent risks - related to the COVID virus - in returning to gather 
together in person, the council has decided to implement the following measures in an 
attempt to reduce those risks.  

Our basics are: 

• 6 ft physical distance between households 

• Masks shall be worn in the church building 

• The entrance and exit doors will be clearly marked 

• No fellowship time! 

• Ushers seat everyone, and dismiss people by row after service 

• No Sunday school or nursery. 

 

Preliminary Precautions:  

• High risk individuals are strongly encouraged to continue to shelter in place. 

• PLEASE! If you are not feeling well (cough, fever, or a sore throat) stay home!  

• Worship attendees must wear a face mask or shield. Disposable masks will be 

available.  

• A limited number of reusable shields will be provided at a cost of $10. 

 

During Worship:  

• Pews will be marked to enforce 6 feet of social distancing between family units. 

Please sit in a marked spot. 

• Offering plates are available in the back of the sanctuary for you to place your 

gifts when you arrive or leave. Offerings will continue to be collected via mail, 

drop off at the church office, or online. 

• There will be no physical sharing of the peace. When greeting others before or 

after the service, please give a peace sign with your fingers, air hug, wave, or 

other friendly acknowledgment rather than a hug or a handshake. 

• Hymnals, pew Bibles, and seat cushions have been removed.  
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• Worship bulletins will be provided for you to use and take with you. 

• Group singing is discouraged.  We encourage you to spend time meditating on the 

lyrics. Maybe hum along or sing quietly to yourself. We realize this will be one of 

the most difficult changes, however, experts have strongly cautioned against this 

practice. 

• The assisting minister will lead the reading, prayers and lead the congregational 

responses.  

• On Communion Sunday, the second Sunday of the month, you can pick up the 

Communion kit on your way into the sanctuary. Please throw away the cup on 

your way out.  

 

After Worship:  

• We will dismiss people by pews. Please leave the building promptly and do not 

mingle in the sanctuary or narthex. The fellowship room will be closed. 

• For the time being, there will be no fellowship or coffee hour, however, you may 

visit with others outside the church building while observing physical distancing.   

Please move away from the door to allow others their space and wear masks. 

 

Other Activities: 

• Future plans are to have small groups meet at church. Once we secure the proper 

equipment these should be limited to ten.  A mask or shield should be worn by all.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



20 
 

  BETHEL STAFF 

 
Pastor         Pastor Joy Heine  
Organist/Musician      Greg Bueltmann 
Office Secretary      Charolette Hawkins 

 
CHURCH COUNCIL: 
 
President       Pastor Joy Heine 
Vice President       Gregory Bueltmann 
Secretary       Dixie Sayles 
Asst. Secretary      Kay Edmonds 
Financial Secretary      Derrick Hess 
Treasurer       Florzell Hawkins 
Member       Lillie McElroy 
Member       Chukwudi Onwuka   

      
 

MINISTRY TEAMS Liaison to Council:  
 
Faith Formation       
Outreach        
Property       Florzell Hawkins 
Social Ministry       Lillie McElroy 
Worship       Greg Bueltmann 
Inreach       Dixie Sayles 

                    
ORGANIZATION LEADERS: 
 
Altar Guild       Alice Harrington  
Choir        Barbara Patterson 
Sunday Hospitality      Elaine Sandine & Women of Bethel 

 Bethel Women of ELCA     Dorothy Nevils 
Youth Leader       Patricia Curry 

 
Church Office phone: 219-938-6677   Email: bethelmiller@hotmail.com 

www.facebook.com/bethelmillerbeach 
          Website: www.Bethelmiller.org 

We welcome our visitors in the name of Jesus. 

If you do not have a regular church home, we invite you to return to worship with us every 
week.  If you have questions, please contact Pastor Joy Heine at 219-938-6677 or visit our 
website www.bethelmiller.org  

mailto:bethelmiller@hotmail.com
http://www.facebook.com/bethelmillerbeach
http://www.bethelmiller.org/

